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CORRESPONDENCE WITH MEXICO,

HaMirToN To BEE.2

HaminroNn 70 CopPranD [COPELAND].?

Hamirton Tto LAMAR.C

{Private and Confidential} NEw York June 28th. 1839
My DEAR Sir.—

This will be handed you by the Gentleman to whom I refered
in my letter to you by my son—Mr, James Treat of this City—whom
I beg leave to introduce to your confidence and acquaintance. Mr.
Treat has resided many years in Mexico and is intimately acquainted
with most of the leading public men of that country, and withal
spenks its language fluently. He is well acquainted with Santa
Amna, and is the correspondent of the Italian Gentlemen, the agent
of Santa Anna, who had an interview with Mr Bee at Vera Cruz and
who is now in New Orleans, and who has invited Mr. Treat to join
him there for the purpose of ascertaining what privately can be done
to produce a speedy public pacification between Texas and Mexico
Ag it is due to Col Bee, Mr. Treat distinctly understands he is to act
under the instructions of Col Bee, and in subordination to his views.
Az I think after your Minister has had all the trouble and peril of
the Mission he ought to have whatever honor may arise from its
suecessful issue,

The great point to be gained is that Mexico may concur to the
mediation of the United States and that the negotiation may be
transfered to Washington with ag little delay as possible. Mr.
Treat or his friend in New Orleans, (Santa Anna’s agent) will repair
after a proper understanding, with Col Bee on all points (under your
instructions) to Vera Cruz if necessary, after all the facts are known
between the contracting parties. The vast importance of having the
fact officially known in London, that Mexico agrees to the mediation
of the United States, and that the negotiation is transfered to
Washingion, cannot be overestimated in the business confided to
my hands. Now as great Scerecy, Vigilance and dispatch are nec-
essary in this highly momentous affair, Col Bee cannot have a more
efficient and faithful adjunct than Mr Treat, or a safer counsellor.
His character is most highly vouched by gentlemen who have my
confidence, and their favorable opinions are entirely confirmed by
my own observation. Mr. Treat starts post, and will repair to New
Orleans, and after seeing his friend, will repair to Texas, to see you

aJune 24, 1839 (extract). See Bee to Webb, Tuly 5, 1839,

dJune 29, 1839. See Hamilton to Lamar, June 28, 1838. The inclosure is dated one day later than the
letter with which it went.

«See Records of Department of State (Texas), Book 41, p. 407-408.
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if neceasary. He is specially advised to keep me constantly informed
of the progress of the negotiation, by the Steamers and Packets
from New Orleans, or Vera Cruz wherever he may be, which will
be of no small moment as he is an exceedingly punctual and able
correspondent.

* * * * * * *a

Mr. Treat also takes two hundred thousand dollars in Post N otes,
made payable to the order of R Copeland, Assistant Cashier of the
Merchants Bank, and only to be delivered to such person as you or
the Secretary of the Treasury of Texas, may authorize to receive
them. They are in 100$ Notes, and only designed to purchase sup-
plies for our frontier defence, for which they are alone designed, for
if they were cashed, you would have to submit to a loss of six or cight
per cent, '

I have the honor to remain my Dear, Sir, with sincere esteem very
respectfully Your. Obedient Servant '

J. ITamirron
His Excellency,

MirapEAU B TiaMmar
President of the Republic of Texas

P. 8. 1, enclose you a copy of a letter to Mr. Copeland, assistant
cashier of the Merchants Bank, relative to Post Notes, as the Mer-
chants Bank is in fact a branch of the B, U. 8. and as we are under
infinite obligations to the Bank U. 8. for their aid, in raising our
recent advance. Would it not be worth your while, to direct the

Secretary of the Treasury, to open the a/c of the Republic with that
ingtitution.

. New York June 29th 1539
DEar Smm.—

This will be handed you by James Treat Esqr. who is the bearer of
a package containing the following bundles of post notes, B. U, S.

