Correspondence for [843-18486.
TlowsTox To [RoMaN].®

[Requesting the surrender of an “‘individual, ealling himself by
the name of Poufief, Pouief, alias™ — , <harged with murder in
Texas.]

KEve to JonEs.?
Eviro WepsTER.°
VAN ZaxvT To Anciure. ¢

VAN Zaxpr 1o JoNEs, €
Dispatch No 94

Lecarton or TExas
Washington City, 11th Jany
1843
To the on
Anson Joxes
Secretary of State of Texas.

SIR

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this morning of your
communication of the 23rd ultimo informing me of the appointment
of & time and place for the meeting of the several Indian tribes or
their chiefs for the purpose of entering into treaty stipulations with
the Government of Texas for the sccuring and maintuining a perma-
nent peace with these tribes, with instructions to immediately call
the attention of the Government of the United States to the subject
that 8 commissioner or commissioners might be appointed to act in
conjunction with the commissioners on the part of Texas to effect this
object and by which the United States should become a party to such
treaty or treaties that might be concluded between the parties. In
obedience to your instructions T have hastened to lay this subject
before the Pregident and Secretary of Wur in o personal interview

o Jmnary 2, 1843, See Records of Department of State (Texas), Book 40, p. 157-188.  Roman, whoso
initials are A, B., was govornor of Louisiana.
b A, Y. B, January 2, 1843, Ses Calendar of Correspondence with the United Siates in Part 1.
¢ January 7, 1843. Sea Calendar of Correspondenco with the United Slates in art I
¢ January 10, 1843, Ses Van Zandt to Joncy, March 13, 1844,
¢L. 8.
103



104 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCTATION.

which I have just had believing that to be the beltor method, that T
might explain more fully the objects of the Government of Texas,
The result of this interview I submit for your consideration.

The measure is highly approved of by the President and Secretary
of War and the greatest solicitude is manifested by them both, to
co-operate with the Govt of Texas in her efforts to secure peace with
the Indians and give security to the frontiers of both countries; but
it is the opinion of the Secrctary of War that it will not be possible
for this government to send its agent with the necessary instructions
in time to enablo him to reach the Waco Village by the 9th to 20th
of February that it would require several days for the Secretary to
examine the subject and prepare the instructions of the department
to the Agent which should govern him, that, in fuct the leading fea-
tures of the arrangements to which this Government was to become a
party must be specifically set forth to the agent in his instructions and
beyond which he would not be authorized to act. The secretary then
proposed to submit the same to me for examination and discussion so
soon as he should determine upon the different points. The secretary
informed me that Mr Armstrong who is the general Indian Agent in
that quarter was the individual who would be appointed as commis-
sioner; that his residence was at Fort Gibson and that thirty days
would be required to communicate with him, adding five days to pre-
pare his instructions and twelve days for his traveling to the Waco
Village would bring it to the 25th of February as the shortest time
possible at which he could be expected to meet the commissioners on
the part of Texas with the Indians. The Secretary then urged the
propriety of a postponement of the Counecil untill some time in the
spring. To this T replied that it was important that no disappoint-
ment should be had. One disappointment having already occurred
should we neglect the present opportunity we could not rely upon
another meeting with any degree of certainty and further that antici-
pating the renewal of active hostilities with Mexico during the carly
part of the ensuing spring, it was highly necessary to Texas to secure
peace with the Indians in advance, Upon urging theso with other
considerations the Secretary of War agreed to take up the subject
forthwith and forward the instructions as early as poss1ble with
directions that the Commissioner should delay no time in repairing to
the appointed place. I do not think it possible for the Commissioner
to reach the Waco Village before the 25th of Feb or 1st of March. I
have said to Mr Spencer the secretary of war that I thought it possible
that the Indians might be detained untill that time. I therefore hope
that our commissioners will be informed of these facts that they may
act accordingly. It is certainly of the highest import that the
United States should become a party to such treaties as may be con-
cluded with the Indians, and that every effort should be used to
detnin them untill the arrival of Mr Armstrong the United States
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Commissioner. TFor this reason I have hastened to lay before your
department these lacts in rolation to it.
J I am a little surprised and much regret that not one word ig said
‘ In your communications in relation to the movements of the forces
under Genl Sommerville,? the action of Congress, the measures of the
Government or anything whatever save the subject of the contem-
plated Indian treatics. With the greatest deference to the depart-
ment I do think that I should have some information from the Gov-
[ ernment upon such important subjects.  Under the instructions of
your department I have been charged with negotiations of several
important matters, towards their accomplishment T hope my efforts
have not been wholy unavailing espeeially those which relate to
our relations with Mexico and wlich are dircetly connected with the
: movements of our forces against that country. Surely to a proper
f discharge of my duties it ig important that I should not only be
| informed upon these matters but that such information should conto
! from a source upon which T might rely, not the vague rumor of a
' partisan newspaper for this is the only opportunity I have had lately
U to learn anything of Texas.

