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[Private.]

DBroapLaxps 2nd Jany 1841

My Dear Str.

As T think it possible, that in the present State of the negotiations
between Texas and Mexico Mr Burnley may upon his return to Texas
be employed in Mexico as Negotiator on the part of Texas; I take
the liberty of sending you the enclosed note, to introduce Mr Burnley
to Mr. Pakenham, our Minister in Mexico; and T have in that note
requested Mr, Pakenham to place himself upon a footing of con-
fidential intercourse with Mr, Burnley, and to afford him all proper
assistance in the negotiation with which he may be charged.

My Dear Sir
Yours Sincerely PALMERSTON
Gen HamirTox.

MavrmeEre 10 Hayvanron.®

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
City of Austin Feby 12th 1841

Gen. Jayes Hamriron

Sir. Herewith you will receive through Mr lkin the Treaty of
amity and commerce between this Government and that of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, as also the Treaty with the
King of Holland and likewise the conventional Treaty having for its
object, the mediation of Bngland in a settlement of our protracted
and embarrassing difficulties with Mexico: all of which have received
the Constitutional sanction of this Government, and only await a
proper exchange of ratifications to give to them that validity, and
usefulness contemplated by the respective contracting powers. Ac-
companying those are transmitted your Commission as Minister pleni-
potentiary, and Envoy extraordinary near the Court of St James,
together with the necessary letters of Credence to facilitate you in
affecting a speedy exchange of ratifications of the respective Treaties,

The President instructs me to urge you to avail yourself of the
earliest opportunity in concluding all the formalities essential to the
entire validity of those Treaties, as it is deemed that it will have a
salutary offect on our relations foreign and domestic. The President
likewise instructs me to intimate to you, that it would perhaps be
premature to open any negotiations with the English bond holders,
for a sale of land in Commutation of the debt this Government may
assume under the Treaty, until the views of the Government of
Mexico are definitely known.

In the absence of Gen. Lamar, and the press of business incident
to the adjournment of Congress, the President” has not had time to

& §ee Records of Department of State (Texas), Rook 38, pp. 160-161.
b That s, Vice-Presldent Burnet, whko was discharging the functions of president in the
absence of Lamar, See next letter of same title and date.
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call a cabinet meeting touching the contents of your letter relative to
the Inglish Bond holders, but will do so at the earliest possible
period—when you will be furnished with ample instructions on that
subject. '

The recent attempts of My, Saligney ¢ Charge d'affaires of the
King of the French, to get » grant of three Millions of acres, with the
privilege of establishing fortifications from the Rio Grande to Red
River, makes it a subject of some delicacy whether foreigners shall
be allowed to hold lands in this country in large and connected tracts,
many objections to which must obviously present themselves to your
mind.  Allow me to refer you to Mr Ikin for all information rela-
tive to the acts of last Congress.

With Sentiments of respect, I am, respectfully
Your Obedient Servant
Jag S, MayrisLp

P. S. We have no facilities here for getting the Treaties bound,
f  you will take care to have them neatly put up and bound in Vellum,
| 43 your taste and judgment may dictate. Respectfully

J. 8. M.

Mayrierp to HariLton.?
DerarrsieNT oF Stare Crry or Auvsrin
E To Feby 12th, 1841.
: Gen Jayes Hamirton
E- S, Yon will notify the Minister of foreign affaires at the Court
i of St James, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland :
: that in consequence of the protracted ill health of the President,
- and his having obtained leave of absence from Congress to Visit
| the United States to obtain medical aid, that the duties of the Chief
E Magistrate under the Constitution has devolved upon the Vice Presi-
fdent.  You will also communicate this to such of the European
f Courts to which you may be aceredited
E Respectfully. Your Obedient Servant

J 8. Mayrizp.

