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Hexperson To MoLE.s
Hexpersony To MoLE.?

HexpERSON TO SECRETARY OF STATE [IRion].e

Legation of Texas

Degpatch No. 4
Paris, November 12th, 1838
To the ITonorable

The SECRETARY OF STATE
Stz .
In Despatch No. 2, I informed you that I had proposed to this
Government to establish Commercial arrangements between it and
Texas, I also then informed you of the reason that induced me to
make that proposition, before the question of recognition was dis-
posed of. After making the proposition formally to the Kings
Government, I deemed it most prudent not to urge them to come to
a determination upon the same, still fearing that they might regard
such a course as indicative of my true expectations in regard to their
action upon the claims of Texas. I also believed that they were at
least determined to enter into the arrangement which T proposed,
and that they would only delay it for the purpose of inducing me to
remain in daily expectation of completing it, until they could hear
from their Agent whom T heretofore informed you they have sent to
Texas. If I were right in that conjecture at first, I suppose they
altered their determination with regard to the #ime of completing the -
arrangment I proposed, after T had fully assured Count Molé of my
determination to remain, until they shall have received that Agent’s
report. On the 5th. Instant I received from Count Molé a com-
munication in answer to my proposition of which the following is a
translated Copy.

St

T have the honor of announcing to you, that the Government of the
King, after an attentive examination of the proposal which was the
object of your letter of the 1st. of October, is disposed to agree to that
proposal on the following terms

“Until the mutual relations of France and Texas are regulated
in a complete and definitive manner, the Citizens, the vessels and the
Merchandize of the two Countries shall enjoy in every respect in each
of the Countries the treatment accorded, or which may eventually be

¢ November 7, 1838. See Henderson to Secrctary of State [Irlon], November 12, 1838,
bXNovember 12, 1838, See IIenderson to Secretary of State [Irion], November 12, 1838,
°L. 8.
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accorded to the most favored Nation, conformably moreover to the
Respective Usages.”

If the powers which you hold from your Government, authorize you
to subscribe Lo this stipulation, T will be obliged to you Sir, if you will
Iet me know, and express in its name, a formal and explicit adhesion
to it, in order that the Government of the King may be enabled to
give in consequence, the necessary information and advice to the
French Commerce.

Receive Sir the assurance of the very profound consideration with
which T have the honor to be

Your very humble and obedient Servant \
{(Signed) Morz.
Paris, November 2d. 1838

The terms proposed by the Kings (overnment for the regulation
of the intercourse between the two Nations, being perfectly reciproeal,
and as favorable to Texas as I could expect, T did not hesitate in
coming to the conclusion to agree to them. The powers which I hold
from my Government being plenary, and my instructions from the
former Executive of Texas upon this Subject, being definite: regard-
ing too the precedent cases, and considering them at least partial
authority in the present, and also considering that this commercial
arrangement does not amount in form to a T'reaty, and therefore not |
requiring the Sanction of the Senate to make it complete; I deter-
mined to exercise the full power vested in me by the late Executive, §
and give the complete and definite sanction of my Government to the
same, so as to give to it immediate effect here and in Texas, as you |
will see from the Count’s communication was the King’s desire. 1 ]
was also anxious to have the matter finally arranged, as soon as ;
possible, in order that it might be made known publicly in the United
States in time to influence the United States Bank in coming to a |
decision upon the subject of the Texian Bonds, which they had under §
consideration.® I therefore after a full consideration of all the circum-
stances addressed the following reply to the Count's communication: |

Paxris, November 7th. 1838 3
The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas has the honor 4
to acknowledged the Receipt of His Excellency Count Molés com- §
munication of the 2d. Instant, announcing to him that the King of §
the French has determined to enter into a commercial arrangment -§
with the (overnment of Texas in accordance with the proposition 1
of the Undersigned of the Ist. of October last, and proposing the 3
folowing terms
“En attendant que les relations mutuelles de la France et du
Texas soient réglées d'une manidre complette et définitive, les Cito- 4

% Bee Catlett to Trion, July 20, 1838, in Correspondence with the United States, in Part L
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yens, les Navires et les Marchandises de chacun des denx pays jouiront,
A tous égards, dans Uautre, du traitement accordé, ou qui pourra
dtre accordé par la suite & la Nation la plus favorisée, et conforme,
en outre, aux usages respectifs.”

