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. Errior 1o JoNnps.?

Gavvisron July 24th. 1843.

SIR, :
f, T Liave the honor to acquaint you for the information of the Presi-
dent that T have this day received a despateh from Iler Majesty’s
Chargé d’affaires at Mexico, dated on the Sth. Instant, in reply to
! my despatch of the 21st. Ultimo, in which I had transmitied an au-
thentic copy of the proclamation issued by His Ixcellency on the
15th, Ultimo.t Those papers were duly communicated to the Govern-
. ment of Mexico, and General Santa Afia informed M. Doyle, that
with respect to the duration of the armistice Ie thought that was a
matter which conld best be decided by the Military Authorities of
either party, that hostilities would immediately cease on the part of
Mexico, and that General Woll who is in command of the army of
the North would receive full powers to treat at once with whatever
officer might be sent to him for that purpose by (ieneral Houston;
{hat the Commissioners were at liberty to come to Mexico as they
thought fit, either by Sea or Land, but He trusted they would be
4 sent with full powers to treat upon the terms of which Mr. Robinson,
one of the late Texian prisoners was the Dearer.

You will observe that the Government of Mexico still adheres to

T ——

I.‘ {the demand for the acknowledgment of the Sovereignty of Mexico
on the part of Texas. But possible as it may be that time, and re-
| flection, and the good offices of Powers friendly to both parties may

lead to n different temper; it is still incumbent upon me to state what
I colleet from very recent advices to be the impression of Her Maj-
! esty’s Government, under the assumption that this demand is indeed
as fixed, as it is declared to be; impressions, founded no doubt, upon
{heir opinions of the present temper of the Government and people
of Mexico,

In offering these considerations and remarks, I cannot too dis-
tinetly disclaim any intention upon the part of Iler Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, to offer any advice to the Government of Texas upon such
a point; neither, however, must I omit to repeat their continued
readiness to interpose their good offices, in an entirely neutral and
impartial sense, in order to facilitate the termination of this dispute.

1t certainly appears to Her Majesty’s Government that the propo-
citions of General Santa Afia go far to establish the virtual inde-
pendence of Texas, although by the first of those propositions Texas
is required to acknowledge the Sovereignty of Mexico. And Her
Majesty’s Government has had recent reason to consider that it is
not at all probable General Santa Afia will recede from this demand,

A LH
v Of an avmistice. See Nileg’ Register, LXIV, 307,
o See Niles' Register, LXIV, 97,
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since, even were He disposed to do so, which Ie does not seem to he,
public opinion would probably effectually oppose him in carrying
out that inclination.

Under these eircumstances it will be for the Government of Texas
to determine what course to pursue. 1y admitting the nominal con-
cession required of them, peace would be immediately seeured, and
with peace, commerce and agriculture would flourish, and the founda-
tions of daily increasing wealth and power would be laid.

And if both parties enter upon the task of endeavouring to bring
about an adjustment with good faith, and prosecute that task with
temper, and a full dbtermination to bring it to a satisfactory issue,
Her Majesty’s GGovernment, do not pereeive in the terms of accom-
modation proposed by Mexico, suitably modified, any insurmount-
able obstacle to the conclusion of an agreement on equitable grounds,
between the parties.

The President will of course remark that these are the views kHer
Majesty’s Government have formed for themselves, upon the possi-
bility of any early settlement of this contest. But I must repeat that
Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to offer any advice to
the Government of Texas in this matter, whilst they will very readily
lend their good offices, whenever ealled upon, in order to facilitate the
termination of the dispute. .

T cannot but express the sincere hope that the President will think
himself in a situation to conclude the proposed armistice, and de-
spatching Commissioners to Mexico, endeavour to improve a slate of
truce, into a state of lasting peace.

With sentiments of the highest consideration, I have the honor to
remain, Sir,

Your most obedient

ITumble Servant

Crrannes ELLioT
To

The Honorable

Anson Jones

cte. ete. ete.
Washington

[Copy.2]

Basis of an armistice which General Woll is said to have been
authorized to make with an officer sent to him by the Governor of
Texas,

& The date of thiz copy, together with certain oiher evidence, indicates that it containg
the propositions of Santa Anna referred to In Elliot’s letter; but its place In the file
{8 uneertain, and the references to those propositions In Elllot's leiter make their 1dentity
still more uncertain. On the whole, a likelihood appears to be that this doenment wad, at
any rate, an inclosure In the letter of Elllot. Cf. Niles’ Register, LXKV, 34,
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1. Tl armisticio se sometra 4 la aprobacion del Gobierno Supremo
en perjuicio de que se suspendan immediatemente las hostilidades,

2, Se estipulard en el armisticio que el llamado Gobierno de Tejas
mandard Comisionados 4 esta Capital de la Republiea, que hagan 4
su Gobo.  Taws proposiciones que estimen convenientes sobre Ja base
de las proposiciones que llevo el Abogado Robinson, y que debirin
ser la materia de discusion.