No. 810 to No. 1209. inclusive 400 Notes of 100%. . ... ... ... ... .. $40. 000
1210 1609, do do do do ..o .. 40. 000
‘1610 ¢ 2009, B ¢ ‘f E 40, 000
‘2010 62409 o o f . 40. 000
2410 2809 ‘¢ o “ . 40. 000

I will thank you after a simple endorsement to hold them subject
to the written order of his Excellency Mirabeau B Lamar President
of the Republic of Texas, or his Secretary of the Treasury. Should
a person however make his appearance at the Merchants Bank with
a written order addressed to my son Thomas Lynch Hamilton, from
President Lamar, or the Secretary of the Treasury of the Republic of
Texas, you can deliver the notes to him, as T had at first designed to

@ Here is omilted a paragraph relative to Treat’s compensation.
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make the Post Notes payable to Iy sons order, and so advised Presi-
dent Lamar. On reflection however, Mr. ¢ und Imyself
thought it best to make them payable to yours, as some accident on
the Boat, might either detain or prevent my son from reaching New
Olreans. I wish you would be particular and verify ? the order from
the Texian Government, to deliver the notes, examining whether
addressed to the President or Cashier of the Merchants Bank, or to
Thomas Tiynch Hamilton, You will likewise oblige me by saying to
the Texian Agent, that it would be contrary to the understanding
under which they were received, that they should be cashed at a
discount, or hawked about the market in New Orleans, as they are
lent exclusively for the purpose of purchasing supplies for the Indian
Campaign, © und can be used at par for such purchases, as those sell-
ing provisions or munitions of War, will gladly receive them as a cash
equivalent. Tt would be well for You to say to the Texian Agent
that he had better, for safety keep the notes on deposit in the Mer-
chants Bunk, and merely take them out, as he may disburse them.

1 remain Sir, with great respect. Your Obedient Servant,

J Haminton.
To

k. CorLanp 2 Esqr.

Asst. Cashier of the Merchants Bank, New Orleans.

P. S. be so kind as to address your reply, to the care of Mesers
Meckshur Coster & Madfold New York, who will foward your lefter

to England to me, by the Great Western I embark in the Steamer
Liverpool on the 6th proximao,

BEr 10 Winn.e

ON Boarp Barqur Roarr WirLrams

June’ 1889.
Honl James Wern

Secretary of State.
Six,

I left Havana on the 12th inst, in the Roger Williams, for New
Orleans, having received every conceivable attention from Admiral
Baudin who, I find perlectly charmed with you all. By the bye, he
says, if not ordered to France, he will go to Texas, take horses and

ride over the couniry. I have assured him, the President would
furnish him with every facility.

2 Probably Burnley.
b The copy in the Record DBook reads ““and verl{ying.”
¢Against the Cherokees, See Quarlerly of the Tezas State Fistorical Association, 1, 3846,

@ Doubtless the copylst’s error for ““Copeland:” the name appearsin the latter form twice in the lotter of
Hamilton to Lamar with which this is inclosed.

€ Bee Records of Department of Stute (Texas), Book 41, p, 222-223.

7 Ag will be seen from the letier [tself, it was written during Bee’s voyage from Havane o New Orleans
beginning June 12.
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The letters I received from the Lizardi’s, just as T was leaving,
would have justified my remaining, if T had had where to lay my head,
but the French Fleet were to sail for Campeachy on saturday, and
there was not an English or American Government Vessel there.
There were a few American and Spanish Mercheant sloops, but I felt
it would neither be compatible with the honor of Texas, or my own
respectibility that I should be shifting from Craft to craft, and there-
fore, at onee proposed to the Secretary of State of Mexico, that he
should appoint an agent to meet me at Washington, if they were dis-
posed to open the negotiation. I wait with infinite anxiety to know
the result upon my arrival at New Orleans.