The Undersigned being fully authorized and empowered by the
Government of Texas, to make and complete a commereial arrange-
ment with the Kings Government does hereby agree to, ratify, and
confirm, on the part of his Government, the terms as above set forth and
proposed by the King’s Government for regulating the Commereial
intercourse between France and Texas, until the same shall have been
more formally and definitely arranged between the two Nations.

The Undersigned begs leave to renew to his Txcellency Count
Molé, the assurance of his most distinguished consideration

(Signed) J. PivcunNEY HENDERSON,

His Excelleney Count MoLk

ete. ete. ele.

Had not so many weighty circumstances conecurred to induce me
to take the course I have in this matter, I would not have agreed that
the arrangment should go into effect, without first receiving the
sanction of the new Kxecutive. I the more readily coneluded to take
the course I have, because the terms of the arrangment arve as favor-
able to Texas as the President could desire, and such as I am con-
vinced will meet with his entire Sanction. You will see that the
arrangment is entirely based upon the National existence of Texas,
independent of her present position towards Mexico, or the consid-
eration that she has not yet been formally recognized by France as a
Nation, separate and independent of Mexico.

It is therefore much more advantageous than the arrangment
which I made with England. That arrangment is founded upon the
supposition that Texas is still a part of Mexico; and the British
Government have consented to shut their eyes to the true situation of
Texas, and allow her vessels to enter British Ports under the stipu-
lations of the Treaty between England and Mexico. In the above
communication from Count Molé, yon will see he speaks of Texas as
a Nation, and her authorities as a Government. T am fully persuaded
that the King will recognize Texas immediately upon the receipt of
the report of the Agent who has been sent to Texas, provided he
reports favorably of her situation, and provided also that they do
not previously settle their difficulty with Mexico.

I have just received from Mr. Jones the Texian Minister at Wash-
ington, o communication announcing to me, that he has under
instruetions from the President, formally withdrawn the application
of Texas for admission into the Union of the United States.s Imme-

e8ee Jones to Vail, Oectober 12, 1838, in Calendar of Correspondence with the United
Btates, In Part I.
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diately upon the receipt of that information which was rendered
official with me by a former communication from the Secretary of
State, and considering the influence it might have upon this Govern-
ment, when they came finally to pass upon the question of recogni-
tion, I communicated the fact to Count Molé as follows—

Parts, November 12, 1838

The Undersigned Agent of the Republic of Texas has the honor
to inform His Excelly. Count Molé, the Minister of Foreign affairs
ete., that he is instructed by his Government to make known to the
King’s Government that the application heretofore made to the
Government of the United States by Texas to be admitted into the
Union of the United States, has been formally and absolutely with-
drawn by the Texian Minister at Washington in pursuance of instrue-
tions from the Government of Texas. The Undersigned regurds it
as incumbent upon him, and gladly avails himself of this oppor-
tunity to explain to the Government of the King, the apparent incon-
sistency, that while Texas was applying to another Government to be
recognized as an Independent Nation, She was at the same time seek-
ing admission into the Union of the North American States. Soon
after the declaration of her Independence in 1836, the people of Texas
by a vote of great unanimity, resolved to make application to be an-
nexed to the United States. That resolution was entered into soon
after her separation from Mexico angl at a time when Texas regarded
her contest with Mexico as doubtful in its result. She was also aware,
that should the Government of the United States agree to reccive
her under their protection, the contest would be immediately ter-
minated, and her people become at once, a flourishing and rich
Community. Accordingly the Texian Minister at Washington under }
instructions from the President soon after the formation of the present .

