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Lizarpr & Co. To PALMERSTON.®

HexpersoN To PALMERSTON.?

HzexbersoN To PALMERSTON.C

Parmerston 10 HENDERSON .2

Paruversron o HunpERSON.C

Hexpersonw To PanmEersTon.”

Hexoerson 1o IrIoNnY

Legation of Texas
Despatch No. 5
Lonnox, January 30th. 1838
To the Honorable R. A. Trion
Secty. of State

Sir

In despatch No. 4. I mentioned that I had addressed a communica-
tion to Lord Palmerston upon the subject of opening the Ports of
Great Britain to all vessels beloning to Citizens of Texas, or having
clearances from her Customhouses—which was as follows

Lowpox, No. 166 Arsaxy St, Recexts Pank
December 29th. 1837

My Lorp

The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas, has already had
the honor in a personal conference to express to Lord Palmerston
Her Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, the
wish of the Government of Texas to open without further delay, a
direct trade between the two Countries; and having received from
Lord Palmerston an intimation of the propriety of submitting such a

e January 5, 1838, 8ee Calendar,

b January 1¢, 1838. See Henderson to Trlon, January 30, 1838,
° January 22, 1848, See IHenderson to Irion, January 30, 1848,
4 January 23, 1838. See Henderson 1o Irlen, January 30, 1838,
¢ January 24, 1838, Hee Calendar.

{ January 24, 1838, See Calendar.

eL., 8.
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proposition in writing, the Undersigned has the honor to make the
following proposal. THe requests that the Ports of Great Britain be
opened to all vessels sailing under the flag of the Republic of Texas,
and which shall have clearances from any of her Customhouses; and
also that the vessels of all other Nations in amity with Texas and Her
Majesty’s Gtovernment, and having clearances from any of the Cus-
tomhouses of Texas, be admitted into the Ports of Great Dritain,
upon such terms as are consistent with the laws and rvegulations of
Her Majestys Government in such cases. The Undersigned has been
influenced to make this proposition on the part of his Government to
open the trade between the two Countries, during the pendency of the
consideration of the request which he has heretofore had the honor
to make of Her Majestys Government fo recognize the Independence
of Texas, by the sincere desire which the Government and People of
Texas entertain in this regard, and which is strengthened by the con-
viction of the great advantages which | would] result to the People
of both countries from such a measure. Lord Palmerston is aware,
that the principal article which Texas now has for exportation, is
Cotton. This materiel is at this time ready in that Country for
market. The Merchant and Planter cannot as things now are, dis-
pose of it in any other Market than the United States, where they
are compelled to pay a heavy duty; and in return for which they
purchage in the United States and carry to Texas goods chielly manu-
factured in Fngland, upon which the consumer in Texas is compelled
to pay the double duty of Texas and the United States in addition
to the Commissions and profits of each Merchant and Carrier through
whose hands the goods pass. It is not without feelings of anxiety
and gratification that the Undersigned looks forward to the opening
of this intercourse between the People of the two Countries, height-
ened by the just expectation, that such a meuasure will be the means
of speedily convineing the People of England, that it is their interest
to cultivate a friendly intercourse with Texas; and of satisfying the
Government, that Justice demands that they should recognize her
Independence, by exhibiting to the one her immense resources, and
to the other, her ability to maintain her present Independent position,

The Undersigned deems it unnecessary to accompany the above
request with a statemnt of the grounds upon which Texas founds
her claim to recognition by other Nations, inasmnch as they have been
fully set forth in the communication which he had the honor of
addressing to Lord Palmerston on the 26th. of October last; and for
the better reason, that the question of Tndependence is not neces-
sarily involved in the present proposition. The Undersigned regards
it as sufficient for the present purpose to remind Lord Palmerston,
that the present Government of Texas has been in possession of the
sovereignty of that Country for more than two years--that during
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the whole of that time (with the exception of a few months in its
commencement) they have remained undisturbed by Mexico.

While Mexico could reasonably entertain the expectation of main-
| teining the War with Texas and Re-cstablishing Ler authority in
~ that country, She might have had some reason for objecting to other
£ Nations recognizing the Independence of that country: but even then
after she had lost all authority and control over the revolted country,
and Ieft it in the hands of those who had assumed the reins of the
Government, she could not reasonably object to ather countries carry-
ing on a trade with Texas. The Undersigned takes pleasure in
informing Lord Palmerston, that British ships are now admitted by
the laws of Texas into her Ports on the same terms as the most
favored Nations. Lord Palmerston will remember that Texas not
i only asserts her right to be regarded as an Independent Nation, but
~ she has been acknowledged as such by one of the most powerful and
prudent Governments on Barth—A Government too which from its
¢ situation is better able than any other to judge corrcetly of the
- ability of Texas to maintain her Independence. Some respect is
due to the opinion of that Government, which the Undersigned feels
assured Her Majestys Government will readily vield The Under-
signed {latters himself that T.ord Palmerston will see {he necessity of
giving the above request his earliest attention, and of communicating
to the undersigned, the determination of TTer Majesty’s Government
E upon the subject, in order that he may forthwith inform his Govern-
ment of the same, and in order that the People of Texas may take
advantage of the measure, during the present season.