My letter to you written in great haste, the night before T left Vers
Cruz, gave you my impressions then without having informed you of
any preliminary steps! These, you will discover in my letter of the
24th May now sent you. On the whole, *“doubt not but success will
fashion the event in better shape than I can lay it down in likeli-
hood.” Tndeed, have no fears,—say to Genl. Johnston prepare
moderately, but to be assured he will never have a Mexican Army to
contend with. They have no N avy: they have not a dollar in their
Treasury: they have not paid their Officers or men for Years: they
owe Great Britain 60 Million of dollars: they are paying France
200 000 dollars every two months: how? by borrowing of the Mer-
chants at 40 per cent discount and giving orders on the Custom
Houses. The American Minister Judge Bllis is to receive monthly
from the custom house so much,—and if not, then half the amount.
Where then are they to get money to annihilate Texas? Sir the ques-
tion is settled.

: New OrLEANS July 6th 1839.

On my arrival T found a letter from Col. Almonte saying “T was
desired by the President to open my views,” the very point they had
refused. Had I received this letter on board the Fleet, I would
immediately have obtained re-admission into Vera Cruz, but it is
best as it is. T am satisfied Washington will be a better atmosphere,
than Mexico. I am hourly expecting the Vessel from Vera Cruz.

Mr Hammekin will be the bearer of this communication. T send
him in order that the President may sanction my proceeding to Wash-
ington, and extend my instructions should he deem it advisable, but
they are so full and so admirably drawn, that I do not think you will
have much more trouble.

I found Texas money at 28 cents on reaching here. I instantly
went to the Brokers and told them it was intrinsically worth 75 cents,
and that there was every probability of our commissioners succeeding

m Europe; to day it is 40 cents, and the moment it is known, that you
have an advance, as it must be, through the Bank, it will be higher.
If the Banks of this city were worth a farthing (and they are not) I
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would have obtained One hundred thousand Dollars, and bought up
all our money—for the Government—and even now, I would suggest
the Secretary of the Treasury sending Col Love by the return of the
Columbia, with authority to do so. Of course it will be enhanced,
but many thousand dollars will be gained by the operation. Mr.
Bryane the Consul, might be authorized: I have found him very
solicitous to forward the interests of Texas
I am with great respect
Your Obdt Servant
Barnarp E. Bek.

Bre 1o Wesn.?

[Confidential.]
Orueans 5th July 39
My pEAR SIR,

I am in receipt of two letters by express from Gen’l Hamilton of
the 23d and 24th June. The last says, “ My Son left Philadelphia
“yesterday Ev’g at 6 0.’k for New Orleans. Ile will reach there by
“the 4th July. Do not let the Steam Boat leave without him, as
“he has important despatches for your Govt, and ought to return
“in time for their advices to be forwarded by the Great Western on
“the 1st. August.,” He adds,—* Remain yourself in Orleans until
“ M1 Treat arrives, as he will convey to you very important informa-
“tion from me. Mr Treat is the correspondent of Santa Anna’s
“agent now in New Orleans and will aect in subordination to your
“views. It may be necessary to send this agent to Mewxico for de-
“gpatches authorising you to negotiate under the mediation of the
“TUnited States. Write me weekly that T may use every auspicious
“incident beneficially.”

Iam very much in hopes the letters I wrote the night preceding my
leaving the French Fleet will accomplish ¢l that Genl. Tamilton
seems to desire, and I have little doubt that the first vessel from
Vera Cruz will satisfy us upon this point. The calms at this Season
detain her I presume. The Secret Agent alluded to by Gen’l Hamil-
ton, and of whom I wrote from Vera Cruz is deily with me. T play
him off under the plea that I am in direct correspondence with the
Sec'y of State, Mr. Gorostiza, but he assures me until I make myself
felt nothing positivze will be effected. Gen’l Hamilton is so satisfied
of this, that he says he had reserv’d money for me, but that as T have
returned I must draw upon you. I think Five Thousd Dollars will
be enough for the present. I will thank you to send me an order
for this Am’t through Mr Forstall of the House of Tizardi. 1