3. L] armisticio durard todo el tiempo necessario para aquel objetos
pero se acordera un ferminc prudente para la renovacion de las
hostilidades, cesando fuere resuelta por alguna de las partes intere-
sados, dandose el aviso previo, segun es costumbre practicarlo en casos
gemejantes,

4. Los Comisionados disfruteran de las mismas seguridades acord-
adag f los que envia el departamento de Yucatin, en su vienta; per-
manencia, v regeso serdn protegidos por las leyes, v Autoridades des
Mexicanas.

Garnveston July 25 1843 ¢

Joxms 1o Ervior.

StaTE DEPARTMENT
Washington July 36th 1843
Sir,

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion to this Department under date of the 24.ih. Inst transmitiing
information received by you from Mr. Doyle II B. Majesty’s Chargé
@’Affaires at Mexico through his despatch of the 8th. Inst, concern-
ing the pending negotiations for peace between Texas and Mexico;
and also advising this government of the views which her Majesty’s
(Government entertaing in relation to this interesting subject.

This communication was immediately submitted to his Excellency
the President, who hag instructed me to return the expression ot his
kindest thanks for the same and to informn you that concurring in
‘the views entertained by Mer Muajesty’s Govt. he will accede to the
proposition made by Gen. Santa Anna, and dispatch Commisstoners
to treat with Gen Woll upon the terms and conditions of the Armis-
tice and should these be satisfactorily adjusted he will forthwith
send Commissioners to the City of Mexico (as mentioned in my
despatch of the 15th Ulto.) for the final settlement of cxisting diffi-
culties,

On the 26th Inst. Lieutenant Galan of the Mexican army arrived
at this place with a communication from Gen. Adrian Woll, Com-

o The date of the copying.
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mander in Chief of the Army of the North to the President. A copy
of this communieation togetlier with the reply of the Secretary of
War and Marine T have the honor to enclose you in order that Her
Majesty’s Govt. under whose auspices friendly negotiations between
Texas and Mexico have been commenced and thus far successfully
prosecuted may be properly informed of the course which Texas
proposes to herself to pursue,in order to allay ull canses of irritation,
which might endanger or defeat the final successful issue of those
negotiations.®

Should the Govt [of] Mexico be animated by a like sincere desire
for removing all obstacles to a successful and happy termination of
existing difficulties between the two countries, I cannot but express
ihe hope that our unfortunate prisoners now detained in captivity
will be forthwith released. So long as they are detained, and ac-
counts of their sufferings (perhaps exaggerated) continue to reach
their friends and countrymen here a state of public feeling will be
constuntly kept alive, which T much fear will be fatal to every effort
at pacification The President of Mexico has it now in his power to
perform an act of justice and humanity towards these men, and at
the same time, to evince desires corresponding with those which this
Government have shown on so many recent occasions, by obviating
this most unhappy cause of irritation and thus removing the only
obstacle which now remains to a ealm and dispassionate discussion
of the points at issue with a view to the attainment of the great and
dignified object which the two parties propose to themselves, the
estublishment of an honorable and a lasting peace. Should you deem
it not inconsistent with your public duly T beg leave to request that
you will cause these views to be communicated to the Mexican gov-
ernment accompanied with such further representations, as might
be deemed proper and consistent with the friendly interest which Her
B. Majesty’s Govt. has taken in facilitating by her good oflices the
attainment of this object.

Be pleased to accept on this occasion renewed assurances of the
profound respect of

Your very Obt Humble Servt
Signed Anxnsox JoxNes
To
Capt Cuartes Froior
H. B. M. Charge & Afaires
ete. ele. ete,

@ Nelther Woll's letter nor the reply has been found, but for the substance of Woll's pee
Nilea’ Register, LXIV, 400,
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43 LecaTion or Trxas, Pagis
July, 31, 1843
Hon Axson Jones
Secretary of State,
Sig, '

I reached my post in this eity the 24th Instant on my return from
London.