E: -

Burniey To Buaner.e
3 ' Housron Feby 21st. 1841.
g40 his Excellency

; D. G, Burngrr

D5, Stz

f You have no doubt seen the letter which T had the henour to
'dness to Mr Starr late Secretary of the Treasury, from Wash-

= Baligny.
b See Records of Department of State (Texas}, Book 28, p. 161,
cA. L B, :

88728°—vor, 2, PT 2110
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ington City.® After the date of that letter, T proceeded with all
possible despatch for Texas, and indulged the hope that ¥ should
reach Austin before the adjournment of Congress—to accomplish
which I took the route through Carolina Georgia and Alabama,
rather than through the West, down the Ohio and Mississippi, altho
my family, from whom I have been separated for near twelve months,
were in Kentucky. Owing to the dreadful condition of the roads,
produced by about six weeks of incessant rain, I was about twice
as long in reaching New Orleans as T would have been under more
favorable circumstances. In Orleans I was detained threo days
walting for a conveyance and on reaching Galveston recd. the first
certain inteligence of the adjournment of Congress. By the first
Boat from Galveston I came to this place intending to proceed to
Austin this morning, but upon reflection T have determined that it
is my duty (and what you would prefer T should do) to write, and
send on my papers by a special messefiger and return immediately
to New Orleans. My letter to Mr Starr will have informed you
that I expect to receive letters from Genl. Hamilton, which will
reach New Orleans from the 1st. to the 5th of March, containing
authority to draw for an advance on our Loan, My letter also gives
the reasons upon which T base the expectation of receiving the .|
authority to draw and I am sorry that T cannot, in candour, express
more confidence of success than my last letter expresses. Still as
there Is reasonable ground to hope that the authority to draw for
an advance will eome out, I have concluded you would prefer I
should return to New Orleans to receive it if it comes, and to realise
the money for the country with the least possible delay, rather than
to lose ten or 12 days going to and returning from Austin to say what
I can perhaps as well write. Under these circumstances T hope you
will approve my determination to return to New Orleans.

The subject of most importance—in reference to the negotiation of
the Loan—to which I wish to call the attention of your Fxeellency,
is the sending of some inteligent gentleman forthwith to Mexico
to treat for peace, upon the basis of the Indemnity Treaty (which I
understand the Senate has been pleased to ratify?) and under the
mediation of the British Government. From all the information I
have recd. from Mexico T do not believe a single inteligent man of
that country indulges the expectation seriously of ever recapturing
Texas, and nothing but mortified vanity induces them to withhold
their acknowledgment of our Independence. The Indemnity Treaty

o This letter has not been found.

?Thin refers mot to a treaty already concluded, but to the secret joint resolutions
authorizing one adopted December 20, 1838, by the House and Decamber 21 by the
Benate. See Joint Report of Senate and House Committees on Forelgn Relatlons, Decem-
ber 19, 1839,



CORRESPONDENCE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 933

ffords them an opportunity of abandoning all threats even of de-
signs upon the country without violence to their vanity and self
love, and I cannot but believe, that under the powerful influence and
i cooperation of the British Government and British Bondholders,
- there will be little diffculty in establishing peace upon such terms,
and with such a boundary as will be satisfactory to Texas. Besides
the general reasons for desiring a pacification with Mexico, I will
say, with a confidence-—amounting almost to certainty—that it would
insure the negotiation of the Loan in 30 days after it was known in
London, and if anything—short of a pacification—can produce a
- negotiation of the Loan it will be the receipt of inteligence that
- Texas had in good faith ratified the Indemnity treaty and promptly
sent 2 Minister to Mexico to treat for peace. In fact T would not be
© ot all surprised to learn from Genl Hamilton that an advance had
' been made upon condition of the ratification by Texas of the in-
- demnity treaty and her sending a Minister to Mexico—and in any
i ovent, if we should fail in another effort to procure peace with the
b mother country we shall, in the eyes of the world, be doubly armed by
 the justness of our cause when we may appeal to force. Some gentle-
+ man has suggested to me that the Government had probably deter-
- mined to wait untiil they heard from the British Minister at Mexico,
or the Mexican government that they were willing to treat for peace,
¢ upon the basis of the indemnity treaty, after they had been notified
. by the British Minister of the formation of such a Treaty. I do not
[ know whether this suggestion is correct or not, if it is I would re-
b spectfully suggest to your Excellency that you will probably receive
i 1o information from Mexico on this subject for some time, as they
- will be ignorant of the ratification by Texas of the Indemnity Treaty
b and they will be expecting a Minister or Commissioner from Texas
&t to propose, as a matter of course, upon what terms and with what
: boundary we will be willing to make peace and pay the proposed
¢ indemnity.