The Undersigned takes this opportunity of again renewing to
Lord Palmerston the assurance of his high consideration

J. Pivckxey Tluxperson

To the Ttt. ITonble. Lord Viscount Panyerstox,

Her Majestys principal Secty of State for Foreign Affairs.

At the time the above communication was made, Lord Palmerston
 had left Tondon for a short time during the Christmas Holydays.
i He returned to Town on Saturday (13th. Inst.), and not having
b answered the above letter, I deemed it my duty to urge an immediate
¢ answer, inasmuch as the request was one which did not Require
: much consideration. Accordingly on the 16th. inst. T addressed him
the following note

Loxpow No. 166 Arrany St. Rrs. Pars,

§ Janvary 16, 1838

E My Lono

The undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas had the honor
b of addressing to the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Palmerston, ITer
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Majestys principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the
29th ultimo, a communication upon the subject of opening the Ports
of Great Britain to Texian Vessels etc. etc.

The Undersigned has now the honor to request Lord Palmerston
to inform him of the disposition that Her Majestys Government
has made of the same.

The Undersigned takes this opportunity to renew to Lord Palm-
erston the assurance of his high consideration

J. Pinckxey ITenpersox,

To the Rt Tonble. Lord Viscount Parmerston,

Her Majestys principal Secty. of State for Foreign Affairs.

On the 22d. Inst, not having received an answer from Lord
Palmerston to either of my two last commmications, and being
anxious to complete the business to which they allude, before I
proceed to France and also having learned from a Foreign Minister
at this Court, that such delays are very common with Lord Palm-
erston, T deemed it necessary to follow up my last letter with the
following.— y

Lowpon No. 166 Arsany Sr, Rrcents Park
January 23d. 1838
My Lorn

The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas, begs leave again
to call the attention of the Rt. Honble. Lord Viscount Palmerston,
Her Majestys principal Secty. of State for Foreign Aflairs, to the com-
munication which he had the honor to make to Lord Palmerston on
the 20th. ultimo, upon the subject of opening the Torts of Great
Britain to vessels sailing from any of the Ports of Texas, and having
clearances from her Custom-houses etc and again requests of Lord
Palmerston an answer to the same. When Lord Palmerston is re-
minded that the Undersigned did heretofore in a personal conference
inform him, that it had now become incumbent upon the Under-
signed to leave England for a time, to discharge duties with which
his Government has intrusted him in another Country, he feels
assured, that Lord Palmerston will no longer delay answering the
communication alluded to, Nor will the Undersigned, when he recol-
lects that Her Majestys Government is well informed of the present
and past situation of Texas—that she has now for nearly two years
maintained her declaration of Independence—that notwithstanding
she is only separated from Mexico by an imaginary line, Mexico has
made no attempt to re-establish her authority in that Country since
the capture of Genl. Santa Anna and the expulsion from Texas of
the whole army of Mexico in April 1836.—And that the Government
of the United States has for twelve Months recognized Texas as an
Independent Nation, has received the Minister of Texas at Wash-
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b ington and has now her representative residing near the Government
- of Texas, permit himself for a moment to belteve that the delay of
Lord Palmerston in answering his communication, is caused by a wish
. or determination on the part of Her Majestys Government to refuse
to comply with the request therein contained,
The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to assure Lord
Palmerston of his very high consideration
J. PrxerNEY HENDERSON,
To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Parserstox
Her Majestys principal Secty. o f State for Forcign A ffuirs.

To which I received on the 24th. this reply

Foruten Orrice January 23d. 1838

Sz

I have the honour ta acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
29th. ultimo, containing a proposal for opening a direct commereial
intercourse between Texas and Great Britain, and also of your letters
referring thereto dated the 16th. and 22d. Tnstant. 1 regret that by
an aceidental oversight your letter of the 29th. Ultimo should have
remained so long unacknowledged; and that T am not vet enabled
to give you a definitive answer upon the subject of which it treats.
But T have referred the matter to the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury, and to the Privy Council for the Affairs of
Trade, and so soon as I receive the answers of those Boards, T will
not fail to make you acquainted with the decision of ITer Majestys
Government upon this subject

T have the Honor to be Sir
Your Most Obedient Humble Servant

Parmersron
* Genl. Pinorney HENDERSON

I have determined in pursuance of the discretionary power vested
in me by the instructions from the department of State accompany-
ing my commission, to proceed to France, after waiting a reasonable
time upon Lord Palmerston for an answer; but will first introduce
- to Lord Palmerston Mr. MeIntosh,” in whose charge T will leave the
. affairs of Texas at this Court during my absence.

His Excelleney the President will readily perceive the difficulty
} of the situation in which I am placed by the delay of this Govern-
¢ ment. The question now under the consideration of this Government
of entering into a commercial arrangement with Texas, is one in my
£ humble opinion, of vast importance to her, both in a commercial and
¢ political point of view. It would indeed be but little less important
f than an absolute recognition of her Independence, and would very

% Geo. 8. MecIntosh, Secretary of Texan Legation for Great Britain and France 1837—
1839; acting chargd d'affaires 1839-1941 i and chargé d’'offaires 1841-1842.

