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TERRELL TO SMITH.®

DevarrveNT 0F STATE,
Housron August 20th 1842
To Hon Asnper SyiTir
Chargé d'Affaires of Tewxas ete.
Sin.

Your despatches for this Government, dated June 8th. July 8rd
and July 4th were reeeived some days since.

The absence of the ITon Sceretary of State, (occasioned by severe
illness) will account for the delay in answering your communieations.

In his continued absence, owing to protracted indisposition, I am
directed, by His Excellency the President, to communicate with you;
in which he desires me to assure you that it has been a source of
sincere satisfaction to learn that you have at length succeeded in
negotiating an exchange of the ratifications, of the several treaties
heretofore concluded between Great Britain and Texas—notwith-
standing the many and serious difficulties which have been inter-
posed. It can not Lut be regarded as an auspicious event; and
authorises the expression of the hope entertained by this Government
that the amicable and intimate relations thus established between the
two countries, will not only remain undisturbed, but that they may
be improved and strengthened, and ultimately become permanent.
We are a branch of the same great national family—speaking the
same language—governed in a great measure by the same laws—
possessing kindred feelings and congenial sentiments—therefore that
all eauses of hostility towards this country, on the part of the
Government of Great Britain, should be removed as far as prac-
ticable—that sentiments of an unfriendly character should give place
to more favourable opinions and better feelings, is greatly to be
desired; and for the accomplishment of this important object, the
President relies much upon your prudence and ahilities,

The interests of this country are most deeply involved in the
mediation proposed by Great Britain, and you will continue to press
this subject upon the attention of Her Majesty’s Ministers. The
United States have also made a tender of the mediation of that
Government to effect the same desirable end which will of course
be accepted by us. Should Mexico, after all these friendly offices
on the part of neutral powers, persist in declining the proposed
mediation, and active and efficient blockade will most certainly be
enforced, Nor will this Government fail to prosicute hostilities vig-
ourously by land. That this course on our part will be attended with
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success, and eventually bring about the desired result—not a doubt
is entertained.

] The condition of our vessels requiring it, we were compelled to
raise the blockade for a short period, for the purpose of refitting
them. The Ship Austin and the Brig Whorton have been for some
time in the port of New Orleans for this purpose—but are now daily
expected af Galveston, and will be prepared, together with the
schooners San Antonio and San Bernard (now there and ready for
service) to proceed {o the actual enforcement of the blockade. Tt is
eonfidently believed also that we shall he able to get the Steam Ship
Zavalla and perhaps the Brig Jim Bowie to sea shorily, as soon as
the appropriations which the Congress at its late extra Session made
for that purpose can be made available. A new Proclamation will of
course be necessary.

Your eonduct in regard {o the War Steamers which, at the date
of your last despatehes were being fitted out in England for the use
of the Mexican Government, meels the entire approbation of the
President. This Government had entertained, nor has it yet re-
linquished, the hope that no considerations of interest or advantage
could indice her Majesty’s Governuent, by consenting to a manifest
violation of the prineiples of international law, or the rules which
govern the intercourse of friendly powers, to forget the magnanimity
becoming a great and powerful Nation. Ier Majesty’s (Government,
it is believed, could not fail to perceive the injustice involved in, and
the injurions consequences which must necessarily result from, a
permission either express or tacit, on the part of that Government,
and more espeeially under its anspices, to arm and equip vessels of
War within her harbours, destined to act against a friendly Nation at
war with a third power. These vessels have not as yet, as far as we
have any intelligence, reached the port of Vera Cruz—nor will they
be permitted to do so without a strong effort to prevent it.