' By the Messenger who takes this letter, T send to Genl. Lamar a
| leng communication from Genl Hamilten, which Genl. I, will prob-
§ ably forward to your Excsllency. In that communication I am aware
b Genl Hamiltons partiality has induced him to recommend me
| strongly as a fit person to be sent to Mexico, On that subject allow

g me to say, that for the purpose of increasing the probabilities of pro-

f curing an advance, I promised to leave London on three days notice,
b to proceed directly to Texas to urge upon the government here the
| things I am attempting to urge by this letter, and if necessary, to
E go to Mexico, if desired—believing at the time I should not be desired
 to go, and knowing it would not be necessary, when so many others,
b more capable, were willing to go.

&
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My absence for twelve months from my family, and the possibility
that T may be required to return to Europe to close this business of
the Loan, which Genl Hamilton may not be able to remain long
enough to close, would render it impossible for me to go to Mexico at
this time—and T hope you will consider the fact, that I know Gienl
Hamilton has pressed my pretentions on the President, as a sufficient
apology for my saying I could not go to Mexico, when I have not
been asked to do so, and when you would probably never have thought
of asking me,

I am however much gratified to learn, it was rumored that our
distinguished atty Genl., Judge Webb, was to be sent to Mexico when-
aver any body was sent. If your excellency shall concur in the opin-
1on, that it is proper Judge Webb or any other citizen enjoying your
confidence, shall be sent to Mexico immediately—and the want of
funds should be an insuperable obstacle to the Mission—and you will
inform me by the return of the Messenger, directed to New Orleans—
the Zeast amount upon which such a Mission can be undertaken—I
will, even if we fail to get the advance expected, make the effort in
New Orleans to raise the money myself—and if the sum is not too
large, T feel confident I can do it—but I beg vou to reduce the sum
to the least amount which will suffice—and to give me information by
return of the messenger whether you have determined to send any
one to Mexico or not.

Your Excellency will observe by a reference to (tenl Hamilton’s
letter to the Secy of State, which accompanies this, that he antici-
pates procuring some aid from the French Government if necessary,
in negotiating the Loan in France., T would express a contrary
opinion with diffidence and great defference to Genl H’s better judge-
ment, but having spent part of the summer in Paris attempting to
further the objects of our Mission, T feel that it is due to the govern-
ment to express the opinion I have formed on a subject in which you
will feel so much interest. 1 am satisfied the French Glovernment
entertains the most friendly feelings towards Texas and in a time of
quiet and prosperity, for the commercial advantages we might offer
them, would be strongly disposed to grant us the aid we desire—but
when, as at present, they have incurred enormous expenses in prepa-

_ration for a general war against all Europe, and are themselves at
this moment applicants for a larger Loan than any other power—and
when the French King is himself threatened with the loss of his
Throne, I do not believe he will take the responsibility of commiting
Lis Government for us, without the previous sanction of Legislative
authority—to obtain which, in the present unsettled political and finan-
cial condition of the country, I consider perfectly hopeless, During
the summer T £now it could not be done and T discharge my duty by
expressing the opinion that it cannot now be done—tho’ T shall be
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most happy to find myself mistaken and am perfectly satisfied that

if untiring perseverance and consumate address can accomplish the

object, it will be accomplished by Genl Hamilton.