.
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much hasten the consummation of that object by laying open to Brit-
ish enterprise and capital, a wide field for future operations,

TLarge shipments of goods from this Country to Texas will immedi-
ately follow that act of this Government which will show to Eng-
land the importance of recognizing Texas, and entering into the most
extended commercial arrangements with her. I am the more anx-
jous to complete this arrangment previous to my leaving Iingland
for France, inasmuch as the interest of Texas abroad might be injured
if Tleft this Country, without either procuring her recognition or any
other advantageous arrangement.

T also received from Lord Palmerston on the 24th, Inst. the follow-
ing communication.

[Next are iranscribed copies of Palmerston to Henderson, Jan-
uary 24, 1838; Lizardi and Co. to Palmerston, January 5, 1838; cer-
tificate of Carpizo, August 11, 1837; and Ilenderson to Palmerston,
January 25, 1838, Next follows the closing paragraph of Hender-
son to Irion.c]

T have the honor to remain
Your Most obt. TTumble St
J PivceNey HENDERSON

Hexprrson 1o PaLMerston.?
Paraersron To ITeNpERSON.?
ParmersTon 10 HENDERSON.®
Henperson o Parmerston.d
Hexprrsox 1o Iuow.e

Irion To AeexnT or Lioyp's.

Rerunric or Texas,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
City of Houston, Mareh Sth. 1838
Sz,
Your communication on the subject of indemnity for damages that
the British Brig Eliza Russel which was captured in July last in the

#Tor all these letters and the elosing paragraph of Henderson to Irion, sce Calendar.
b Yebrunary 12, 1838, Bee Ilenderson fo iriom, April 12, 1838,

° February 10, 1838, See (alendar,

a4 February 20, 1838, See Calendar.

¢ L. 8., March 8, 1838. See Calendar,

FA. T, 8
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b Gulf of Mexico, by a Texian armed vessel, sustained in consequence
 of ber detention at (talveston, has been received and presented to the
President for consideration.
b His Excellency directs the undersigned to inform the parties con-
E corned that it is not within his competency to order the payment of
¢ the sum indicated; but that, at the next session of Qongress which
b will convene on the second Monday in April next, the matter will be
f submitted to that body with sueh recommendations from the Exceu-
b tive that will, it is confidently believed, induce an appropriation for
k- the payment of said claim.

Respectfully

Yr Obt. Servant
R. A, Trion

To Agent’s of
Lloyds,* Havana

Island of Cuba

HexpERson 10 PaLyersToN.?

IrioN o Hennerson.s

DEpARTMENT OF STaTg,
3 City of Houston, March 20th. 1838,
3 Sia,
' T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No
[ 3, and am happy that the present condition of Texas enables me to
E give the most favorable assurances of our prosperity.
L The threatening attitude of Mexico with respect to T'exas, which
b seems to have influenced the British Cubinet on the subject of recog-
. nition has been manifested to us in no other manner but vain boast-
| ing on paper.
f- Texas on the other hand is rapidly increasing in strength by an
3 uninterrupted emigration of the hardy, enterprizing and chivalric
E sons of the U. States, bringing with them their negroes, and every
j thing necessary for a permanent settlement in this country.
i I am confident it would be a safe estimate to state that, during the
b Last fall and winter the number of emigrants to Texas was ton times

g greater than any that cver arrived before during a corresponding
£ period.

- SThe form intended here must have heen “Agent of Lloyd's”, which Irlon uses in
e the next letter,

£ ?March 18, 1838. See Ilenderson to Irion, April 12, 1838,

*A L. B,
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This is the strongest proof that the people of the U. States, whose
contignity affords them every opportunity of acquiring correct in-
formation concerning Texas, have full confidence in the permanency
of this Government and the stability of its institutions.

There has been no demonstration of the enemy on the Rio Grande
Border since your departure, a circumstance which would justify the
belief that the Mextean Government was not serious in its declara-
tions, so often repeated, of again invading Texus. At least if they
were serious the means which were placed at the disposition of Gov-
ernment were totally inadequate to the object in view; for all the
annoyance which wo have received in that quarter have been from
the depredations committed by scouting parties of Mexicans who
have occasionally occupied the uninhabited territory lying between
the Nueces and Rio Grande.

The object of these incursions was to collect and drive the stock,
which had been dispersed during the Campaign of 1836, across the
Rio Grande into the Mexican territory.

Mexico is now on the eve of another revolution.

The mutations which political parties have undergone since the
fall of Santa Anna have led to the conviction among the mass of the
population of that country that the re-establishment of the constitu-
tion of 1824 is necessary. The Priests are arrayed against this meas-
ure; but they cannot mew control an influence suflicient to sustain
centralism. From information that can be relied on I am confident
that this result will take place within a few months.

The Californias and Santa Fé still continue independent of the
general Government.

General Urea has recently declared for the constitution in the
State of Sonora, and General Cos, who is now on the Rio Grande,
will do the same, it is believed, in a short time, in Tamaulipas,

Our Indian relations at the present time are pacific.

In November last the Indians generally manifested a desire to
enter into treaties of friendship with the Texians; and during De-
cember and Junuary treaties were concluded with a number of tribes,
among which are the Lipans, the old friends of the Mexicans, who
live near the Rio Grande, and are, perhaps, the most intelligent and
sagacious Indians in Texas,

The Cumanches, who are the most numerons tribe in the Republic,
have agreed to send a deputation of their principal Chiefs to Bexar,
on the 1st. of April next, for the purpose of making a treaty, where
Commissioners on the part of this Government will be ready to act.