I am satisfied that it is only necessary to call your attention io this
subject. Thoe known intelligence and experience of the Secretary of
State while acting as the Texian Minister here Y hope will be found ag
sure guarantees that in future I shall at least receive a passing notice
from his department.

I have not time to communicate other matters which I desire as I
want to get this in todays mail On tomorrow I will forward another
e despateh to your department in relation to the interposition of this
o Government. T will however take occasion to remark here thaf g
movement having been made against Mexico it will alter very mate-
rially the measures proper to be taken by this Government, Every
measure should now be used to sustain the cfforts of Gen Sommerville
by reinforcement or other means within the power of the Govt—the
news last night from Mexico says that they are on the eve of g certain
revolution, the expedition to Campeachy would likely fail—the
rumor at Vera Cruz was that 3000 Texians were on their march for the
Rio Grande and every effort was making to give @ good account of them

In great haste I have the honor o be with great respect

Your Obt. Sert,
Isasc Van Zanor.

P.S. Please remember me to the President and Genl Terrel]l
P, 8 Serruys the Belgian Charge d’[Affaires] and Baron
Bodisco the Russian M Plent.y requests me to present their respect to
the Sec of State.
thine V. 7.

u Somervell.
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Eve 1o Joxws®
* & ¥ L *® * *

P. 8. Your note of the 24th of December, upon the subject of the
money advanced by General Thompson, to the Santa Fe prisoners
has been received 1 am much gratified at the prompt manner with
[which] the President brought this subject before Congress.

Yery Respectfully your Obedient Servant
Josrpn Fvn

[Next is transcribed a copy of the resolution of the Choctaw Coun-
cil, October 7, 18421 ¢

Van Zanpr to WEBSTEER.©

CRAWFORD TO ABMSTRONG .

Jonks 1o DaveNrorr AND TO LooMmis.©

Eve 10 WEBSTER,/

SPENCER TO VAN ZANDT.¢

SpENCcER TO WEBSTER.*

WEBsTER 10 VAN Zanpr.?

a AL L. B, January 11,1843, or the letter and accompanying transeript, ses Calendar of Correspondence
with the Unitél States In Part I.  The postseript, which bus not hitherio been prinded, Is given here,

b Bee Armstrong Lo Crawford, November 4, 1842, in Calendar of Correspondence with the Upited 3tales in
Tart L.

cJanuary 12, 1843, See Calendar of Correspondence with {he United States ju Part T.

dJanuary 12, 1843, See Van Zandt to Jones, January 20, 1843,

eJanuary 13, 1843, Bee Van Zandt to Jones, January 20, 1843,

f Tanuary 15,1843, Bee Calendar of Correspondence with the Uniied States in Part 1.

g January 17, 1843, See Van Zandt fo Jones, Janutary 20, 1843,

b January 17,1843, See Van Zandt to Jones, Janoary 25, 1843,

i[January 20,1843.] See Van Zandt 1o Jones, January 23, 1843,




CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE UNITED STATES, 107

STIPULATIONS FOR TREATY WITH TEXAS Ixniange

Vax Zanor To Jongs.?®
Dispatch No, 95

LrearioN orF Texas
Washington City
Jany 20th. 1843
Hon Anson Joxes,
Secretary of State of the
Republic of Texas

Siw

In a former dispateh which T made to your department you were
informed that I had laid before the Government of the United Statos
the information, which I had received from your department, relative
to & youth namaed Lyons, who had been captured in the county
of Fayette, and now supposed to be among the Osage Indians.© I have
now the honor to transmit to your department the measures taken
by this Government to procure the restoration of the yvouth to his
friends and country by submitting a copy of the note reed. from the
War department together with copies of instructions sent {rom the
proper offices of that department, which are as follows—

“War DEpARTMENT Jany 17th. 1843
S
I respectfully transmit herewith copies of instructions that have
been given from this department, in relation to the reclaiming from
the Osage indians the Texian white boy refered to in Four eommunica-
tion to the Secretary of State, a copy of which was transmiited by
him to this Department.

With great respect Your QObt. Servt
J. C. SeeNeer”

"Hon Isasc Vax ZaxDT

Chargé d'affaires of the
Republic of Tevas, Washington [ (lity].”