I send you herewith a Treaty which Genl Hamilton was obliged
to conclude with Lord Palmerston in relation to the 4 frican Slave
Trade, and T refer you to his letter to the Secy of State herewith,
for explanations in relation thereto—to which I do not see that T
can add any thing. With the constitutional denunciation of that
Trafic in our Constitution I do not see how we can well refuse ta
enter into such a Treaty. It was necessary to sustain the British
Ministry in the bold measure of recognising our Independence in
defiance of the fanatacism and active opposition of the powerful
party of abolitionists in England. Its ratification will defeat their
slanders and silence much of their opposition—while a refusal to
ratify will give them a triumph—-will be the ground for additional
slanders and misrepresentations, and deeply prejudice our Country
through out all Europe. You will also find the Treaty so guarded
that T think the most sensative and fastidions will not object to it,

I send you also herewith the optnion of the Solicitor of the Bank
of England that the Bonds of an unrecognised (Fovernment could
not be made the subject of contract in Englund—consequently that
our Loan could not be negotiated in that country without recog-
nition.

t  1do not know whether you will consider it of sufficient importance
0 convene the Senate to submit this treaty to them but if you do
L not, I would suggest the propriety of keeping it from the public
f untill the Senate meets—as its fair consideration might be preju-
b diced by misrepresentation and unfounded excitement.e

E The letters to Judge Lipscomb which are sent herewith were

E opened by him at this place?

i The other letters for the different. departments which I send here-

L with were placed in my charge when it was thought T was going to
Austin,

Genl. Hamilton will certainly not leave Europe, unless he has
f negotiated the Loan—untill after he has heard from me on my
k return to the United States.

j Immediately on reaching New Orleans and receiving letters from
i Genl Hamilton T will write you again—and if T am authorised to
g draw for an advance will send the information by a Special Mes-
s gender and probably return to Texas myself as soon as I have nego-
L tiated the Dits.

¥ 8 There are filed with the correspondence coples of a resolution of the Texan Benate
teying the treaty, dated January 22, 1842, and of the letter of W, ). Miller, Secre-
Etary of the Senate, dated January 24, 1842, fransmitting the resolntion to the Secretary

pof Btate. Cf. note ¢, p. 911.
g The letter from [[amilton of January 4, 1841, with its inclosures,
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Tho™ unsuccessful in closing our business thus far—I hope our
efforts to do so have met the approbation of the Government and that
we shall secure its continuance by the manner in which we shall
perform what remains to be done.

With Sentaments of distinguished
consideration I have the honour io he
Yr. obd. Svt
AT Burxisy

[With this letter was transmitted the treaty of November 16, 1840,
between Great Britain and Texas for the Suppression of the Slave
Trade.r]

Pavyenston 10 LaMARD

IrIN To Mavyriemn.e
Nol.
Loxpon May 18tk 1841,
Dear Sim:

Owing to various trifling casualties and unavoidable delays which
occurred in travelling from New Orleans to New York, and to a long
voyage from thence to this country, I did not reach London till last
week, when I immediately proceeded to deliver my despatches to
Genl Hamilton,

The Genl. will have informed you of the difficulty which has
occured with regard to the immediate ratification of the British
Treaties, owing to that which was brought by Mr. Burnley having
been too late to obtain the consideration of Congress, and to this
Governments objection to sign one without the other. The delay
is much to be regretted, as of course it must have the effect in some
mensure of retarding the intercst of the Republic in this country.?
During the interval the Texas Minister can be viewed as nothing
more than Envoy or Commissioner; and, with regard to myself, the
Exequatur to act as Consul must also be equally delayed; tho’ I
presume I shall be able to authenticate documents going out to
Texas, and that the authentication will be there respected, as there
are several of importance which individuals wish to send, and with
regard to which delay would operate very injuriously.