With respect to the civil departments of the Government, it is
pleasing to state, that the laws are as regularly and perfectly ad-
ministered as in the new States of the North American Union.
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As n striking evidence of the efficiency of the civil officers and the
promptness in discharging their duties, T will state the fact that the
statute prohibiting public gaming has banished that abominable vice
from the country.

Two sessions of Congress have sat since your departure without
materially changing the laws under which the constitutional Gov-
ernment was organised. The last session, us you are ere this aware,
passed a gencral Land Law requiring ]dnd offices to be opened on
the second monday of last month for the location of lands; which
was done, and our eitizens throughout the Republic are now uctively
engaged in locating their land claims,

The second session of the second Congress will convene on the sec-
ond monday in April next,

Our financial affairs are in a much more favorable condition than
the most sanguine anticipated. Without the aid of a loan from any
quarter the Government has created a currency which passes at par
in every soction of the country,

The promisory notes of the Government, which are based upon a
specific appropriation of lands that are now belhng, are the only
money, except gold and silver, which is received in payment of duties
on imports and taxes of all kinds. Those collections return it rap-
idly into the Treasury,

With regard to the military establishment you know it is not the
pohcy of the Government to keop on foot a standing army; therefore,
none is kept in the regular service except o sufficient number to gudrd
particnlar posts,

The malitia are now organised and are prepared and anxious to
march at the shortest notice should a mexican army again cross the
Rio Grande, Ten thousand Texians at any time can be concentrated
upon the shortest notice. The universal enthusiasm which pervaded
the whole community a short time since when a rumor stated that the
mexicans were advancing upon Texas, was astomshmg—all wers
anxious to go and meet the enemy—none deswed to remain at home,
There have been no Mexican Cruisers on our coast since August
last. Our carrying trade is performed by vessels sailing under the
f United States flag.

. No one a year ago could have foreseen the surprising increase of
b our commerce in so short a period. Of late about thirty vessels are
[ often lying in the port of Galveston, seven of which are Steam Boats
¢ that ply between the Tsland and other places.

. Commercial facilities are developing themselves in other portions
| of the Country and Republic in a like manner.

t  Asregards annexation the prospect of success is becoming more and
i more remote. | To-day I have received despatches from the Texian
! 30728°—voL 2, pr 2—11—4

Meredith College Library
Raleigh, North Carolina
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Minister near the Government of the United States up to the 9th.
instant. The discussion of the Sub-Treasury Bill had prevented
Congress taking up the resolutions relating to Texas at the time
originally fixed for that purpose. Gen. Hunt inclines to the belief
that (ho Congress of the U. States, at the present session, will not
authorize the admission of Texas. This being the case the measure
may be considered as entirely lost, for the Government of Texas will
never renew the application.  When you went to England this Gov-
ernment supposed that this question would have been definitively
settled by the time you commenced negotiations with the Governments
of Great Dritain and France; and that, therefore, no embarrassments
would result from that source. Such, however, has not been the case
and the consequent delay is unavoidable.

The President having full confidence in your pradence and ability
has directed me to furnish you with complete Powers, authorizing you
to negotiate and treat with the Governments of Great Britain and
Franee on all subjects connected with the objects of your misgion,
which are herewith transmitted.

He desires that you will be extremely cautious in your conferences
and correspondence with the functionaries of those Governments to
give no just eause of offence; and does not wish our application urged
in n manner caleulated to create a prejudice against us. Of What
shotld be said you, being on the spot and acquainted with the in-
dividuals with whom you have intercourse, will be the best judge.

As regards the Debt which Mexico owes the Government of Great
Britain, or its citizens, this Government is not disposed to assume the
payment of any portion thereof: nor does 1t conc[e}ive that the do-
main of Texas is in any wise implicated or responsible for the redemp-
tion of said debt. Your views and proceedings on this subject are
satisfactory to the President.

The President directs me to inform you that you may appoint a
Secrctary to our Legation near the Government of France whenever
vou may deem it expedient.

The letters from the resident to the Queen Dowager of England
and the Queen of France were forwarded with my despatch of the
5th. of January.®

The Agent of Lloyd’s at Havana has presented a claim of £865 Os. od
against this Government in favor of the owners of the Brig Eliza
Russell as indemnity for damages and demurrage occasioned by her
capture and detention by the Invincible and Brutus.® This (Govern-
ment acknowledges the justness of the claim, and the President in his
nest Message to Congress will recommend an appropriation for its

—\’ No coples of these lettera have been found.
¥ The clalm was forwarded In a letter written by Nathanie! Townhsend, Texan consul
at New Orleans, to Secretary of State [Irfon], December 31, 1837, which 1s on file In

Consular Correspondence, Texas State Library.
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peyment. The Agent of Lloyd’s has been informed of the digposition
of this Government on the subject.

The relations between Mexico and the U. States seem still to be
unsatistactory to both nations. Diplomatic intercourse has been sus-
pended, and the Mexican Minister returned home. The U, States’
Sloop of War Natchez is now cruising on our coast.

The season of invasion is now passed, and the planters are making
extensive preparations to raise a large crop of corn. ‘The irmense
influx of emigrants requiring a vast quantity of that article.