¢ Willlam Bryan, Texan congul at New Orleans, v A L. S
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intimated to Mr Packenham that wh
with.  He will understand it
Peace by Novr.! I saw Mr Kni

at he undertook we could comply
Say to Gen’l Lamar he shall have
ght in the Havana, who made a great
many inquiries after you. He says Texas must sueceed with such
men as Judge Webb. You will very much oblige me by seeing the

Secy of the Treasury. on turning to his books he will find that in

1838, The Dep’t accepted but never p’d a drfi for $1500 with

Intrst. frm Decr 1836 in favor of the Washington City Bank. It
was for money advanced by the Bank to Col. Hockley and myself
on the Santa Anna Expedition. It would be very unpleasant to me
to go to Washington with this dr'ft unpaid. The letter to the Dept.

I' presume points out when the money is to be remitted. T am very
stre you will attend to this for me.

T am with great regard
Sineerely Yours

Barvarp E Bex
Judge Wees

Ber 70 Wypn.s

[Private.]

ORrLEANS July 6th 1839—19.0%k
My prar Sig,

I am anxiously looking out for the Mobile Boat with the Mail and
our little ambassador from Gen’l H.' He writes me * and his Son
left Philadelphia on the 23d June at 6. o’ck in the m’g? so that I
have little doubt he will be here to day. The Columbia has con-
sented to wait until one o'clc—and I think will ’til 4. T have offered
to pay the pr diem expenses of the Boat if they will keep her until
tomorrow, should young Hamilton not arrive to day, but they say

Passengers being restive. Should the Co-
I will procure a Pilot Boat and send him as quick as
I omitted sug-
a Cruz that no act of an offensive
rt, but I am sure I need not malke
Peace is too essential to us and the opening too clear

I am Sincerely
Yourg

Barxarp E Brr

¢ In his letter of June 24,
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Hamirrox to LaMarse

NEw Yorr July 8th. 1839

My DEear Sir

The day previous to my intending to sail in the Steamer Liver-
pool, I received an intimation from a respectable Quarter that if I
would either sce or write to Martinez the Mexican Minister privately
before the 1Ist. Augst. that T would reccive a pretty unequivocal
assurance that Mexico was prepared to accept the mediation of the
United States. T deemed this too important a lever in my negotia-
tion to hesitate one moment, about it, more cspecially as Saligny,
did not until to day receive the permission of his Government to
take his report® in person to France. Hence he could not sail in
the Liverpool, but goes with me in the Great Western, on the first of
August as T am inelined to stick to him until we obtain the recogni-

“tion of Louis Philipe, As Mr. Shaw has gone over to lay the pre-

liminary basis for our negotiation, and from his knowledge as an
old and experienced Banker, is acquainted with all the capitalists in
London and is thoroughly in our interest, T will lose nothing, or
your Government, by the delay. Besides the London Stock Market
is very much depressed at the present, and until the produce of
another harvest, in England, is realized, which will not be until
September we cannot expect any improvement. We have such strong
friends, and our loan is so well arranged and got up, that I have
confident hopes of success by the 1st. October, and especially if we
are able to obtain the recognition of Lonis Philipe, of which I enter-
tain no doubt, with the application of the proper means. I hope
you have received the dispatches by my son, with the checks for
80,0008 likewise the Post Notes by Mr. Treat, which he was in-
structed to leave with the cashier of the Merchants Bank, subject to
your order.

I will write you again, in the course of a few days, In the mean
time be assured of the constant esteem, with which T am, Very
Respectfully and faithfully, your friend, and Obt. Servant

J. Hamivron
His Excellency
Miraggav B Lamar
Prest. of the Republic of Texas

P. 8. If Mr. Treat should as a private individual without any
official sanction from your people go to Vera Cruz to see Santa Anna
I would strongly recommend you to let him go, and ascertain the
disposition of the Mexican Government.