If T find it can be done with propriety it may also be desirable
for me to appoint (according to the power vested in consuls) a tem-

¢ Bee Gammel, Laiws of Texas, 1T, 880-0D04,

b April 8, 1841, Ree Crawford to Lamar, July 30, 1841,

° 8es Records of Department of State {Texas}, Book 41, pp. 508-507, Ikin seems to
have bech appolnted consul at London, theugh neither his commiggion nor the request for
hia erequaiur has heen found.

4 Bee note ¢, p, 911,




CORRESPONDENCE WITH GREAT ,BRITAIN, 937

porary consular agent in Liverpool, as T think it will be necessary

‘that an suthorized commercial Representative of the Republic
should, as soon as possible be established in that port. In the selec-
tion of the individual I should be chiefly guided with a view to his
character and influence, and tho' the appointment might be only
protem, I should [prefer] that he would remain until the Govern-
ment had some other individual or recommendation in view.

Genl. Hamilton still looks foward to the bare chance of the Tory
Government which is expected to succeed the present one immedi-
ately, being less precise with regard to the Treaties, and to their
ratifying one without the other; but I fear he will be disappointed
in this expectation,

There is little fear that war will now take place between Great
Britain and the United States, a proposal is now before the country
for taking off the duties on foreign Sugar and timber, which I men-
tion as bearing on the future interests of Texas. Nothing however
can be said of the immediate prospects of effecting this change
though I trust it will ultimately take place,

Should the Texan GGovernment wish at any time to make contracts
for such kinds of Military, naval or other stores as can be obtained
more cheaply here than in the United States, T have connexions who
would undertake to furnish them on terms more advantageous than
1 think, could be easily obtained elsewhere. T would also venture to
suggest that ere long advantageous dispositions of public land might
be made in this country.

May I beg the favor of you caunsing the enclosed letters to be
delivered.

Dear Sir
Your most Obt. Servi.
Arraur Irin

The Hon

James 8 Mayrignp
Secretary of State.

.

Hanmiuton o MAYFIELD.?

-

Loxpow, M ay 18th 1841,
Str:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the
12th Feby together with the ratifications of the Treaties of Amity
and Commerce and Mediation with her Majesty’s Government and
that with the King of the Netherlands.

@ These were doubtless private,
? See Records of Department of State {(Texas), Book 41, pp. 507—508.'
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In presenting myself at the foreign Office on the 16th Inst (foritwas
only on the 15th Mr. Tkin reached London having been upwards of two
months on his journey) Lord Palmerston reminded me of our stipu-
lation and the invariable practice of European Courts that in the case
of treaties executed at the same time, the exchange of ratifications
should be simultaneous and as the Treaty for the suppression of the
African Slave trade did not reach Austin before the adjonrnment of
the Senate owing to the unexpected delay in Mr Burnley’s journey
his Lordship has declined to ratify the two treaties brought out by
Mr Tkin, until the third arrives. T assure you that his decision is
made without the smallest change in the friendly dispositions of Her
Majesty’s Government, but in strict conformity to established rule.s.

As the congress of Texas will not sit until October next, it was
necessary that his Lordship and myself should extend the time for
the exchange of the Ratifications. We accordingly have this day?
concluded the protocol of conference of which T enclose you a copy.
The consequence is that no resident Minister or Chargé can be recog-
nized or received at this Court until the exchange is made. T ghall
retain my full powers for the purpose of ratifying the treaties, the
honor of which iy the only remuneration I seek for my diplematic
services,

I shall be in Austin a week before the meeting of Congress to
afford such explanations of the Slave trade convention as I trust will
be satisfactory to all branches of the Government, and be prepared to
return in the Spring to England to exchange the Ratifications, after
which I will most cheerfully surrender my appointment. As T have
put the Republic to no pecuniary loss by this arrangement, I hope it
will be satisfactory. In the mean time it will be totally unneces-
sary to send out any Minister or Chargé as he wonld not be either
recognized or received as a diplomatic Agent. I do not desire a Sec-
vetary as it would be uncalled for expense to the Republic,