You have doubtless, before this will have reached you, seen the bill
passed by the Congress, at its lute Extra Session, for the purpose of
prosecuting offensive war against Mexico, and the message of the
President vetoing the bill. The reasons which induced the President
to withhold his sanstion from that measure are found stated at length
in the message itself. This document, it s true, will present you
rather & melancholy picture of our present condition and eircum-
stances —yet we do not despond.  We have extensive resonrces and
believe we will be able to make them available so as to carry out the
war against our uncompromising, heartless and faithless enemy to a

guccessful termination, That we will be able almost immediately
to establish our blockade in accordance with the settled usages of
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Nations, and rigidly to enforee it as long as may be necessary, there
ean be no doubt. Nor is it for a moment contemplated to abandon
all offensive operations by land. On the contrary it is intended im-
mediately to send out to the enemy’s frontier a foree sufliciently
strong to preduce to the enemy the most serious annoyance, DBut for
this purpose it has been thought advisable to rely exclusively upon
volunteer service. The precise time at which fhis expedition will
mareh can not yet be determined. The orders have been issued, and
{he troops are now being raised, and will be in the field in a very short
time.  You will be vegularly advised of all operations hoth by sea
and land.

Your suggestions upon the propriety of investing the Charge
A fFaires of Texas in Kurope with authority to issue letters of marque
ete. agninst Mexico are deemed important and will receive the early
attention of the Government. Should the recommendation be ac-
quiesced in, the requisite blank commissions will be forwarded to
you at Paris.

This Government will aceede to the request of Tord Aberdeen that
the Royal West India Mail Steamers, touching at the ports of
Mexico will be exempted from the operation of the blockade—an
order to which effect will he issued to onr blockading squadron—with
a copy of which you will be furnished to be communicated to her
Majesty’s Government. If an arrangement can be eflected by which
these vessels would regilarly touch at Galveston, it would be highly
gratifying to the President and would doubtless be productive of
decided advantage both to this Country and Great Britain.

Accompanying {his despatch will be forwarded a commission for
Mr. Tachlan Macintosh Rate as Consul General of Texas for the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland—which you will
please forward by the first safe conveyance that may offer.

Tt may be a matter of no small importance to the interests of this
Government that you acquire full and accurate information as to the
amount and character of Texas liabilities existing in Furope. You
are therefore desired to give this subject your carnest attention, and
transmit the result-of your engniries to the State Department.

The books and papers which have been so politely presented by
the TTon Mr. Hume—and others which you have procured for the use
of the Republic will be a most valuable accession to our publie
library. You will please present to TTon Mr. Hume the acknowledge-
ments of the Secretary of State for this unequivocal testimony of his
regard for the interests and prosperity of our young Republic—and in
return assure him that Copies of our Constitution, laws and Con-

@ No copy of this commisslon 1y on flle wlth the correspondence.




CORRESPONDENCE WITEH GREAT BRITAIN. 1007

gresstonal documents will be forwarded to you to be presented to the
library of the ITouse of Commons, as soon as practicable.

Your attention is respectfully invited to the suggestions contained
in the despatch from the Department of State of 7th June.

Your despateh relating to the Mexican War Steamers building in
England have not been received at the proper Department—nor
have your letters to Col. ITockley und Mr. Miller, (as those gentlemen
inform me) come to hand.

It is the first wish of the President’s heart to bring ahout an ami-
cable adjustment of the long continued and profitless difficulties be-
tween this Government and that of Mexico. It is helieved by his
excelleney that if France would unite her efforts with those of Great
Britain and the United States, already tendered, it would furnish
ground for the indulgence of a rational hope that thig result, so de-
sirable on every account, may be brought about.

You are well aware that there is no apprehension felt, on the part
either of the Government or population of Texas, as to the ultimate
issue of the impending contest between this Country and Mexico., It
is therefore not on that account but alone for the sake of our eiti-
zens—to avert the evils ever attendant upon a state of actual war,
and which, result as it may to governmentis, never fails to prove a
serious calamity to individual members of the community—that the
President feels so much anxiety to bring about this adjustment.

You will therefore, at your earliest leisure, lny this matter before
the French Ministry, and press it with an earnestness proportioned
to the corresponding sentiments with whielh you may discover Iis
Majesty’s Ministers to be animated.

That it will afford Ilis Majesty’s Government sincere pleasure, by
the intervention of their friendly offices, to aid in adjusting existing
differences between two neutral powers, the President does not enter-
tain a doubl., The character of the French people as well as the unt-
form course of their Government—evincive of the most enlightened
and liberal councils—furnish the most unequivoeal guaranty that she
is governed by such sentiment. Tt would be doing injustice [to] the
national character of I'rance—the earliest aly of onr mother country--
the first European power to acknowledge the Independence of
Texas—and at all times the friend of Republics, to indulge the sup-
position that she can view with cold indifference a struggle between
two neighbouring Republics, marked too by so rancourous and ve-
vengeful a spirit as that now going on between this Counlry and
Mexico.