The President directs me to assure you that the course you have
pursued relative to your mission meets his entive approbation.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
With great respect and Lsteem
Yr. Obt. Servant
B. A. Irwox
Hon. J. Pincrney HespersoN, Agent and Minister of 1'caas near
the Govmt, of Great Britain,

Hexnpersox 1o PALMERsSTON.?
Parmerston 1o HeNpersoN.?
HennersoN 10 PALMERSTON.
PA;.MERSTON 10 Iwxnerson.d

: Hexperson 10 Iriow.e
Legation of Texas
b Despatch No. 7. Loxoon April 12th. 1838
f To the Honorable R. A. Triow

3 Secretary of State

S
f I have heretofore informed you that since T was informed by
k Lord Palmerston that the British Government declined recognizing
the Independence of Texas, on the Ground that they were not

e April 5, 1838, See Hnderson to Irion, Aprfl 12, 1838,
®April 6, 1838. See Henderson to Irion, April 12, 1838.
c April 10, 1638, See Henderson to Trion, April 12, 1838,
4 April 11, 1838, See Henderson to Irfon, April 12, 1838,
‘L, 8
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entirely satisfied of her abilily to maintain her declaration, and
that they would take farther time to consider the matter, T had laid
before Iler Majestys Government a proposition to open a direct
trade between Texas and Great Britain. The communication which
I made to Lord Palmerston on that subject, together with his
acknowledgment of the veceipt of the same, I had the honor to
forward to you in Despatch No 5, After [ received Lord Palmer-
stons letter acknowledging the receipt of my first communication
upon this subject, and stating that the whole maiter had been re-
ferred by him to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majestys Treasury
and to the Privy Council for the Affairs of Trade, I waited for
some weeks with the daily expectation that Lord Palmerston would
inform me, according to his promise, of the disposition which those
Departments of Her Majesty’s Govt. had made of the subject; and
not having received any information from him on the subject, T
called at the Foreign Office several time for the purpose of con-
ferring with Lord Palmerston upon the subject, but each time fonnd
him too much engaged to give me an audience. On the 12th. Feb-
ruary I addressed him the following note

Lowvox No. 166 Arsany St ReceENts PARK
Feby., 18th. 1838
My Lorp
The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas has called geveral
{imes recently at the Foreigu Office for the purpose of having an
interviow with the Rt. Homble. Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her
Majestys principal Secty. of State for Foreign Affairs, but has found
him absent or engaged in business. The Undersigned has therefore
to request Lord Palmerston to inform him at what time he can be
honored with a conference. The undersigned has the honor to assure
Lord Palmerston of the continuance of his high regard and esteem
J. PixckNEY HENDERSON.
The Rt. Honorable Lord Viscount PALMERSTON
Her Majestys principal Secty. of State for Foreign Affairs

To which his Lordship made this reply-— Lord Palmerston pre-
sents his Compliments to Genl, Pinckney Henderson, and will be
glad to see him at this oflice on wednesday next the 14th, Instant at
3 oclock ™

Foreign Office, February 12, 1838

At the time appointed T repaired to the Foreign Office, where I
had a conference with Lord Palmerston upon the subject, of which
the following is the substance,~Lord Palmerston informed me that
he had received the report of the Lords Commissioners of the Treas-
ury upon the subject of the proposed commercial arrangment. which
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report he read to me. The substance of it was, that they saw no ob-
jection to the principle of the proposition which T as the Agent of
Texas had submitted, and that they recommended to Her Majestys
Govt. to adopt every proper measure necessary to facilitate and ex-
tend the Commerce between the two Countries, Tord Palmerston
then observed, that the principle of the measure proposed wus set-
tled by that report, and that it then only remained for the report of
the Board of Trade upon the details in order to complete the arrange-
ment. He observed at the same time that he expected very soon to
receive the report of the Board of Trade, and that he would not fail
to inform me of its import as soon as he received . At this stage
of the affair, I had T thought good reason, to flatter myself that the
negotiation wounld produce a more favorable result than subsequent
events show. Between the date of the last mentioned interview and
the 16th. Ulto, I held several conferences with Lord Palmerston upon
this Subject, who each time informed me that the Board of Trade had
not made their report, and at length promised that he would call
personally on the I’resident of that Board and urge him to report
forthwith. Not having received any communication from Lord
Palmerston, on the 16th Ultmo. T again addressed him as follows.