. Government of Texas, made a formal application to the Government

of the United States to annex Texas to that Government as one of the

States of the Union. That proposition was rejected by the President |

of the United States in a few weelks after it was made, but not before
the people of Texas had at least become indifferent on the subject.
Events which oceurred in Texas and Mexico soon after the former
declared herself independent of the latter, Such as the defeat and
capture of the Mexican Army in Texas, together with Genl. Santa
Anna, the commander in chief and President of Mexico, the embar-
rassed situation of the Treasury of Mexico, the rapid increase in
the population of Texas, these combined with other causes, convinced
Texas, that she not only had every necessary element to form an
Independent Government, as well as the power to defend herself
against Mexico, but that she would become the invading power in
the event of a continuance of the war. '
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f  The people and Government of Texas, after fully considering the
F matter, saw the many disadvantages to which they would subject
b themselves by the proposed annexation to the United States;
b Amongst the greatest of these, was the protective Tariff laws of the
¥ United States, enacted exclusively for the benefit of the Northern
b States, and to protect their manufactories; and which have so long
[ oppressed the Southern Cotton growing States of that Country.
Knowing that as a Government separate and independent of the
E United States, they could invite every Nation of Europe to enter her
b Markets with their Goods upon equal terms, that they might pur-
chase of those who could supply them wpon the most favorable
| terms, and take in exchange the produce of their lands, they re-
joiced that the President of the United States had refused to treat
¥ with their Minister for their unnexation to that Government.

F When the President of the United States, by the Secretary of State
E of the United States informed the Minister of Texas of his deter-
E mination in that regard, the Government of Texas Considered that
E the proposition had becn finally disposed of. And so it rested, until
e the spring last past, when some of the Members of the Congress of
E the United States from the South, anxious (o have Texas annexed to
f the Union, in order to counter balance the power of the Northern
§ Tariff States, and give to the Southern States a majority of members
E in Congress, again bronght the question up by proposing a resolution
¢ to annex Texas to the United States. Upon being informed of that
f. fact, the Senate of Texag passed a resolution requesting the President
; to instruct their Minister at Washington to formally, finally and
b unconditionally withdraw the application for the annexation of
E  Texas to the United Stalese® which he did as above stated. Ilere-
after the relations between Texas and the United States w 111 be the
" gme as between other Nations of the Earth.

- The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Count
- Molé the assurance of his very high regard and most distinguished

b consideration

(Signed) J. Pinckney HeENDERSON
His Excellency Count Mor
ete. cte, ete.

I shall at an early day make the same known to the British Gov-
ernment through their Ambassador at this Court. .
I have the honor to be Your Most obedient
and very humble Servant
J. Piwerwey TleNnrrson

oThis must be a mistake, €f. ITrion to Hwuni, May 18, 1838, in Correspondence with
the Unlted States, in Part T,
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Hewnperson To Jongs.e

HeNDERSON To SECRETARY OF STATE [Tr1oN].?

Panrs Nov 23rd 1838
Dz Sir

Since my last despatch to you nothing of importance has trans
pired, T still await the report of the Agent whom France has sen
to Texas. I find that it will be necessary for me to have letters of
credence from Genl Lamar the present President of Texas, to the
Governments of Trance and England. T have letters from Genl
Houston to the King of France and Queen of England but inasmuch
as I shall not obtain leave to deliver them until after Genl Lamar is
maugnrated (if af oll) it will be necessary for me to have others from
the then President of T'exas as cuch is the custom in this Country,
It is also necessary that I should have a letter of credence to the
Queen of France and the Queen dowager of England,  And as T may
need the letters acerediting me to this Court in a couple of months I
must request you to forward them to me as soon as possible. Tha
letters which I have from Genl Houston are blank and only signed
by the President without being countersigned by the Seey of Stafe
and having attached thereto the Great seal of Texus as is necessary to
make them unobjectionalle