I beg you to assure the President that his instructions as to any
Compact or Treaty with the Mexican Bond holders, shail be strictly
attended to. Pray make acceptable likewise to him, my thanks for
the appointment as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordi-
nary to this Court, with which he has honored me, and for which T
have received my commission and the necessary letters of credence.c

I have the honor to remain with great respect '
Your Obt. Servt.
J Hamivroy

Hon

J 5. MaywieLp
Secy of State. ete. ete.

¢ Bee note ¢, p, 011,
®The protocol is dated one day later,
¢ The commission and letters reforred to have not bheen found,
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Protocol of conference held at ihe foreign office May 10th 1841 hetween the Plenipo-
tentiaries of Great Britaln and Texas,

Whereas, there was concluded between Her Majesty the Queen of
L the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland and the Republic
f of Texas on the 13th Novr 1840 o Treaty of Commerce and Naviga-
E tion and on the 14th Novr., 1840, a convention containing certain
- arrangements relative to the public debt and on the 16th Novr 1840
1 Treaty for the suppression of the African Slave trade, and it was
# stipulated that the ratifications of all these Treaties should be ex-
¥ changed at Tondon within nine months from the time when they
| were respectively signed.
t  And Whereas, unforseen delays retarded the journey of Mr. Burn-
. ley, the gentleman by whom the original of the last of these Treatios
| was forwarded by the Texan Plenipotentiary {o his Government.
. And Wherens, the Congress of Texas separated this year earlier
b than was expected and was not longer sitting when Mr., Burnley
 arrived at Galveston.
b And Whereas, in consequence of these circumstances the Texas
P Senate, have as yet advised and consented to the ratification of only
t two out of the three Treaties,
. And Whereas, it was agreed between the British and Texan Pleni-
f potentaries that the ratifications of all the three above mentioned
f Treaties should be exchanged simultanecusly.
E  And whereas, the Texan Congress will not meet again until the
E month of October next, The Plenipotentiaries of (Great Britain and
j Texas who signed the three Treaties aforesaid having now met to-
b gether have agreed and do hereby agree and declare that the time
g for the exchange of the ratifications of said Treaties will be extended
Eto the first day of June 1842,

F PROTOCOT, OF  CONTFERENGE BETWEERN PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF (REAT
Brrrain axp Trxass

Roserts ro HAMILTON.?

DerarrvMENT or STATH
City of Austin July 5th, 1841,

t 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to Mr.
IMayfield who is at present absent, of the 15th May.c Tt has been
idetained about ten days between Galveston and this place owing to
the sickness of the messenger who had been sent up with it.

b «May 19, 1841. See Hamilton fo Mayfeld, May 18, 1841,

¢ *Bee Records of Department of State (Texas), Took 38, np. 159-196,
*The matter In the next praragraph shows this to have been the letter recorded am of
y 18,

)
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We had previously heard of the refusal of the British Government
to ratify the two treaties taken out by Mr. Tkin, because the third
one, for the suppression of the african Slave Trade, did not reach
this Country in time for ratification by onr Senate. Your assur-
ances that this decision of the British Government is made without
the smallest change in the friendly disposition of Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment ; but in strict Conformity with established rule, relieves this
Government of much apprehension, for from recent indications we
thought we had reason to attribute it to other motives.