“ 8ee Records of Department of State (Texas), Book 41, pp. 404405,
?To the French Government on Texas. See note % p. 1230, in correspondence with
France.
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Bee 70 Wgpp.s

MercHANTS BANK

Orleans 9th July 1839.
My pEar Sir,

I have exerted every nerve to expedite Mr Reily. You had not
notified this Bank that you cxpected funds, and on their arrival, thev
proved to be post Notes payable at ¢ manths, which for purchases of
supplies etc will prove as good as cash, but for procuring Silver,
which was indispensable to Mr., Reily was a different thing. But this
was not all. The Bank was only authorised to deliver to the order of
Gen’l Lamar the two Aundred thowsand Dollars, and were he to send
an order to Morrow for that am’t they would be obliged to pay it.
Hence, I had to get them to advance me 7 "wenty Seven Thousand Dol-
fars in their Bills, and with this went into the Market and hought
Stlver. The Secy of the Treasury therefore in drawing will recollect
to do so from the Am’t logs $27,000, e will also be good enough to
sanction what I have done and to empower the Bank to pay them-
selves their déscount on the Am’t advanced, but upon this peint the
President of the Bank hus written to Gen’l Lamar, The Sc'y of the
Treasury will also be good enough to forward me a drf’ to cover tho
Am’t T have paid for Tnsurance to N achitoches, for the purchase of
Silver, for boxes, and for voyage. Amts to $250. 1 will send the re-
ceipts. Texas will have to give me a domain at Austin. Tam always
on the stretch for her, Upon reflection, T determined to keep young
Hamilton, as there was little chance of any thing being gained by
taking a Schooner. He will be with you by the Columbia—having
arrived just too late for her last trip.  You will be pleased with the
form of the bond sent on by his Father. Mr. Treat arrived to day
and will visit you. The Secret Agent has been with me as T wrote
ever sintce my arrival—unknown as such even to Mr Hammeken who
knew him in Mexico and saw him daily here. He did not wish to be

known unless T acknowledged him, which T did not wish to do until
T heard from Mexico, as T was in dérect correspondence with the Scy
of State Gorostiza. The Water Witch that T have been so anxiously
waiting for arrived to day brin’g me but one letter from Almonte, and
written supposing T was still in Vers Cruz. He says, “you are
“authorised to open your views to the Gov't in writing, as T com-
“municated to you in my last letter,” and adds “ ¥ am requested by
“the Presid’t to say Padre Muldoon was not imprisoned because he
“accompanied you but because he left Mexico for Texas without au-
“thority.” Now My dear Sir, T assure you the Padre left expressly
with Santa Annas authority—as he showed me Ads passport. The
truth is he was imprisoned for accompanying me, but merely for
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effect. They are a sharp People. The Secret Agent has rece’d full
communications from the person behind the scene. He says—* There
will be no difficulty—no matter who is at the head of Gov’t—but it
can only be approached in one way, and it may be tried in any other
in vain.”  Gen’l Hamilton and Mr Poinsett are so aware of this that
Mr Treat of New York has been sent to me as the most proper person
to visit Mexico and prepare the way. The truth is the officers of
Gov’t are only waiting for their fee to commence operations. I was
aware of this at Vera Cruz but T was solicitous of breaking ground
without it—fully sensible however, that as I progressed the way
would have to be paved with gold. The Presidents best plan is to
make up his mind to this at once, and to empower me to use my dis-
cretion, tho indeed I think he has long since done so. It was with
this view I wrote the other day for authority to draw $5000 to com-
mence with. My impression is that he will have to spend from Five
Hundred thousd to a Million in this way, but still T hope to do it out
of the Five Million; in other words to make the Five Million effect
odl objects. 1 shall offer them Silver instead of our bonds. I would
accompany Mr Treat but really have nothing to add and am greatly
in hopes by going to Pensacola, I shall meet the Constitution, who
will bring answers to letters carried out by Judge Ellis. Notwith-
standing Tornell’s ® proclamation T pray the President not to incur any
very large expense for the Mexican 60 Thousand Warriors as T assure
him he will never be on the field of battle with them again. Santa
Anna has only done it as a blind, and to convince them that the * cal-
umny ” of his hav’g promised Two Million to Texas for his liberty
is unfounded. I have never explained to you why I did not propose
an Armistice. I found they were so elated at the departure of the
French and the putting down the Federalists, that they would have
attributed it to apprehension on our part, so that of course, T never
named it.  On the contrary, I always took high, but cowrteous ground
with them. Almonte, as you are aware returned from England,
about a fortnight before I arrived at Vera Cruz T assure you he
wrote—* that he was afraid Lord Palmerston would acknowledge
Texas.” He failed you know in procuring a dollar. T have just had
an interview with a Mr Wright ¢ who says he is a Texian Citizen and
has given information to the Sey of War relative to our Indians.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH MEXICO.