In attending to this matter you wili much oblige me by asking the
President to sign his name at the bottom of the first page of each
sheet of fine letter paper to which you will please attach the Great
seal of the Republic and countersign vour name

Please place the Great seal on with wafors as it will look naked!
without. T am thus particular because the blank letters forwarded
to me from Texas heretofore are deficient in every particular except;
the Presidents name. I request you to send them blank in order that
I may adopt the most approved form for the letters. The first page:
of a sheet of letter paper will be sufficiently large to contain a letter:
of the kind necessary. Tt will be necessary to have three for each:
Court viz One for the King (here) one for the Queen and one to)
forward to the Minister of Foreign affairs for his Inspection and;
approval before T can have leave to present the original to the kmgt
ete. ete.  The sume in England. You are doubtless aware that much
very much importance is attached to matters of form here and tha;
least deviation from the cstablished forms is fatal to any act. By:f

“November 12, 1838, See Calendar, #
bA LS, 9
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1239
having the letters sent as above I can avoid every possible difficulty.

Tam in great haste as T write thi i
g ste as ; this whilest 4 i 1
o dlose it etten ba ilest the American Consnl waits
Your Most Obdt
Humble servant

J Pinoxxey Hexpersow

Hexpersox 1o Jowes.e

Hexpersonx 10 Joxes?

" [ 2 T A] g
Hexpersox To Srorerary ov Srate [Beele

r
To The Honble SEcY or STaTE aRis Jan 26th 1859
S»

T have not .yet learned the names of the gentlemen who form Genl
Lamar's Cabinet and therefore know not to whom T ought to address
this letter. Kvery thing has been in confusion with this Government

for the last ten days the Ministers having resigned in consequence of
the vote of the Chamber of Deputie

¢ upon the various items in the
address of that body to the King censuring them for a bad administra-
tion of the Government particularly in regard to their intercourse
and connexions with Foreign Governments. The King has requested
Marshal Soult to form a new Cabinet with himself at its head but
to retain Count Molé. The Marshal it seems has refused to enter
into o coalition with any of the late Ministry unless they agree to
make certain concessions of their opinions which they hitherto have
refused to do. X hope that Molé will continue as Minister of Foreign
affairs because he i now pr

etly well acquainted with Texian affairs
and T think well dis
office at this time 1

her person come into that
fear it would greatly retard the business of my
quietly aw alting th t of the Agent which

£ his Government has cent to Texas. As soon as th .
f roceived that vep an immediate and

3 swer {o my 2 lication for the recogniuiol .
O ence of Y hor al vou have since your ingtalment into
office examined the soveral Despatche

posed and ghould anot
jecion. T am still e TepoT
b e ey shall have
¢ T will urge them to give me
o : ition of the Inde-
s. T hopeth
mndence of et ; ¢ which 1 addresse

d last Fall
to your predecessor S0 that the Tre
A

sident with your advice may
_ﬂﬂf_f_f_ A
( e Pecember B, 1838, Bee Colendar.
e

» December 28, 1838, 8

ce Calendar.
¢ AL T B
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f having the letters sent as above I can avoid every possible difficulty.
f Tam in great haste as T write this whilest the American Consul waits
{0 close his letter bag
Your Most Obdt
Humble servant
J Pinorxey HENDERSON