Loxpon, March 16, 1838

My Lorp

The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas begs leave again
to call the attention of the Rt. Honble Lord Viscount Palmerston
Her Majestys principal Secty. of State for Foreign Affairs to the
communication which the Undersigned has heretofore had the honor
to make, upon the subject of opening a direet trade between Texas
and Great Britain, and to remind Lord Palmerston that nearly three
months have elapsed since the Undersigned proposed that arrang-
ment, to which he has as yet received no definite answer, TTe begs
leave also to remind Lord Palmerston of his promise made on the
occasion of the interview with which the Undersigned was honored
on the 28th. Ulto. viz. that Lord Palmerston would speak to the
President of the Board of Trade on that day and request him to
make his report as soon as possible. The Undersigned has now the
honor to ask T.ord Palmerston to inform him of the result of Tord
Palmerston’s application to the President of the Board of Trade.
If the Board of Trade have not yet made their report on this busi-
ness, the Undersigned begs Lord Palmerston to use his influence
with that ITonorable Body to cause them to report at the earliest time
possible. The Undersigned notwithstanding the delay he has met
with in this matter still hopes that the British Govt. will find it their
interest to realize his expectations upon this subject, and that their
measures will derive additional grace from the frankness and prompt-
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itude with which Lord Palmerston will use his exertions with the
Board of Trade to procure their report, and bring about a speedy
and satisfactory arrangment of the whole subject.  If however the
Undersigned is destined to be dissapointed in his expeclations by a
refusal on the part of Her Majestys Govt. to agrec to the proposed
arrangment, or if he is to experience such delay as will be tanta-
mount to a refusal, by preventing his attention to duties which he
has to discharge in another Country; then it is not less the duty of
Her Majestys Govt. to give him an early, frank and definite answer
to the application which he has, on the part of his Govt. had the
honor to submit. The Undersigned takes this occasion again to
renew to Lord Palmerston the assurance of his high consideration

J. PinckNEY HENDERSON

The Rt. Honble. Lord Viscount PALMERSTON '
Her Is pricipal Secty of State for Foreign Affairs

To the above letter, Lord Palmerston returned no answer, and on
the 5th. Inst. T addressed him as follows—

Loxpox Apri 5th. 1838

My Loro

The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas begs leave to
inform the Rt. Ilonble. Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Majestys
principal Secty. of State tor Foreign Affairs that the great length
of time which has expired since he had the honor of submitiing on
the part of the Govt. of Texas, a proposition to enter into a commer-
cial arrangement with Her Majestys Govt., and the silence with which
Lord Palmerston has treated his communication of the 16th. ultmo.
upon that subject, has compelled Lim reluctantly to conclude that it
would be useless for him to remain longer in England with the ex-
pectation of being able to complete the proposed arrangement. He
has therefore fixed upon an carly day in next week to leave London,
and he has now to request Lord Palmerston to inform him at what
hour he can be honored with an interview.

The Undersigned avails himself of the oceasion to renew to Lord
Palmersion the assurance of his highest consideration

J. PixoxwEY [TENDERSOXN.
The Right Honble, Lord Viscount PALMERSTON
Her Majestys principal Sccty of State for Foreign Affairs

Which letter drew forth the following reply

Yorewony Orvicn April 6th, 1838
Siz,
Tn my letter of the 23d of January last, I had the honor to inform

you that I had referred to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majestys
Treasury and to Her Majestys Privy Council for Affairs of Trade,
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your letter of the 29th of December containing a proposal for opening

' a direct commercial intercourse between Texas and Great Britain.

Having received the answers of those Boards, T have now the honor
to communicate to you the decision of Iler Majestys Govt. upon the
subject of your proposal. So long as Texas shall not be acknowledged
by Her Majestys Government as o Separate and Independent State,
that Country will be treated as a part of Mexico by the authorities of
Great Dritain as with reference to the operation of such British laws
as relute to Trade and Navigation and to TFiseal matters, Conse-
quently a Texian Ship can still import Texian produce from Texas
a8 heretofore, such ship and such produce being covered by the more
general character of Mexican; and under the same construction, the
trade between Great Britain and Texas will also be continued under
the scope of the stipulations of the Treaty with Mexico. In this view
of the ease no difficulty will occur in the Ports of this Country so long
as the National character of Texas remains unchanged by any formal
act on the part of Great Britain, provided that the power of the
Texian People or the forbearance of the Mexican Govt. shall be such
as practically to secure to the subjects and ships of Great Dritain,
perfect freedom of interconrse with the Ports of Texus. Texian
ships and cargoes therefore coming from Texas will be reccived in the
Ports of (3reat DBritain upon the same footing as British ships, so
long as British ships shall practically enjoy the same priviledges in
Texas; and this state of things will continue until some definitive ar-
rangment shall be made between Great Britain and Texas.
I have the Honor to be Sir
Your Most obedient, Humble Servant—
Parmrrarox
Genl. Pinorxey ITENDERSON

You will observe that the above communieation is not a complete
answer to the proposition contained in my letter to Lord Palmersion
of the 29th. December, inasmuch as no reference is made to the very
material circumstance that vessels hereafter coming from Texas will
have papers from the authorities of the Republic of Texas instead
of Mexico., T therefore called on Lord Palmerston on the 9th. Inst.
and asked him to explain how far his communication was applicable
to such a ease. He said he wished to be understood as having de-
clared by his letter that Her Majestys Govt. would allow vessels com-
ing from Texas in the above manner, to be received in the Ports of
Great Britain—that they would shut their eyes (o the circumstance
of their having Texian papers. I then informed him that T would
submit the enquiry in a more formal manner, which I hoped he would
answer in writing, so as to prevent any future misunderstanding, to
which he consented, and on the 10th. I addressed him the following
letter
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: Loxpox Apwril 10th. 1838.