War Derartvixr, Qrricr
INDIAN AFFAiRES Jany [2th, 1843
Sir
Information having been communicated to the State Department,
by the Chargé d’Affaires of Texas that his Government had been

v
@ Bee Van Zandt to Jones, January 20, 1843,
b1, 8.
¢ Cf. Van Zandt to Webster, December 30, 1842, in Calendar of Correspondence with the United Btates,
fn Part I,
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informed by a gentleman residing among the Osage indians west of
the State of Missouri that a youth some twelve years of age who had
been captured by indians in the county of Fayette Texas named -—
Tyons is now among the Osage indians and within the limits of the
United States, T am requested by the Secretary of War to instruct
you to inquire for the captive lad above mentioned and to obtain his
release, and when released to place him in charge of the commandant
of Fort Gibson or Fort Towson, to be kept until called for by an
agent of the Texian Government.

You will therefore please to give the necessary instructions to the
subagent of the Osages, with as little delay as practicable and urge
his immediate and dilligent attention to the release of young Tyons
and to the further instructions contained herein.

Very respectfully ete
T. TlarTLEY CRAWFORD
Maj Wa. ARMSTRONG, acting
Superintendent etc, Choctaw Agency
West of Arkansas.

“ ADJUTANT GENERALS OFFICE
Washington | City] Jany 18th. 1843

Sir—It has been represented to the Secretary of State by the
Chargé d AfTaires of the Republic of Texas that a youth some twelve
years of age who was captured by the hestile indians in Fayette
county Texas named - —— Liyons is now within the limits of the
United States, among the Osage indians.

Tnstructions have been given by the Commissioner of Indian
affairs to the proper agent to obtajn the release of the boy and to
deliver him to the commanding officer of Fort Gibson or Fort Towson.
1f the captive be brought to your post, you will take charge of him
until ealled for by an agent of the Texian Government and report
the fact to this office.

1 am sir very respectiully Yr Obt Servt

R. JoxEs
Adjutant (fenl.”
Col. W Davexport Gth. infy comy
Fort (fibson.
Lieut Col. G Loomis 6th. infy comg
Fort Towson™

In order to carry out the measures adopted by the Government
of the United States for the restoration of the youth, it will be proper
to appoint some person at as early a day as possible, to act as the
agent of the Government ol Texas at Fort Gibson or Fort Towson

haie .
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.In a conversation which I had with the Secretary of War, upon
this subject, he informed me that during the last summer he had
communicated to Major Reily information, which had been reed.
by the War Department, of the release of two boys who had been
purchased from the C'ommanches in the west of Arkansas, at the
instance of the indian agents in that quarter, and who had been
captured by the indians in Texas. The Secretary also informed me
that a deseription of the youths had been furnished to Maj Reily,
that the same might be communicated to the Texian Government.
Ile further informed me that theso youths were under the charge
of the United States authoritics, and that he was very anxious that
measures should be taken by my Government to receive them. ITe
also informed me that two hundred dollars had been paid for each of
these boys, and that it would be expected, that the Government of
Texas would refund that amount, besides the ordinary expenses of
transmission and maintenance. If this matter has not yet received
the attention of your Department, I hope that it will meet your early
consideration and action.

In my communication to the Department of State of the United
States I informed that Department thai T was authorized to draw
upon the Government of Texas for the ordinary lees (only) of sub-
sistence and transmission of the captive boy Liyons. Ina con-
versation with Mr. Spencer Secretary of War upon this subject he
informed me that they had invariably paid to the Indians, various
amounts as purchase money which it was expected the Government
ol Texas would refund, and desired to know of me if T was authorized
to draw for such sums so paid: I replied that I was not; that I con-
ceived such a policy was caleulated to stimulate the indians to make
captives, instoad of repressing their aggressions, but that this matter
should be laid before my Government, and that T entertained the
opinion that so far as money had been expended, by the United
States, in good faith, the same would be refunded: while, I was
satisflied that Texas would deprecate the establishment of such a
policy. 1 desire the instructions of your Department upon this
subject, and hope to receive them at as early a day as possible.