Hexpersow To JoxNes.®

1 Hexperson 10 JoNEs?

HexpERSOX TO SECRETARY OF STATE [Bre].c

Paris Jan 26th 1839
L To The Honble Sgoy or STaTE
- S1r
T have not yet learned the names of the gentlemen who form Genl
| Lamar’s Cabinet and therefore know not to whom T ought to address
§ this Ietter. Every thing has been in confusion with this Government
f for the last ten days the Ministers having resigned in consequence of
b the vote of the Chamber of Deputies upon the various items in the
p eddress of that body to the King censuring them for a bad administra.
| tion of the Government particularly in regard to their intercourse
y and connexions with I oreign Governments. The King has requested
I Marshal Soult o form a new Cabinet with himself at its head but
f to retain Count Molé, The Marshal it seems has refused to enter
F into a coalition with any of the late Ministry unless they agree to
E make certain concessions of their opinions which they hitherto have
L refused to do. T hope that Molé will continue as Minister of Foreign
affairs because he is now pretty well acquainted with Texian affairs
b and I think well disposed and should another person come into that
L office at this time I fear it would greatly retard the business of my
b Mission. T am still quietly awaiting the report of the Agent which
' this Government has sent to Texas. As soon as they shall have
- received that report I will urge them to give me an immediate and
 definite answer to my application for the recognition of the Inde-
pendence of Texas. T hope that you have since your instalment into
b office examined the several Despatches which T addressed last Fall
£ to your predecessor so that the President with your advice may

& December 5, 1838, See Calendar.
» Docember 28, 1838, Sce Calendar,
¢ A L8
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know how to cause me to be instructed in regard to the several mat-
ters therein alluded to. * * % o

My Despatches up to this date will T think pretty well acquaint
you with the situation of the business of this Legation.

I requested leave of Genl. Houston last summer to return to Texas
(leaving the business here and in London in charge of Mr McIntosh)
as saon as the two Governments shall have acknowledged the Inde-
pendence of Texas which leave T obtained throngh the Secy of State.
It is still my determination to act upon that leave unless Genl. Lamar
otherwise commands me and upon which subjeet I wish to hear from
you as soon as possible. * * *1

T suppose that the President will send a separate Minister to each
of the Courts of Paris and Y.ondon after they recognize Texas? In
that event Mr. McInutosh wishes to fill one or the other of the places.
He is well qualified and intimately acquainted with the business of
both Legations. I will however write to the President on this sub-
ject. I hope I shall be ready to leave for Texas about June next.

I have the honour to be
Your obt servant
Hexperson

HexpeErsox 1o LaMAR.®

Parts Feb 26th 1839
My Drar S ’

Having been confined to my bed for several weelks with inflama-
tion of my lungs and heing sitll confined from its effects I am now
barely able to pay my respects to you by writing a few words. Things
remain here as they were when I Iast had the honour of addressing
you.* I promised Count Molé as T heretofore informed you that I
would let matters rest until he reccived the report of the Agent which
he ordered to Texas and therefore I cannot urge recognition again
until that report reaches him. I very much wish that he had received
it before this time as I think now would be a most favourable moment
to act. I have lately alluded to the subject in general conversation §
with him hoping that he would relieve me from my bond by taking
up the subject himself but he seems to be determined to let it rest
until he can act npon cvidence furnished by that Agent. The Gov-
ernment is a good deal allarmed by a report which has reached here
that Mexico has issued letters of Marque ete. The King dissolved
the Chamber of Deputies lately—the election for another chamber
takes place in a few days when I hope the Ministerial party will sue-

2 For matter omitted see Calendar of Corrvespendence with Great Britain,
?The matter here omitted relates to [lenderson's salary.
°A, L. B
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ceed by a majority sufficiently large to enable them to act freely and
independently upon all questions. Should that be the case and should
their Agent make a report that will justify them in it T have no doubt
that the King will speedily recognize Texas. If the letters of Marque
which Mexico has issued are general in the powers they confer viz
to capture etc. «ll enemies vessels and goods, will not the commerce
of Texas suffer? T hope she may soon have vessels of her own suffi-
clent to protect her commerce.