My Lorp

The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas has the honor
to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the Ri. Tlouble. Lord
Viscount Palmerston of the 6th. Inst. communicating lo himn the
decision of Her Majesty’s Govt. upon the proposition which he had
the honor to make on the part of the Govt. of Texas on the 29th.
December last to open a direct trade between the DPorts of Great
Britain and Texas., By referring to the communication of the Under-
siened of the 29th. Decr., Lord Palmerston will see that the Under-
signed therein proposed to Her Majestys Government that all vessels
coming from Texas, sailing under the Texian flag and having clear-
ances from a Custom house of the Republic of Texas should be ad-
mitted into the Ports of Great Britain ete. Lord Palmerston will
also see by referring to his letter of the 6th. Inst. to the Undersigned,
that no express answer is given to the ubove proposition, that it is
only stated therein in general terms, that nntil Texas is recognized
as an Independent Nation by Her Majesty’s Govt., she will be treated
as a part of Mexico, and that a Texian ship coming {rom Texas with
Texian (Goods on board will be received into the Ports of Great
Britain under the scope of the stipulations of the treaty between
Great Britain and Mexico. When Lord Palmerston recollects that
Texian Vesscls hereafter coming from Texas to the Ports of Great
Britain will have registers from the authorities of the Republic of
Texas and clearances from her Custom houses, he will readily see
that diffienlties might oceur with Texian vessels claiming to enler
British Ports under these ecircumstances. Therefore to prevent
any future misunderstanding upon this subject, the Undersigned
begs Lord Palmerston to inform him whether or not ander the de-
cision of Iler Majestys Govt., as communicated to him by Lord
Palmerston on the 6th, Inst, he is to understand that vessels coming
from Texas, with Texian Goods and with regisiers under the au-
thorities of the Republic of Texas and clearances from her Custom
houses, will be recetved in the Ports of Great Britain in the manner
and upon the ferms therein specified. The Undersigned hegs leave
to remind Lord Palmerston that he leaves London on Kriday
Morning.

The Undersigned begs Lord Palmerston to aceept of the assurance
of his high consideration.

J. PrncuNey TTuxprErson

The Rt. Honble. Lord Viscount Panmerston
Her Majestys principal Secty of Stute for Foreign Affairs
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To which he returned this answer

Foreten Ovrion April 11, 1838

S

In reply to the enquiry contained in your letter of the 10th. Inst. I
have the honor to state in further explunation of my letter of the 6th.
Inst. that a Texian Ship would be admissable into the Ports of Great
Britain as a Mexican Ship according to the stipulations of the Mexi-
can Treaty, notwithstanding that the Documents issued for the use
of such ship should bear upon their face that they were the avowed
acts of a Govt. in Texas, assuming the style of a republic independent
of Mexico. The view thus taken of this subject by Iler Majestys
Government so far as relates to the commercial intercourse between
Texas and Great Britain would be changed only in the two following
emses,—namely—either if Mexico were to declare he "independence
of FPexas and thus to effect a formal separation between the two coun-
tries by the consent of both; or if Great BDritain were to acknowledge
Texas as an Independent State. In either of these cases, the com-
merce between Texas and Great Dritain could no longer be carried
on under the provigsions of the Treaty between Great Britain and
Mexico; and a separate Treaty would in cither of such cases become
necessary hetween Texas and Great Britain

I have the honor to be Sir Your Most Obt. humble St
Parmunsron
Genl. PrxceNEy IIENDERSOX

Which leaves no room for future misunderstanding upon the sub-
ject. 1 had hoped from Lord Ialmerstons and my own understand-
ing of the nature of the report of the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majestys Treasury as reported to you herctofore, that I would have
been able to have made a commercial arrang[ejment with the Dritish
Govt. founded on the Independent position of Texas, and T still enter-
tain the opinion that Texas is entitled to such an arrangment. The
arrangment which I have made you will readily see, seeures to Texas
all the practical benefits of trade and intercourse with (rreat Britain
in as extensive a sense as though Fngland had recognized her Tnde-
pendence.  On the occasion of my last interview with Lord Palmers-
ton I said to him, that inagsmuch as I was going to leave England in
a few days, I wished him to inform me whether under all the cirenm-
stances it would be worth my time to return to England during the
approaching summer or fall with the hope of procuring the recogni-
tion of the Independence of Texas—that I wag anxious to be informed
upon that subject, in order that T might report to the Govt. of Texas
upon the prospects, and ask their instructions to guide me in my
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future course,—that if I was informed that England would probably
recognize even as early as 12 or 18 months, I had no doubt but that
1 would be instructed to await the expiration of that time; But if
Her Majestys Govt. had determined to delay the matler indefinitely,
and there was no prospect of being recognized within that time, they
might instruct me to return.  Ile observed tn reply that he could not
answer me satisTactorily upon ihese points, a5 he would be speaking
for the whole Government, and that they had alveady informed me
that they could not pledge themselves to that effect. T then rejoined
that T did not ask him to give any pledge to do an act—that T only
wished an intimation of the probable future course that the British
Govt. was likely to pursue towards Texas—ihat T would not regard
any thing which he might say on the subject as official, or binding
upon the Government of England—that Texas wonld regard it as an
especial Tavor, if they did not intend to recognize within a reasonable
time, to be eandidly informed of the fact-—that I wished to introduce
Mr. McIntosh before T left, who would have charge of the business
during my absence, if T ecould have any assurance which created a hope
of success, He then said he would advize me to take a letter from
himself to Earl Granville the British Minister in Paris, who would
enable me at all times to learn the disposition of the British Govt.
upon the point in question, This conrse T thought plainly indicated
the disposition of the DBritish Govi. and that it was resorted to as a
polite and easy method of avoiding any further importunity on the
subject, and I consented to take that course. I leave England for
Paris tomorrow
Your Most Obt. humble Servant

J Prncixey HexprzrsoN

IrtoN To HENDERSON.®

Devarryuext or STATE,
Uity of Hlouston, May 20th. 1838.
Sir,

I have the honor {o acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No 5,
dated January 30th. .