The high appreciation in which the President holds the character
of His Majesty the King of the French, both as a man and a Prince,
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and the many substantial evidences which France has given through
her late talented and accomplished Chargé d’Affaires to this (Govern-
ment, M D. Saligny, of her friendly feelings towards our young
Republic, conspire to point out France, above all other Kuropean
powers, as the Nation which should be selected by Texas as an
u[m]pire, in the event of the proposed mediation being suceessful.

These friendly feelings, you are authorised to assure His Majesty'’s
Ministers, are fully reciprocated by the present Administration of
this Government. So far as the President himself is concerned he
has given the most unequivoeal evidences of his friendship for the
French Nation, in the several contracts for colonization which he
has Granted to French cilizens—and in confering offices of high re-
sponsibility upon them—which, although unfortunate in one instance,
nevertheless evinced his friendship. And more especially has he
shown the most decided preference for Frenchmen in the vigorous
and efficient support which as a member of Congress, Lie gave to the
bill usually denominated the  Frane Texienne bill,” in which it was
proposed to introduce, with peculiar privileges, a large number of
French emmigraunts into this Country.®

The President desires {hat you will present his kindest personal
regards to his excellent friend M. I’ Saligny, and to assure that
gentleman that he regrets much the causes (although he acquiesces
in the necessity) which rendered it necessary for a gentleman of his
character and abilities to withdraw from the Country—and hopes
that he will find it convenient to return—with renewed health—or
that his place will be supplied by a gentleman of the same enlight-
ened views—Iliberal sentiments—urbanity of manners and amenity of
temper. .

The President. desires to be remembered to you in the most affec-
tionate terms—and to assure you that your conduct as a public func-
tionary, so far as it has come to his knowledge, meets his entire
approbation.

I have the honor to be
with high consideration
Your obdt Servt
G. W, TerrELL

HaMILTON TO THE SENTOR OFFICER OF Her Masesty’s NAVY AT THE
TTavaNNAILY

2 The bill passed {he Mouse, of which Tlousion was a member, of the Hth Texas Con-
gress, but was killed in the Scnate. Sec Pelegraph end Tepas Regleier, February 10 and
17, 1841; Austin City Gazelte, July 21, 1841,

b August 23, 1842. Bee Hamliton to Jones, November 25, 1842,
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Ervior 10 SECRETARY OF STATE oF TExas [JoNus].e

Garveston August 23rd. 1842.
Sm,

Having been appointed by Her Britannic Majesty to be Her Maj-
esty’s Consul General in the Republic of Texas, I beg to announce
to Your Excellency that I have to day arrived at this place.

I propose to repair to Houston as soon as an occasion presents
itself ; but in the mean time, give me leave to ask You to convey to the
President the expression of my highest respect, and to signify my
great desire to.wait upon His Excellency in person, whenever it may
be convenient to receive me.

T should add that T am the bearer of a dispatch to Your address
from the Earl of Aberdeen which it will be my duty to deliver to
you, when T have the satisfaction of sceing you.

Accept, Sir, the sentiments of Iligh consideration with which I
have the honor to remain - '

Your Excellency’s
Most obedient
Humble Servant
Caarnrs Evnvior.
His Excellency
The SECRETARY OF STATE
cte. ete. cte,
Houston

TERRELL, TO FELLIOT.®

DEePARTMENT oF STATE
Housvox Lwgqust 298k 1842
SIR,

The undersigned, in discharge of the duties of Secretary of State
of the Republic of Texas, has the pleasure to announce the receipt
of your note of 24th ® Tust from Galveston—notifying this Depart-
ment of your appointment as ITer Britanic Majesty’s Consul Gen-
eral for this Republic.

In reply T beg leave to state that it affords me very since[re]
pleasure to be the instrument of welcoming the arrival of a gentle-
man so distingnished, as the vepresentative of the Government of
Her Britanic Majesty in this Republic.