I fear that England will not recognize Texas so long as Canada
continues to threaten to revolt. Lord Durham in his communication
lately to the Queens Government upon the subject of Canada and its
Government, the causes of the disturbance ete. ete. gives as one strong
reason why the rebellion took place in Canada the example of the
conquest made of Texas by the people of the South Western States
of the United States. Several other Noble Lords have taken the
same position in debating that question. I have always been - of
opinion and have so expressed it to Genl Houston that that question
would continue to and had greatly retarded the final action of the
British Government on the question of Texian Tndependence

1 mentioned to the Secy of State some time since that I wished
to return to Texas as soon as L ean accomplish the object of my
Mission T would dislike to return before that event I cannot think
however of remaining here as my health has suffered severely from
this and the winter climate of England. Mr McIntosh whom you
know is desirous of receiving the appointment to this or the Court
of St James after T leave. He is well qualified and well acquainted
with the state of business at both places. 1 have instructions or leave
from the former Executive to leave the business here and in England
in his charge after recognition in case I wish then to return upon
which T shall act unless I am otherwise instructed by Your Excel-
lency.*

* * * * *

* *
Your Most obedient
Servant ete. ete.
J PixcrNeEy HENDERSON
Genl M. B. Laxar
ete. ete.

Hexperson To BER?

Paris Feb £7th 1839
My Dear Sir

T am now slowly recovering from a very severe attack of inflama-
tion of the lungs and threatened hemorage an affliction which I have

¢ Phe matter here omitted relates to Henderson's salary.
pA, L 8
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heretofore suffered under. T am still confined to my room but hope
to be out in a few days

I cannot spend another winter here with safoty. My constitution
needs the more genial climate of Texas. I disliked to return without
accomplishing the object of my mission or T would not have spent
this winter here

I am rejoiced to see that Genl. Lamar has made choice of the
gentlemen you name in your communication of the 20th of December
for his Cabinet. Tt is the strongest guarantee of the success of his
administration and added to his own great merit cannot fail to
produce the most brilliant results for Texas. The only matter con-
nected with those appointments that I lament is the loss of Genl
Johnston to the Army. Iam glad to see that Genl Dunlap has become
one of us since I left Texas. 1 am most anxious to hear of the return
of the French agent from Texas to the U, S. as my tongue is now
tied by the promise T gave Count Molé viz to rest quiet until their
agent reported upon our situation ete. I am truly sorry that their
Minister at Washington did not cause him to set out for Texas at an
earlier day as his report might in that case have reached here
before this time which would have placed it in my power to urge
recognition at this time when the King and whole Nation are cer-
tainly much exasperated at the conduct of Mexico and which will be
not a little increased when it is certainly known that she has issued
letters of marque to Yanky and English Cruisers. This Govt. now
contemplate much difficulty from their Mexican relations and T think
will be well disposed to recognize Texas provided their agents report
will justify that step

I hope to be promptly informed by you of the return of that apent
to the U. 8. that I may know when to rosume my entreaties with
this Govt. I think that T have Count Molé so bound up by promise
that he will feel himself obliged to answer me yea or nay upon the
subject of recognition as soon as he receives that report. 1 have not
urged the question in any shape since T promised him to remain quiet
for that report; he cannot therefore refuse to perform his obligation
ete. ete. I have once or twice lately alluded to the matior by way of
giving him an opportunity of voluteering a more full and formal
communication on the subject provided recent events had so disposed
him; but he scems to be well determined to hear something more of
Texas from one of the Kings officers. The King you know has been
compelled lately to dissolve the chamber of Deputies and the elec-
tions for a new chamber take place in a few days, consequently the
present Ministry wish to delay action on all important questions
until after the elections fearing that they might prejudice their cause

* See Bee to Henderson, December 26, 1B38., This 18 probably the letter meant.



CORRESPONDENCE WITH FRANCE. 1243

which they under the present state of affairs seem confident in.
® % %o Tell friend Hunt that T will write him as soon as I feel -
myself able. T am now so nervous and weak from bleeding, blister-
ing, ete. ete. that T can scarcely hold my head up.
Truly Yours
J Pincexrey Hexbprrsow
Coln I3. E. Bee
ete. ete.

Hrexpersox To BrEr.?