The President regrets to see so much reluctance manifested on the
part of the Dritish Government to enter into commercial relations
with us.

The pendency of the proposition of annexation, the revolutionary
movements in Canada, abolitionism and fanaticism, and the unjusti-
fiable acts of the Brutus and Invincible® during their cruise of last
summer in the Gulf of Mexico, have doubtless had o tendency to
make impressions on the statesmen and politicians of England ad-

A L B
b Zee Irion to Henderson, August 23, 1837.

-
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obably verse to the interests and character of this Republic. It is now grat-
it that ifying to reflect that these causes of delay are disappearing. The
But if Minister of Texas near the GGovernment of the U. States has been
nitely, instructed to withdraw the proposilion of unnexation should the
y, they present session of the Congress of that Republic adjourn without
M not having acted definitively on the said proposition. Under these cir-
wking cumstances it may be regarded as withdrawn, for there is no prog-
ed me pect of success in the U. States’ Congress. The question will be
Joined either rejected or postponed. 7o us it is of no moment which takes
fonly place—in cither event the consequences will be the same to Texas,
ritish It will never be renewed by this Government until the dismember-
egarid ment of that Power occurs. Shonld that happen, as many suppose
ading it will, a Southern Confederacy may be formed and Texas constitute
50 an integral part thereof,
neble The excitement occasioned by the Canadian disturbancese has
uce subsided.
finess ¥ #* #® * * * * 13
hope Congress is now in session and no exciting subjects have as yet
irl?ﬁ come up, and I believe none will during this session,
; The country is tranquil and the greater portion of the population
}ovt are industriously engaged in the cultivation of corn. LEmigration
Sied creates a great demand for this article, and consequrently but little
i a cotton is planted,
t;he Our curvency is at par with the Mississippi Bank notes. The
or experiment of issuing the promisory notes has succeed|[ed] far bet-
ter than the most sanguine advoeatos of the measure anticipated.
They are the circulating medium of the country.

The news from the interior is of the most favorable kind for
Texas.  One of our most confidential spies arrived a few days since
from Mexico. He reports that country {o be in a state of gencral
commotion. Gen. Urea is in Durango at 1he head of a formidable
force contending for the re-establishment of the federal Constitution
of 24,

05, The troops have been withdrawn from the line of the Rio Grande

: on account of these disturbances.

the Santa Anna is still at his Hacienda in the State of Vera Cruz, and

ons is supposed to exercise a secret, but powerful, influence over the

: federalists. Tt is generally believed that Bustamente will fall during

iry the present convulsion, and that Santa Anna will succeed hin.

iti- The Blockade of the Mexican ports by France has increased the

Elast embarrassments of that miserable nation.e

Irt'o { 8 8ee Tiffany, Relations of the United Stotes to the Canadian Rebellion of 1837-38,
v L

Fd— ! D]J; g;r gtzle paragraphe omitted, see Calendar under the title of this letter,

° Bee Bancreft, Hisfory of Mewico, V, 186-205.




862 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

Our Tndian relations are on a favorable footing. The tribes gen
erally are disposed to peace, and manifest a desire to establish
friendly intercourse with the Texians.

With regard to subjects connected with your mission to Englan:
and France, no further instructions at the present time, are con
sidered necessary.  Your intimate knowledge of our political organi
zation and of the foreign poliey of the Government, will enable yoi
to pursue the line of conduct best adapted to effect the objecis con
templated by your appointment.

Your course heretofore has been highly satisfactory to the Execu
tive.

The boundary line between the U. States and Texas is still unde
fined, and a controversy now exists between the two (Government
on this subject, which may possibly terminate in a serious dispute
in which case this Government will request its reference to an Umpire
and the Furopean (fovernment that first acknowledges our inde
pendence will be solicited to perform this friendly office.

I have the honor to be, with great respect your
obt. Servant
R. A, Iron
Hon. J. P. Hexvrrsow, Agent
and AMinister of Tewas near the Govmis of (. Britain anc
France

Iriox mo HENDERSON.?

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
City of Houston, June 6th. 1838.
Si1r,

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, N¢
7. All your previous ones have been received.

The President is gratified to learn that you have consummated the
commercial Arrangement with Great Britain, Your suggestions rela.
tive to the subject will be properly observed.

It is hoped that France will not be so hard to satisfy in respect tc
the capability of Texas to maintain her independence. My two lasi
dispatches (one dated March 21st.,> which T presume you have re.
ceived ere this) will inform you respecting our relations with Mexico
That nation is now prostrate and cun never again even annoy Texas
to any extent.

It is distracted by partizan leaders and selfish polititians. Its
Government is destitute of that energy, and moral rectitude which
are indispensable to preserve republican institutions,

¢ A, L. 8,
*This {a evidently sn error; the date should be the 2(th.