In my last dispatch you were informed that the United States
Government would forward instructions to a proper commissioner,
who should repair immediately to the Waco Village to join at the
earliest day possible the proposed Indian Council, which is to
meet at that place. T have now the pleasure of informing you
that the instructions have been dispatched to Pierce M Butler Esq
theiv Indian agent in the West of Arksnsas, who is duly
authorized to represent the Government of the United States,
in that council. Ilis instructions are not such as T conceived the
most desirable for the interest of Texas, but yet, T hope if carried
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into effect will prove beneficial to Texas. T desired thai the Com-
missioner might be authorized to conclude a treaty in the nature
of an alliance, or upon such terms, as that the United States might
become a guarantee for the fulfillment and observance of the stipu-
lations concluded between the Indians and Texas. These several
matters were submitted and discussed in the Cabinet meeting and
dissented from by the Government. The objections urged were,
that it was contrary to the policy of the Unitod States to form
alliances of such character with any power, and that such a provission
would hazard the ratification of the treaty by the Senate of the
United States. [ herewith transmit you a copy of stipulations
which are to govern the United Stafes Commissioner—they aro
based upon the supposition that a treaty is first concluded between
Texas and the Indian tribes, to which the United States is a witness,
and at the conclusion of this treaty the United States, Texas and the
Indians agree to these stipulations, the first of which is not reciproeal
in its charneter, and which I informed the Secretary of War, 1 thought
would not be agreed to by Texas, but he desired that the same might
be submitted to my Government, for its consideration, while Mr
Butler would be directed mot to insist upon its adoption, unless
desired by the Govt of Texas. Should it be objected to, he is author-
ized to agree to the subsequent stipulations, and omit the first. The
preamble and stipulations are as follows,

“Whereas, there are sundry tribes of Indians inhabiting the
couniry in and about Red river, which constitutes the boundary
line between the United States of America and the Republic of
Texas, who are migratory and are somctimes found within the
territories of one (Government, and at other times in the territory
of the other making cach in time an asylum and shelter from pur-
suit, and whereas with a view to establish peace with the said Indians
and to secure the inhabitants of Texas from the incursions and depre-
dations to which they are exposcd, the Government of that country
has invited a number of the said tribes to meet in council commis-
sioners on the part of Texas, and has also requested the Government
of the United States to be represented at such council, and whereas
in pursuance of such invitation Delegates and Chicfs from the follow-
ing tribes have assembled at the village of Waco on the Brazos river,
namely, Commanches ete ete, and certain articles of a treaty of
peace and friendship between the people of Texas and the said tribes
have been agreed to and concluded.

The United States of America being desirous to promote peace on
their own borders, and to render all the aid which common interest
may require to prevent depredations upon the persons and property
of their own citizens as well as the inhabitants of Texas, have been
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represented at the conclusion of said treaty by their commissioner
for that purpose, Peirce M. Butler Esq, their Indian Agent for the
Cherokees, who in their behalf has witnessed the execution of the
suid treaty. Now it is hereby stipulated and agreed by and between
the said United States of the first part, the Republic of Texas of the
second part and the Chiefs Braves and Warriors of the said tribes
of indians of the third part as follows.

First.

That the Indians of the several tribes represented by the Chiefs,
Braves, and Warriors who sigmed this freaty will not commit any
depredations on the property or any injuries to the persons of any
whites, Indians, or others living within the jurisdietion of the United
States and entitled to their protection, and that if any property is
wrongfully taken from the territory of the United Stutes, or any
persons entitled to their protection are captured by the said indians,
or any of them, they will on demand restore such captives and such
property or will pay the full value of such property, and that upon
neglect or refusal to comply with this agreement the United States
by their officors ngents and soldiers may pursue such property and
captives and retake them by force of arms, although they may happen
to be within the territorial limits of the Republic of Texas.

Second.

In case any of the said Indians shall bring into the territory of the
United States any property or persons wrongfully taken, within the
limits of Texas, the United States engage to render all the aid in
their power for the return of such property and captives, and for the
seizure of the offenders who may have brought them within the terri-
tory of the Uniied States, and they will deliver up to the authorized
agents of Texas such property and capttves and the offenders so
seized, if such offenders usually inhabit within the limits of Texas,
and if they usually inhabit within the limits of the United States,
then, the United States will cause them to be proceeded aguinst and
punished in the manner provided by their laws: the Government
of Texns furnishing proof of the facts that may have taken place
within its jurisdiction.

Third. In like manner the Government of Texas engages to rendor
all the aid in its power for the recovery and return of any property
or persons that may have been wrongfully taken by the said Indians,
or any of them from the territories of the United States, and carried
into the dominions of Texas, and will cause the persons and property
50 captured to be delivered to the authorized agents of the United
States, and will cause the offenders to be seized and delivered up to
such agents, if such offenders usually reside within the limits of the
United States, but if they usually reside within the boundaries of
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Texas, then the Government of Texas will cause them to be proceeded
against and puunished in the manner provided by their laws; the
United States furnishing proof of the facts that may have oceurred

within their limits.
(Concluslen of stipulations)