* 8ee Bee to Webh, Tuly h.

b José Marfa Tornel, Mexican Minlster of War. For what is doubtless the document
veferred to see Telograph and Texas Register July 24, 1839, for “A Presentation ™ by
Tornel, June 18, 1839,

A, 8. Wright, a natilve of the United States, edueated at St. Mary's College near
Baitimore, lived many years in Spain, became a trader in Mexico, was employed by the
Texan Government In 1838 to glve Information regarding the frontier Indians, became
the secret agent of Bee in Mexico in 1830 and contlnued to give information to the
Texan Government as late as 1841. See The Red-Lander, September 20, 1842;: The
Telegraph ond Tevas Register, June 12, 1839; and Wright to Lamar, March 18, 1841,
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He assures me they are all restive, and require close watching, He
thinks the U. S, Indians would't require much to induce them to
sweep our praries, but apprehends nothing further at present. He
is on his way to Mexico and means to be promptly on the Rio Grande
with a view of kn'w’g ail their movements,  He proffer his services
to keep us constantly advised, and wishes to know if wo will recom-
pense him. I have assured him he will be compensated according to
the importance and accuracy of his information. T am indeed not
s0rry to have met this man, if he is worthy.  We ought to have at
this moment an individual who will keep us informed of all Mexico’s
steps. )

Every thing ought to be done now to bring our currency at par. It
would be a great relief to the officers of Gov’t as well as to the Com-
munity at large, but on this subject I need not say 2 word.

I commenced this letter in the Merchants Bank three days ago,
expecting young Hamilton would have got off that night. T close it
how, as a vessel is to leave to night and may arrive before the
Columbia.

I am sure you will be anxious to hear from me, and at all events
will be gratified to learn that M. Riely @ had left and with the Rhine.

I am with great regard
esteem and respect
Yours

Barnarp E Beg
Hon James Wess,

Bee to Weer.?
[Private]

Fripay M'¢
Mr. Barker has just called to say he will give you Specie for
your Post Notes, but he will not say at what? TFor all purchases 1
have before said they are as good as Gold. I am told a special ses-
sion is spoken of. Advise the President (instead) to pursue this
course. Call the New Congress at Austin accord’g to Law, but let
him intimate in his Proclamation the entire probability that they
will have to adjourn to Houston. By pursuing this course no un-
necessary removals or expense will be inecurr’d. The Public Papers
will remain where they are The People will not be breaking their
Necks to make accommodations which it will be impossible for them
to accomplish. The expense and trouble of an extra Session in a most
sickely month Sept., will be avoided, and the Members of the New
Congress will have had an opportunity of seeing the Spof and decid-
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ing for themselves as to its advantages as a permanent Seat of Gov’t.
I'only throw this out to you. T am told the situation is beautiful.
The Seat of Govt for the first Ten Years ought to be on the
Sea Shore, but if not T am for the Mountains. There is no inter-
mediate Spot rely upon it that will afford health. As to Houston I
am afraid by Octr. 1 third of the Population will be victims, T know
you will be all Sick. God avert it.
Yours Sineerely B. E. Bexr

Pray send young Humilton to the Tsland @ as soon as practicable.