*A L. 8 ® 8hould be 23d,
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The undersigned will be happy to receive Captain Elliot, at this
Office, tomorrow at 10 oclock A. M., or at any hour thereafter that
may suit his convenience.

Aceept Sir assurances of the high consideration

With which T am
Your most obedient
humble servant
G. W. TrrreLn
Attorney Gend. and
(Acting) Secretary of State.
To Honble
Cuarres Kroior
Consul Genl.
ete. ete.
fouston.

TERRELL TO ABERDEEN.®

DepawrymeNt oF STATR
HousroN Lugust S0th 1842
My Lorp.

The undersigned, in discharge of the dutics of Secretary of Htate of
the Republic of Texas, has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
the note addressed to this Department by the Karl of Aberdeen of date
31st May last, announcing the appointment of Charles Elliot Esqr, as
Consul General of Her Britanic Majesty for this Republic.

It affords the undersigned great pleasure to state in reply (al-
though not strietly in accordance with diplomatic nsage) that Captain
Elliot has been received by the Kxecutive Chief Magistrate of this
Government with that consideration which is due to the representative
of a Government so pre-eminently distinguished amongst the Nations
of the civilized world.

The undersigned avails himself of the opportunity to assure the
Earl of Aberdeen that this manifestation of a desive on the part of
Her Britanic Majesty to cultivate more friendly relations between the
two countries, will be niet by a corresponding spirit from the Authori-
ties of this Government. The citizens of this Republic are proud to
claim descent from the same great ancestry with the people of Great
Britain. Availing herself of the wisdom and experience of that
mighty people, Texas is, in a great measure, governed by the same
laws—actuated by the same prineiples—and controuled by kindred

feelings and congenial sentiments. Between Natlons thus relatively
sitnated the most intimate relations both social and commercial should
ever subsist. And Her Britanic Majesty’s Ministers may be assured

“A L &




CORRESPONDENCE WITII CREAT BRITAIA. 1011

that no eflorts will be wanting on the part of this Govermnent to
extend, to strengthen and render pertanent these relations between
the two countries,
I beg leave to tender assurances
of the high consideration with
which I am your Lordship’s
most obedient humble servant.
G. W, Terreny
To
The ¥t or Anerpres
London,

SaTH To Jonks.e

Copy—"The Chargé d Affaires of Texas 1o the Iarl of Aberdeen.
Paris, August [152], 1842.

The Undersigned, Chargé d’Aflaires of Texas, has received
Dispatehes from his Government, in which it is stated that ¢ a triple
interposition by France, England and the United States in the
difficulties existing between Texas und Mexico, would appear to be
proper, as 1t is consistent with the eniightened character of the age
as well as the inferest of those countries severally’. The Under-
signed is instructed to suggest the propriety of such a course to the
ministers for Woreign Affairs respectively of Great Britain and
France.  Accordingly the Undersigned addressed a note on the
subject to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Government of
France.  As her Majesty’™s Government has already undertaken to
interpose its friendly offices to effect a peace between Texas and
Mexico, agreeably to the Convention of Mediation concluded hetween
Texas and Great Britain, it has scemed proper to the Undersigned,
to communicate to Iler Majesty’s Government, a copy of the note

-addressed to the Government of the King of the French. A copy
of the note ig nccordingly herewith enclosed.

The Undersigned was informed that the subject of joint interposi-
tion will be presented to ITer Majesty’s Government by Iis Fxeel-
lency the French Ambassador at London. Should it be deemed
necessary by the Farl of Aberdeen, the Undersigned will repair to
London at such time as may suit his Lordships convenience,

The Undersigned avails himself, cte.

signed AsuBEL Smrrm
Legation of Texas.
[Here follows a copy of Smith to Guizot, August 15, 1842.%]

fA T B, dated Angust 31, 1842, Idspatch No, 17, dealing wlth both British and
French relations, but ciassified with Correspondenece with ranee, q. v. This dispatch

; containg the Inclosure which follows, the logical place of which i3 here,

b Bee Corvespondence with I'ranco.
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SMITH TO SANCHO.S

SsmrrE 1o IRVING.D

Eiraor To TERRELL.®

Houstox September 10th. 1842.

The Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Aftaires to
the Republic of Texas has the honor to address Mr. Terrell upon
the subject of the notification of blockade of the Eastern ports of
Mexico, proclaimed by the President on the 26th, March last.?
When He had the pleasure of sceing Mr. Terrell on the 28th.
Ultimo, He mentioned that the despatch from which He gathered
the views, and earncst desire and recommendation of Her Majesty’s
Government then expressed, adveried to Instructions of an earlier
date not at that time received, and Ile abstained from making any
written communication npon the subject, till He should be in posses-
sion of those Instructions; which is now the case.
The Earl of Aberdeen had already represented verbally to the
Texian Chargé d’Affaires in TLondon, the sentiments of Ter Maj-
esty’s Government concerning the supposed blockade, and they have
no doubt been conveyed to the President through that channel. But
His Lordship has also desired the Undersigned to represent the 111
will which a continnance of it would excite in Foreign Nations,
and especially among the Mereantile population of the higher com-
mercial powers, whose friendship it must be so greatly the interest
of the Texian (fovernment to conciliate in the infancy of their
Country’s independence.
To such considerations The Undersigned may add the opinion
of Her Majesty’s Government, that a blackade of the Mexican Ports
has become particularly inopportune, since the final completion of
the Treaties between Great Dritain and Texas, since it is now the
duty of the British Government, conformably to the provisions of
one of those Treaties, to endeavour once more to mediate a peace
between the two Countries, with a view to the recognition of Texas
by Mexico.
Tt is scarcely to be supposed, His Lordship observes, that such

a mediation can be undertaken with any rational hope of success
when an obstruction is opposed by Texas to the commerce of Mexico

= Reptember 7, 1842, See Smith te Jonos, Qeptember 8, 1842, In Correspondence with
Spaln.

» Ggptember 8, 1842, Hee Smlth to Jones, September 19, 1842 (INspatch 20}).

°A, L. 8

4 For the proclamation, sec T'elegraph and Terus Register, March 30, 1842.
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with other Countries; which could under any circumstances con-
tribute but little in proportion to its vexatious character to the
success of the contest at present raging between the two Republics.

These, in substance, are the opinions and suggestions of Her
Majesty’s Government, founded upon the supposition that an actual
and cffective blockade, properly supported by an adequate naval
foree, in the manner required by the Law of Nations, might have
been established and maintained, under the notification of the 26h.
March last.  And although that is not the situation of cirenmstances,
still the Undersigned has considered it incumbent upon him to make
8 frank exposition of the feelings with which Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment regarded thie supposed existence of the blockade, DBut the possi-
bility that the proclaimed Blockade had not been duly enforced, had
also been contemplated by Iler Majesty’s Government, and the
Undersigned will now beg leave to turn to that point.

A period of nearly six months has elapsed since the notification of
the 26th. March, without any practical enforcement of it, and such
being the case Mr. Terrell knows that the indispensible condition of
a blockade has always been wanting. The notification without the
fact is insufficient, but whilst 1t continues unrevoked, or until the
Merchants of Neutral Powers have a formal knowledge of the inten-
tions of their own Government upon the subject, the notice neces-

~ sarily entails undue and harassing consequences upon the Commerce
£ with the proclaimed Ports,

The President will learn with concern that this has been the case

" on the present oceasion; and upon the whoele the Undersigned con-

- fidently commits it to His Excellency’s Sense of justice, and friendly

: dispositions, to direct such an angwer to be given to this Communica-
f tion as may lhave the immediate effect of removing all further diffi-

b culty and uneasiness upon this subject.

The Undersigned avails himself with cordial satisfaction, of this
f first occasion of official correspondence to assure this Government of
b the respect of that of his own for the independence of the Republic,
and of the lively interest felt in its honor, welfair, and prosperity.
§ e also requests Mr. Terrell to accept the assurances of esteem and

B hizh consideration with which He has the honor to remain Ilis

E obedient and faithful servant
: Cuarres Ervior
To
The Honorable
G. W. TrrreLL
Attorney General
charged ad tnterim
with the duties of Secretary of State
of the Depublic of Texas.