Should the proposed treaty be concluded, and any of the tribes
that become parties to the same bo Indians of the United States,
alone, it will be necessary to guard against that portion of the pre-
amble, which sets forth that these tribes are migratory in their char-
acter, and by which the United States might obtain an acknowledg-
ment upon the part of Texas, that these Tndians were not of the char-
acter which the United States were already bound to restrain. And
here permit me to call your attention to a fact, which has presented
itself to my mind, which scems to be unknown to the Seerctary of
State, or if known seems to be wholly disregarded by his department.
Tt is important that I should know the views of my Government in
relation toit. I allude to the fact, whether the treaty between Mexico
and the United States, or any part of {he same, is held to be binding
upon Texas, or upon the United States so far as the same may have
related to Toxas. By the 34th article of that treaty I mean tho
troaty of 1831, it is provided after eight years from its ratification the
seme may be terminated by either party giving notice to the other
of its intention go to do, after twelve months from the date of said
notice. From the instructions of Mr. Mayfield late Secretary of
State of Texas to Mr. Bee, with the communication from Mr. Amory
Secretary of Legation, who wrote in the absence of Mr. Bee, to Mr.
Webster Secretary of State of the United States, which communica-
tion is dated the 19th. of May A D 1841, I learn the facts which have
induced me to believe that, that treaty has ceased to exist except the
provision of amity. I submit the following extracts which have
induced this conclusion.

[Here follows an cxtract from Mayfield to Bee, April 20, 1841,¢
beginning with the words, “Iam directed”’, and ending with the words
1o the 34th. article of the treaty”; and one from Amory to Web-
ster, May 19, 1841,% béginning with the words, ‘“the undersignod is
instructed”’, and ending with the words, *‘ article 34 of said treaty’’.]

T hope to hear from your department the views of Government in
relation to this subjeet.

I have at length succeeded, three days ago, in obtaining a copy of
the treaty now pending before the Senate. Some of its main pro-
visions I fear are in jeopardy. I allude to the 4th. and 5th. articles.
At the suggestion of Mr. Archer I have hastily drawn up unoficially,

¢ See Correspandence with the United States, Additional Letiers, above.
b See Correspondence with the United States, Tart I
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| ' for the committee on Foreign relations, of which he is chairman,
some of the leading arguments which T conceived most likely to
l present the treaty in a fair light before the Senate and impress that
f body with the importance of its ratification. The communication
Is somewhat lengthy which prevents my sending you a copy Iendeav-
ored to impress the committee with the opinion that if these leading
features were rejected the fragments would not be worth preserving.
The late internal difficulties in Texas, and the dissensions aINoRg our
selves I regret to say have added much strength to the opposition
which is arrayed against this treaty, and I have no doubt have caused
much of the timidity and reluctance manifested by the United States
in the formation of an alliance or triplicate treaty with the Tndians
for our mutual protection as before alluded to, while it has induced
the public mind to rely with less confidence in the Institutions of our
country. If those individuals, who scatter the seeds of discord,
knew their baleful effects upon our interests abroad, I feel confident
that they would sacrifice their motives of personal ambition upon the
altar of their common country, and unite with a single purpose under
the Single Star for the welfare of the whole nation. The old United
States Bank, and some of its agents, who are in possession of certain
Texian bonds, which were purchased by them, are meking a heavy
effort, against the ratification of any treaty. I have collected all the
Lnportant facts in relation to these matters, and placed them in
possession of Senators, who are willing to act upon such matters ag
concern the mutual welfare of both nations in a proper and unpreju-
diced light.

In my last dispatch I said to your Department that in the course of
a day or two I would write further upon the subject of the interposi-
tion of this Government. Since the date of that communieation, I
have had frequent conversations with the President and Secretary of
State upon this subject, which were principally of a strictly confidential
character, in regard to which, I am only permitted to say that this
Government, influenced by the most laudable desire to restore peace
between Mexico and Texas, will not fail to use every means within
its power, consistent with its honor and high standing as a nation,
to bring about this desirable result. And here permit me to direct
your attention to the importance of withholding from the public
eye, so much of my dispatch No. 93 as relates to this subject,. .

It is important, as I conceive, for the interest of Texas that she
should settle down upon some policy to which she will strictly adhere,
as far as circumstances will permit, during the pendency of hosiilitics
1 with Mexico. We should determine to act exclusively upon the
defensive, or determine upon the more vigorous course of making
war upon Mexico by all the means which we could bring to our aid.