Bee 0 Wenp.?
ORrLEANS July 1839
My pear Sig,

I am happy to inform you the Merchants Bank rendered every
facility in settling with Mr La Branche by giving their own notes
and discounting your Tost. Notes as before.  You may suppose this a
triffing circimstance to them, but in the present ““tight ” state of
things it is not s0. Forty Thousand Dollars in the conrse of a few
days for Texas not only deprived them of accomodating their Cus-
tomers, but rendered them liable to be called upon for Silver, The
Cashier will write to the President.s The Citizens Bank—Mr La
Branche’s—would have taken the Post Notes as Silver if they had
three instead of six months to run, but we are fortunate to have had
them at all. Tor all purehases as T wrote you they will pass as Cash,
My Inst letter by Mr Sanderson will have shown you that T had no
ides of going on to Washington until T heard from Vera Cruz. This
was my proposition to them, you know the night prior to my leav'g
and as the same thing has been recommended to them from Wash-
ington City, I have little doubt it will be acceded to. The Secret
Agency is a distinet thing. Tt is merely to let them understand what
we require and to assure them that if they enter warmly upon it we
will not be wanting in making them ample compensation. Tt was
for this T wanted the drf't to commence with. I wish to give the
Individual here a doceur, and T am desirous of sending an officer of
their Go’t a handsome carriage from this place. His name I enclose
you exclusively for the Presidents ear.

* I have been provoked at the appearance in the Houston Star of a
letter said to have been rec’d from me. I wrote no such letter, but
“that Gen’l Hamilton was sanguine of success and that his son was
expected with important despatches for the Gov’t "—and this I openly
s'd—as I found your currency was sinking daily, and no persons de-
erying it more than Mr Irion and Mr Beile, who were yet secretly
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buying it up. Mr Irion knowing perfectly well that Gen’l H.2 would
succeed.? Col. Love ought to know that they are our bitterest ene-
mies. I shall remain here until the return of the Columbia, hoping
by that time to hear something of the arrival of the Constitution.
I am My dear Sir,
Very Sincerely
Yours

Barvarp E Bes
Hon., Jamres Wess.

Wese 10 Ber.©

Hovsron 11th July 1839
Honl.

Barnarp E. Bze
Agent of the Republic of Texas to Mexico in New Orleans.
My Dear Sz,

I received late last night your several letters by Mr. Hammekin,
and as the last boat for the Columbia will leave this morning, T have
only time to give you a very short and hasty reply. T have had
a conversation with the President on the subject of your communica-
tions, and he directs me to say, that in the present uncertain state of
our relations with Mexico, he knows of no additional instructions
which can be given vou. He can perceive no necessity for your
broceeding to Washington, unless it be under an exXpress assurance
from the Mexican Government, that an agent will be sent to that
place authorized to treat with you directly in reference to the
acknowledgement of the Independence of this Country, as every thing
that can be done towards securing the interposition of the United
States Government and the British Minister has already been done
by General Dunlap. They are both willing to interpose, and have
already done so, as far as propriety in the present State of the
negotiation will permit, and further applications to them at present
would be unavailing.

Would it not be better for you to remain in New Orleans until
you ascertain distinctly what course the Mexican Government intends
pursneing? And if they are disposed to send a special agent to trent
with you, could you not carry on the negotiation with that Agent at
New Orleans better than at Washington? By remaining at New
Orleans you would not only have an opportunity of availing your-
self of the services of the Lizardi’s which might be beneficial, but
you could at any time communicate with the Government as to new

¢ Hamilton,

®That is, in effecting a loan.
¢ 8ee Records of Department of State (Texas), Book 38, p. 120.
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points which might arise in the discussion. Besides, it would at
the same time be more convenient to the Mexican Agent, as the
facilities for communication with his Government would be much
greater from New Orleans than from Washington.

As regards the money of which you speak, the President says, until
he knows their demaunds he is wholly unprepared to act; and on that
aceount it would prolably be hetter for your negotiation to be con-
ducted at New Orleans, if they are disposed to negotiate at all.