Previousty to leaving London, I had a long interview on the 201h
Instant with the Barl of Aberdeen Secretary for the Foreign Depart-
ment, concerning the affairs of Texns. 1 think il proper here to state
that I had reasen to be pleased with the full and frank munner in
which his Lordship discussed the affairvs in question. As a matter of
course, he treated the subject mainly and almost exclusively in refer-
ence to British policy and interests.

Some time before thig interview with Lord Aberdeen, Mr J.0 I
Andrews whom I have mentioned in former despatches as being in
London on an abolition mission regquested me to present him to Mr
Addington. After some reflection T eonsented to do so, the introdue-
tion being in no degree official, as I stated to Mr Addington, and as
this course put me fairly in possession of the abolition schemes which
had already been presented to the DBritish Government. Oun this
oceasion I expressed my utter dissent from and opposition to all op-
erations then carrying on in London, having for their object the uboli-
tion of Slavery in Texas.

In my interview with Lord Aberdeen on the 20th Instant, I stated
that Mr Andrews’ coming to London about abolition was his indi-
vidual act wholly unauthorized by the Government of citizens of
Texas; that tho’ there might be some individuals in our country dis-
posed to abolish slavery, I had no reason to believe they were nu-
inerous; but on the contrary that I had reason to think no disposi-
tion to agitate this subject existed either on the part of the Gov-
ernment or any respectable portion of the citizens of Texas. T also
stated to Lord Aberdeen that T was informed representations would
be sent out to Texas based on statements made by members of the
Antiglavery Convention who had called on his Lordship touching this
matter, to the effect that Iler Majestv’s Government would afford in
some way the means of reimbursing or compensating the slave owners,
provided slavery were abelished in our country. I inquired what
ground there wag for these assertions,

His Lordship replied in effect, that it is the well known policy and
wish of the British Government to abolish slavery every where; that

A L. 8. b This fnitial should he 8,
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its abolition in Texas is deemed very desirable and he spoke to this
point at some little length, as connected with British policy and Brit-
ish interests and in reference to the United States. He added, there
was no disposition on the part of the DBritish Govt to interfere im-
properly on this subject, and that they would not give the Texian
Govt any cause to complain; ‘ he was not prepared to say whether the
British Government would consent hereafter to make such com-
pensation to Texas as would enable the Slaveholders to abolish slav-
ery, the object is deemed so important perhaps they might, though he
could not say certainly.” I here remarked to his Lordship, that any
compensation received by Texas from a foreign power for the aboli-
tion of glavery would be derogatory to our national honor and degrade
and disgrace us in the eyes of the world. Ile observed such things can
be =0 done as not to be offensive cte., but I believe his Lordship was of
my opinion.

Lord Aberdeen also stated that despatches had been recently sent
to Mr Doyle the British Chargé 4’ Aflnires at Mexico, instructing
him to renew the tender of British Mediation based on the abolition
of slavery in Texas, and declaring that abolition would be a gread
moval triwmph for Mexico. Your Department will not fail to remark
that this dispateh to My Doyle appears to introduce o new and im-
portant condition into “ mediation.”

Lord Aberdeen also repeated an opinion he has heretofore expressed
that the mediation of foreign Powers us hitherto presented, offered
no hopes of suceess. ’

Other subjects connected with the affairs and relations of Texas
were discussed at some length but they do not require to be mentioned

- here.

At the close of the interview I mentioned again to Lord Aberdeen
that Texas will not make any change in her institutions concerning
slavery, His Lordship requested I would communicate to the Gov-
grnment such opinions as he had expressed, to the exclusion of such

a5 the enthusiastic imaginations of the antislavery conventionists

might attribute to him. He inquired whether he should continue to

' sep these persons on this subject. T could not answer his Lordship,

g5 they have no connection with the Govt of Texas.
The British Government greatly desire the abolition of slavery
in Texus as o part of their general policy in reference to their co-

' lonial and commercial interests and mainly in reference to its future
E influence on slavery in the United States. 1 donot atiribute to them
. mny sinister purposes towards Texas in this matter; British policy
b in relation to slavery is declared to the world, and the good or ill

consequiences to Texas are not talken at all into consgideration.
The abolition of slavery in Texas would not have any good effect in
promoting emigration from Kurope. Emigrants would wait for
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years to see what relations are to subsist between Texas and the ad-
joining slave holding States, after abolition; and the agitation of
this subject among us would have a pernicious influence upon any
anticipated ILuropean emigration, which would more than ccunter-
balance any advantages likely to result from its accomplishment.