89728°—voL 2, rr 1—11-—8
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Had the Government persevered in confining its operntions st home,
I am satisfied that the measures, taken to arrest the predatory war-
fare that had been carried on upon our borders, would have proved
entircly successful, and that, in future we should have had nothing
to dread but a formidable invasion of such a character as would have
been lilely to test by a trial at arms the comparative strength of the
two nations. Such an invasion, however, might have been delayed
by the revolutionary movements in Mexico, and the hostilities now
going on between that country and Yucatén, while such delay, with
the attendant uncertainty which would hang over our affairs, might
have continued to retard our advancement, and consequent pros-
perity that must exist upon the restoration of peace and the termina-
tion of our difficulties. The Government, however, having given its
sanction to the partial invasion of the Mexican territory, with a view
of retalinting for the many injuries which Mexico has inflicted upon
us, must stand justified in the sight of every impartial mind, though
this change of policy will materially affect the measures which the
United States would have conceived herself justifinble in taking
while our operations were confined at home. Having commenced
offensive operations, (though necessary to our defence,) the whole
powers of the Government, should be united in their prosecution. I
think the war, {and my opinion meets with the unanimous concur-
rence for their [sic] is searcely o dissenting voice to be found of all
the intelligent men with whom I havo conversed since it was posi-
tively known that Genl. Sommerville® had gone to the Rio Grande,)
should be prosecuted not only with vigor but the greatest soverity,
and that Mexico should he made to feel the eflects of that vengence
which has long been restrained; and that interest and safety may
prompt her to the acknowledgment of that which her disregard of
right and justice has withheld.

T am still without information respecting the movements of the
army, and await with great anxiety the receipt of intelligence con-
cerning them.

The intelligence which has recently reached here, of the movements
of Commodore Jones of the American squadron on the coast of Cali-
fornia, in taking possession of Montercy u Mexican town near that
coast, has created some sensation and various surmises are afloat of ita
probable effects upon the relations of the two countries. In a con-
versation which I had two days since, with a diplomatic functionary,
who is on terms of greai intimacy with Genl, Almonte Mexican
Minister, the opinion was cxpressed by that gentleman in the con-
versation alluded to, that the Mexican Government would likely
withhold a portion of the indemnities, which she has lately agreed to
pay to the United States in order to indemnily herself for the dam-

a Somervell.
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ages sustained by the taking possession of California by Commodore
Jones.  Something may grow out of {his.2

The last accounts from Mexico State that the Congress had dis-
persed and that the revolution had thus far progressed without
bloodshed, and that Santa Anna had every prospect of suceess.

Through the medium of g gentleman of high standing, who resided
many years in the City of Mexico and who i on the most intimate
terms with Genl. Almonte, I have been endeavouring to learn the
views and policy of the Mexican Government towards Texas, and the
prospects, if any, of a settlement of our difficulties. This gentleman
has had two or three conversations with Genl. Almonte, in which the
latter spoke frecly of our relations.  As this gentleman is ¥ob prose-
cuting this matter, and as nothing definite has yet been learned, T
will reserve this subject for & future communication

Trusting that T shall soon have the pleasure of hearing from your
Department T have the honor to be with the highest sentiments
of regard

Your Obedient Servant
Isanc Van Zanor

JONES 1O VAN Zawbpr.®

[Relative to the way in which the war with Toxas is carried on
by Mexico.]

VAN ZanpT TO WERSTER, ©

WarLes to Byg.d

VAN Zanpr 10 JonEs,®
Despatch No. 96

LEGATION or Trxas
Washington City Jany 25th. 1843

To
Honorable
Axson Jonms
Secretary of State
Sir

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt two days sinee of your
despatches of the 25th. 26th. 28th. and 30th. ultimo. The several
matters embraced in all which have received my prompt attention.

afee House Erec, Docs., 27th Cong., 3d Bess,, V (Berigl No, 422), 166; Websier, Porks, VI, Dp. 404632,

3 January 23, 1843, This letter is not In Lhe archives; hut the same letter,
Ashbel 8mith, for which see Correspondence with Great Britaln,

oJanuary 24, (843, See Ven Zanet to Fones, January 25, 1843,

dlanuary 25, 1843, See Calendar of Correspondence wilh the United Sutes in farg I,
¢L, 8.

mula!ls mutandis, was sent to
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Your instructions in a former despatch, and repeated again in your
dispatch of the 25th. ultimo, with regard to the appointment of a
commissioner to represent the United States at the proposed Indian
Council, which is to meet at the Waco Village on the Brazos river,
has sometime since received my attention and you were informed in
my dispatch No. 95 of the succoss of my efforts,