Information reached this Department last night of the return of
Judge Webb to Galveston, permission having been refused to him
to land even. In order that you may be fully possessed of all the
circumstances attending his rejection, T have caused copies of the
Soveral Communications which passed between him and Mr. Puken-
ham to be made which are enclosed. The translations of the Mexican
Communications were made very hurriedly and arc imperfect. They
are pretty literal however and will convey to you at least the meaning
of the writers. I call your attention particularly to the closing para-
graph of the letter of the 10th June, The affected horror of the Mex-
iean Secrotary for the Slave trade which he asserts is carried on in
this Country, presents a new point of objection and was evidently
introduced, more for the effect it was supposed it would have upon
the councils of England than from any principle of State policy.
Taken too in Connexion with the refusal of the British Govmt. to
ratify the two first Treaties, because the African Slave trade Treaty
had not been ratified by us, although this was in strict Conformity
with established usage, as you assure us it was, it eertainly presents
matter for reflection if not uneasiness.

1 should not dwell so much upon this point, or view it in so serious
o light if it was not for the great’excitement produced, as far as we
have yet heard, in every part of the conntry, where the news of the
rejection of Judge Webb, has reached. Public meetings are being
held and war speeches made all over the Country. It seems now, n
fact, almost inevitable, In what condition we are to become the
assailant, no one knows better than you do, and if this news reaches
you before you have closed your Negotiations for the loan, the conse-
quences must be disastrous in the extreme. The emergency is such
{hat General Lamar has resolved to go at once down to Galveston,
for the purpose of satisfying himself on many points of which he is
now in some doubt and while there the policy to be pursued will be
finally settled. You may I think prepare yourself, for what T feel
confident must come War. More T cannot say at present; but if I
go to Galveston whatever is determined on shall be immediately
communicated to you from that place.

In the event of War, the Congress will probably be Convened
immediately after the election, say about the 25th Septr. I mention
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this now, that you may if you think it necessary be prepared, upon
further Notice, to set out so as to be here early in the session.

The President deeply regrets that there should have been the least
room for doubt in your mind as to the proper construction to [be]
placed upon the appointment of Gen Green to succeed you at the
Court of St. James. It was understood by President Burnet from
the phraseology of your letter that you only desired to remain there
long enough to exchange the ratifieations of the treaties you had
made upon the accomplishment of which you wished to come home,
and 1t was upon the supposition that the ratifications would be ex-
changed in March or very early in April, that the Trosident tendered
the appointment to Gen Green, tho his Commission in fact was never
made out. This it is hoped will sufficiently aceount for the appoint-
ment of (Gen. Green almost simultaneously with you.

Though nominally in a state of War the country is in fact at pres-
ent at profound peace. The Indians who have been our most trouble-
sqme cnemies heretofore have been uniformly so terribly beaten and
at such immense odds too, that they are beginning to despair and are
gradually falling back, and the settlements as rapidly advancing upon
them. They [are] becoming weary of a Conflict from which they
reap nothing but disaster and death. This State of things enables
our planters to give all of their time or nearly so, to the cultivation

b of the Soil.  This year, it has amply repaid them. The increase in
. the cotton crops will be very great and the supply of bread stuffs will
- greatly over run the demand. This is an important fact to be know
in Europe especially at this particular juncture of affairs. I have
taken pains to inform myself, and you may rely upon my accuracy.
A long drought might do injury still; but it could not, T think, be
very serious.
T have the honor to be, with great respect.

Your most Obt Servi
: Samr. A. RoBerTs

Acting Secy of State
To General Jaymrs Hamirron.

- Memorandum of documents sent to Gen Hamilton accompanying
b ahove letter.®

Letter of Judge Webb to Mr. Pakenham dated June 1st 1841,
Ditto Mr. Pakenham’s reply to Judge Webb “ June 10th ¢

“ Judge Webb to Mr. Pakenham ot 16th ¢
¢ Mr, Caiiedo to Mr. Pakenham “ Decemr1ith 1840,
¢ Mr., Comacho to Mr. Pukenham ‘¢ June 8th 1841.

‘“ Judge Webb to Secy of State of Texas *“ “ 929th ¢

4For all, gee Correspondence with Mexico, All the first flve, except Cafiedo to Paken-
k- ham, the proper date of which is December 11, 1839, are inclosed with the last,