I am not now the Secretary of State and am only acting tem-
porarily in the absence of J udge Burnet, but it will at all times aflord
me pleasure to do any thing which may aid you In your mission, or
accelerate its accomplishment.

I am with sincere regard most truly and faithfully yours ete,
James Wese,

Ber to Wenp.e
Orceans July 24th 39
My prar Sz,

The sight of My Packenhams handwriting quite oxecited me just
now, T was in hopes it was in veply {0 my commnnication written
the night preceding my departure trom Vers Cruz and that it would
be full of intelligence. it proved however, to be of ofd date June 2d
and reached here to duy via Flavauna, It states, that in complinnce
with my request—" he had taken an interest in Padre Muldoon and
had every reason to beliove he would bo released from confinement
in a few days.” Mr Packenhiam—thongh he does not so write to
me,—thinks, we must not despair of reconciliation from Mr DBees
first rejection—that we have only to play our cards well to suceeed—
that strong prejudices are to be over come and that a little patience
on our part witl effect much. Tle thinks JLestilities ought to cease—
mn other words [there should be] an armistice; this ig pretty mnch
the tenor of his letter, and T give it to you exclusively for the Presi-
dent and his Cabinet.

I have before explained to you why I did not propese an armistice.
In the first place, I did not wish to open my views to Gen’l Victoria,
and in the 2d T found they were too elated at lavg got rid of the
French Fleet, and at piut'g down the Federalists, and 1 thereforo
thought they might attribute the proposition to fear of the Great
Nation and still rejoice that T did not do it. [ am as sanguine ag
ever that Peace will be the result, and if the first arrangment had
been allowed—viz, my open’g the negotiation throngh the T, S. Gov't
at Washington and givlg them as the Guarantee for all we pro-
posed—infinite anxiety (God knows on my part) would have been

A L. 8.
TR —vor, 2, Pr 1-—11——380
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saved, but perhaps the question will be sooner settled by the course
that has been taken. The whole nation knows that we have tendered
Peace, and it will have its influence. We have many friends among
them, and there is a strong party that would rise in our favor should
War unfortunately take place. There are Mexicans here with Silver
who have traversed Texas and come down the Red River. They
passed near “Austin ” and the day is not distant when that rlace will
take the trade. They say they were not interrupted by Texians or
Indians. T have sent to ascertain what their feelings are towards us
and whether they would be likely to join our Standard. etc. Say to
Gen’l Lamar I hope he is quite recov’d. Ie ought to mount his
Horse and go the Mountains, or reside on the front beach at Gal-
veston. The “City ” is very little better than Houston, and will
have Yellow Fever, unless they have a good police. You can gen-
erate yellow fever very readily.
I am very Sincerely Yours
Barxarp E Beg
P. 8. T fear you will find me troublesome. I have no talent for
letter writing, and my handwriting is execrable.

Yours B E Bge

Brz o Wenp.o

OruEsNs 26th July.
My pEar Str,

This will be presented you by Mr Treat of New York—a Gentle-
man intimately acquainted with Mexico and Mexican Politics—
hav'g passed much of his time there and enjoyed the confidence of
the leading men of the country. (ren’l Hamilton, evidently under
the advice of Mr Poinsett—thinks very much can be accomplished by
Mr Treats personal presence in Mexico, in which I entirely concur.
Mr. Treat has had frequent interviews with the Secret Agent here
and is armed at all points. He will explain his views fully to the
President. The question will arise as to Mr. Treats immediate ac-
tion. Should he receive favorable news by the Constitution his visit
may be unnecessary. Should they however be Playing off—as is
more than probable until their Agent reports—then the sooner Mr.
Treat is in the City of Mexico the better.

Permit me to request you will introduce Mr Treat to the Presid’t.
I recommend him to your particular kindness,

I am very Sincerely
Yours

Barnarp E Bir

“A L. R

My pEar Sz,
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