So soon as your last despatches were received, I immediately called
upon the President and Secrotary of State of the United States, and laid
before them tho intelligence, in relation to the course intended to be
pursued by the British and French Governmenis, upon the subject
of mediation, and expressed to them the desires of my Government,
that the United States should give the necessary instructions to her
minister in Mexico, that a concert of action might be had on the part
of these three great powers. The President and Sceretary of State
both expressed the greatest desire to do all in their power to further
the proposed object, repeating at the same time, the facts, which they
had before communicated to me, that their minister in Mexico had
been instructed, sometime sinee, to offer to that Government the medi-
ation of his Government in the settlement of the diflicultics between
Pexag and Mexico, Mr. Webster also assured me, that the additional
information which I had communicated to him should be immedi-
ately transmitted to Mr, Thompson, their minister, renewing at the
same time, nnd urging his attention to the former instruetions which
had been given him upon this subject. I then told Mr. Webster that
T would immediately address him a formal communication upon this
subject, which promise I have complied with this morning,® a copy
of which you will find hereto annexed. You will discover in this
communication to Mr. Webster, that I did not confine myself exclu-
sively to the points embraced in your instructions, but have alluded
briefly to the ecompaign across the Rio Grande under the command of
Genl. Sommerville, T did this upon consultation with Mr. Wobster,
who promised to send o copy of my communication to Mr, Thompson,
that he might show the same to the Mexican Government, should he
deom it necessary, and from which he might show that we were driven
to such course from motives of sell defence, and a desire of peace, and
not the acquisition of territory, or a desire to inflict unnecessary cvils
upon the Mexican people.

From facts which [have] come to my knowledgo, I deemed it proper
and necossary to make known both to the President and Secretary
of State here the fact that General Hamilton was neither directly or
indirectly recognized by the Government of Texas, as its agent to
transact or negotinte, either treaties, or business of any character,
which concerned my Government, nor would the services of that
gentleman be employed, by the Executive in any such capacity.

o The date of the letter to Webster as printed was Janu'ary 24; ¢ this morning’’ was apparently the 25th,
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These facts T informed tho President and Secretary of State were
founded upon the instructions Trom your department.e

T have Intely received a communication from the War department
through the Secretary of State of the United States informing me
of the measures taken by that Government to interdict the trade
between tho whites and half breeds of the United States and the
Indians of Texag, a copy of which communication you will find here-
with enclosed. You will perceive in this communication, that the
Secretary alludes to complaints which have been made by the Choe-
taw Indians against the Citizens of Texna residing upon the border:
1 am graiified to receive Mr, Benton’s letter upon this subject, ag
it will afford me an opportunity, of showing to the Secrotary of
War that there are two sides to this case, and that our citizens, if
to blame at all, are not alone in the wrong. A copy of Mr Bentons
letter will be enclosed to the Department as soon as T have time to
write the necessary communication,

Since my last dispatch, T have continued to urge the adoption of
the treaty lately concluded here, and though T have had to combat,
not only, the prejudices arising from our disorganized condition af
home, but also the great opposition which arose here, from various
sources, and to which T alluded in my former dispatches, I have
now the pleasure o inform you, that, T think there is every prospect
of a speedy and favorable action upon it by the Senate, I have
Just had a conversation with Mr. Archer, Chairman of the Committeo
on Foreign Relations, who expressed to mo his ontire satisfaction,
and promised to make g report on tomorrow morning. The amend-
ment which the President desired to be made, I think 1 shall be
enabled to have effected, though upon this, T could obtain no satis-
factory answer, as the Senators with whom I have conversed gave
no definite opinion in relation to it

I'learn from Mr. Archer that 4 communication has been made to
the Committec on Foreign Relations of the Senate by the holders of
Texas liabilities. The purport of this communication T wag unable
to learn. Mr. Archer informed me however, that the commumnication
had been returned.

The gratifying intelligence has reached here, both from Galveston
and Matamoras, that Genl, Somerville is operating with some effect
upon the Rio Grande., T regretted to learn that some of his troops
had refused to submit to his orders, and had returned from Laredo.
The promptness and determination, which characterized the action,
of Genl. Sommerville upon the oceasion, has had g salutary influence

here upon the public mind. I repeat again the opinion, which I
—
2 0f. Jones 16 Van Zandt, December 25,1842, In Lart I,
b 0f. Jones to Van Zandt, December 30, 1842; Van Zandt {o Webster, February 3, 1843 I Calendar of
Correspondence with the United Stales in Part T,
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expressed in my last despatch, (und this view is fully concurred in
by the friends of Texas who occupy exalted stations in this country
but whose names I am not permitted to give) that every effort should
be made by the Government, to sustain this movement of our troops:
the greater the effect that is produced, and the more formidable the
demonstration that is made, the stronger will be the arguments,
which may be used by the powers mutually friendly, why peace
should be restored between the two countries.

Mr. Webster informed me in a conversation had with him , two days
since, in relation to the interposition whiclh had been formally invoked,
by my Government, that so soon, as the result of the expedition to
Yucatan was made known, it was the determination of his Govern-
ment, to make a representation to the Mexican Government upon
this subject, in which his Government should be inclined to remon-
strate in sfrong language, and that a copy of such communication,
when made, should be immediately forwarded to the French and
British Governments.