T am clearly of opinion tounded on conversations had with mem-
bers themselves of the British Anti-Slavery society, as well as with
other persous, that the most we conld look for from this class of in-
dividuals in England would be a glorification in one of their Exeter
Hall reports and annual notices of our progress in abolition after-
wards; and that no substantial pood whatever would accrae to the
country, 1 am induced too to believe that the purpose Is entertained
by some of that body to lead Texas by intimations of promises, to take
steps in reference to slavery from which we cannot well recede. It
is proper to add that the Anti Slavery socicty does not enjoy in any
considerable degree the respect and confidence of the British public.

1t is an important fact in connection with this subject that the
marriage of the Prince de Joinville with the Princess Francisca of
Brasil changes, as I have been well informed the feelings and policy
of the French Government in relation to slavery, and that they will
dissever themselves from that erusade whiell Great Britain has been
waging against slavery in favor of her commercial and colonial
interests '

Allow me to impress most respectfully on our (tovernment that in
order to procure an Kuropean emigration we must look to peace with
Mexico and not to the abolition of slavery. Tersons here desirous to
remove to our country are afraid of war, not of negro slavery. The
class of persons in England likely to emigrate cave very little about
this institution, and those of the continent care still less.

Allow me also to express my deliberate conviction that the vague
promises which Mr Andrews will send or carry to Texus will prove
false and illugory. Texas must depend upon honesty and industry for
a good reputation abroad. The sacrifice of one of her institutions to
buy good opinions here would be fruitless; aud if paid for by (Great
Britain must render us contemptible even in that country which
malkes the purchase.

1 saw Mr Guizot on my return to Paris a fow days since, when he
«aid to me he saw no reason to hope for peace between Texas and
Mexico through the mediation of foreign Powers.

Day before yesterduy the mail of the Great Western Steamer ar-
rived bringing the President’s Proclamation as copied from a New
Orleans newspaper, of the cessation of hostilities. T forthwith sent
a copy to Mr Guizot. From the frank and explicit observations of
Tord Aberdeen T know he did not, any more than Mr Guizot, antici-
pate this glorious news. It has had a favorable effect on Mexican
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Bonds in London which have already risen upwards of 10 per cent and
are advancing in value. This circumstance must strongly dispose the
Bondholders there in favor of peace on a permanent basis. Tf the
armistice shall result in permanent peace the most solid advantages
will forthwith acerue to Texas. International relations can be readily
established with the different Powers of Europe, and emigration and
commerce will be directed immediately to our country. Under such
cirenmstances the agitation of abolition would impede emigration
hetee, as showing our institutions to be still wnsettled and as likely
go put us in an unfriendly or hostile attitude to rards the neighboring
states on the North. _

It has been mentioned to me, but I do not permit myself to eredit
the assertion, that Mons. de Cramayel has given very unfavorable
accounts of us to hig (Govi. There is however some reason to appre:
hend (hat unfriendly representations of us have been transinitted to
this country. One Mr Guilbos Vice Consul I believe at San Antonio,
I was {0ld has writien very unfuvorably of us.

I saw King Louis Philippe this evening he congratulated us eor-
dially on the establishment of peace and wished us much prosperity.
His remarks were not only kind but showed that he nnderstood our
country and watched its progress.

My former despatches have represented the internal condition of
Spain as so unsetiled that it has not seemed advisable to attempt to
open negotiations with that country. A revolation has Just been ac-
complished there so far as affects parties, whereby Tispartero the
Regent seems to have lost his power and to have very little prospect
of regaining it. The influence England was suppased to possess in
Spain appears for a time at least, to be destroyed.

Col Daingerfield is now in Paris. He will leave in a few days for
hig post. ITis stay here has been prolonged by his waiting for my
return from London where the public interests detained me longer
than T had anticipated.

Touching the Colonization Contracts T will state:

The Red River Company scemed to be on the eve of commencing
efficient operations when I left London.

Mr Castro is absent from Paris making arrangements with refer-
enee to emigrants. There is reason to think he will find some obstacle
in the opposition of the French Government, to which he is not ac-
ceptable, .

Mr Bourgeois has not yet commenced operations.

I have the honor to be
Very respectfully
your most obedient servant
AsnBEL SMITH.

@ Glullbeau.