I'have the honor to be with high respect

Your Obedient Servant
laaac Van Zawpr

P. 5. Please remember me to the President and his good Lady.

[Mnclosed are copies of the following:® Van Zandt to Webster,
January 24, 1843; Webster to Van Zandt, January 20, 1843; Spencer
to Webster, January 17, 1843.]

Eve Tto Joxus.b

Leearron or Tue Usitep StarTes
Galveston Janvary 26th. 1843
The ITonble,
AxnsoN Joxes
Secretary of State of Texas

Sir :

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the
12th, Instant® with the enclosed Exequatur for Mr. Smith as Consul
of the United States for the Port of Matagorda.

Thave recently received a letter from M. B. Hale Esquire managing
owner of the Brig Retrieve with an enclosed Duplicate account of
charges, for detention, damages, and expenscs of that vessel, incured ;

a See Calendar of Correspondence with the Uniled StalesIn Tart I,
bA.L.S.
¢ Thig note has not heen found.
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in eonsequence of its scisure by order of the President of Toxas. A
copy of which I herewith transmit to you

By an examination of the aceount you will discover that the owners
claim (as an indemnification for the loss which they contend that they
have sustained) tho sum of ($5.042.50/100) five thousand forty two
dollars and fifty cents

In all my correspondence (both ora: and written) with this govern-
ment upon the subject of this claim T have been influenced by a
sincere and ardent desire that it should be adjusted in such a way,
as to give entire satisfaction to all the parties concerned

In pursuance of that desire and not having then been informed of
the extent of the injury which the owners of the Retrieve have sus-
tained, I proposed in my note to you of the 30th. of December 1ot
to take ecleven hundred dollars in discharge of all ¢laims against the
Government of Texas on account, of the Retrievo provided the appro-
priation was made and the amount paid over, but should this pro posi-
tion not be accepted and the amount of Damages be left to future
investigation the proposition was not to be considered as binding
upon Captain Means.

When Captain Means left Galveston he was not apprised of the
extent of the injury which his vessel had sustained while in the
service of Texas; he was by agreement to have sent me from Mobile
the amount of injury so soon as the repairs were made. The first
intimation which I have reccived as to the extent of the damages is
Mr. Hales letter.

I have not been informed whither any appropriation has been mado
at the late session of Congress to discharge this eluim, and now ask
for the information and if made how much, and when I may expect
that it will be paid

With sentiments of high regard and Respeet

I have the honor to be
Your obedient servant
Joserur Eve

(Cony.)
NEWBURYPORT December 27th 1 542
Honble, Josern Evg '
Charge & Affaires of the T. S,
Republic of Texas

Dr Sir

Upon receipt of the documents from the late Capt. Thomas Means
relative to the seisure of the Brig Retrievo by the authorities of Texas,
while at Galveston, I lost no time in laying the matter before the
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Executive at Washington and have been informed by the Secretary
of State, that that Department had been previously made acquainted
with the subject through you, and that a correspondence had taken
place with the Texan Government.

The claim as made up by Capt. Means, and forwarded you from
Mobile, amounting to three thousand nine hundred forty two 50/100
dollars, does not embrace all the charges which the owmers of the
Retrieve believe the Texan Government ought justly to allow, and
in their account nccompanying their Memorial to the Executive they
have made such additional charges as seems fo them correet, and
thinking that you may not have been put in possession of these addi-
tional items, beg leave to lay before you a duplicate of the account
forwarded to the Department of State at Waslington.

Tn proof of the charge for additional time amounting to eight hun-
dred dollars, I beg to state that the time of the detention of the vessel
for Tepairs is only computed from the 23d July to the 10th. August,
Whereas it should have been 32 days more up to the 11th. of Sep-
tember, that being the day when the repairs were completed as
appears by Port Wardens survey held at Mobile.

The charge for additional time is proper and reasonable because
the vessel was unemployed during said period and the delay and loss
were the divect consequences of the seizure.

The owners of the Retrieve have not received on account of this
loss any compensation either by insurance or otherwise.

T would further state that although the accompanying account is
made up from the documents and proofs which have been received,
yet. the amount falls far short of the whole extent of their loss.

And in consequence of this unlawful and unjustifiable proceeding
on the part of the Texan Government not only have the owners suf-
fered severcly a heavy pecuniary loss; but it was without doubt the
cause of the decease of Capt. Means at Mobile.

The owners therefore rely upon the Government of their Country
for protection, and respectfully request that such measures may be
taken to afford them relief, and compensate them for their loss, as to
the proper authorities of the Government shall seem best.

An acknowledgment of the receipt of this is respect{ully requested,
and any information as to the progress of adjustment of this matter
will be gratefully received.

I have the honor to be
Dr. Sir your Obt. Svt.
(signed) M. E. HaLr
Managing owner of Brig Retrieve