Paris March 10th 1539

My Drar Sir

When T last wrote you I was ill with inflamation of my langs I
am still suflering under the same affliction somewhat modified in its
severity, I malke this communication in the shape of a private let-
ter inasmuch as I have no news of sufficient importance to communi-
cate in a formal despatch. You have been heretofore fully informed
in regard to my position here—That I eannot move until the Agent
of France who has been sent to Texas makes his report. I feel well
assured however that the present Government of France (The Molé
Ministry) is prepared to recognize Texas provided that Agent makes
a just report.  The King too fully understands the question and is
individually favourable to recognition provided fuets will warrant
that measure. Genl. Cass the United States Minister called on me
a few days since and informed me that he had on the day previous
held a conversation with the King upon the subject of Texian affairs
and my position here and that his Majesty informed him that his
Agent had gone to Texas for the purpose of looking into and re-
porling her situation ote, ete. and that he expected his Minister of
State would soon hear from him-—that matters of such importance
ag the recognition of a newly formed Government required much
investigation and serious deliberation which always caused con-
siderable delay, but that he was prepared in mind to make such a dis-
position of the question as might seem just and proper to his Min-
isters after being fully informed by their own officer now in Texas,
Genl. C- held that conversation with the King in compliance with a
request by myself some wecks sinee T requested him to do so because
T knew that the King and his Ministers would ecommunicate more
freely with him as the Representative of the U. 8. which has already
recognized Texas than with myself or any other person. Genl. (-
was convinced from all that passed that the King is favourably
disposed towards Texas

¢ The malter here omitted relates to Henderson's salary.
PA L. 8.
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You will have learned ere this that the King dissolved the Chamber
of Deputies some weeks since and ordered a new election to be held
which took place on the 2nd and 3rd [inst] and resulted in a defeat
of the present Ministry by a majority (variously estimated at from
20 to 30) of opposition eandidates being returned :

I lament the change which must inevitably take place in the Cabi-
net soon after if not previous to the meeting of the Chamber which
takes place on the 26th. Instant. T regret it not because T suppose
the new Ministry will be opposed to the recoguition of Texian Inde-
pendence but because I shall in all probability be compelled to travel
over the whole ground over which I have heretofore so slowly passed
to bring the question before the Molé Ministry as it now stands.
The question may be entirely novel to the persons who will succeed
the present Cabinet and unless they speedily bring it before the King
who now fully understands the malter I ghall yet probably mect
with considerable delay T still hope however that their Agents re-
port will arrive by the next Steam Packet from New York and that
the present Ministry may dispose of the question before they retire.
That Packet is now expected daily in England by which letters ete.
are brought for all parts of Europe. Should T have any reason to
believe that that report has reached this Govt. by that source I will
not fail to urge a decision of the question immediately. I will again
urge the British Government to give me a desisive answer upon the
subject as soon as France shall have disposed finally of the question.

* * * * E & *a

1 am still very weak and nervous
Your obt Servant
J PivcrNgy HeNprrsow

P. 8. Since writing this letter I learn that the Molé Ministry have
restgned and that Marshal Soult has had an audience of the King and
agreed to form a new ministry this morning, 12th March,

ANDUZE To LAMAR.?

Houston April 18¢h 1839.
Mz. PrEsmENT.

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that T have been seat
to you, by Admiral Baudin Plenipotentiary of France and com-
mander of the Naval forces of that Nation, in the Gulf of Mexico, to
enter into an explanation upon some propositions, which were made

@ Part of the matter here omltted refers to Henderson's salary ; for the remainder ses
Report House Committee on Foreign Relations, 4th Tex. Cong., p. 82,
® See Records of Department of State (Texas), Book 41, p. 188,
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to the Admiral by the French Consul at New Orleans, and repre-
sented to be the official, though informal, expression of yourself in
the impending contest between France and Mexico.

You will perceive, Mr President, by the letter of the Admiral,
which T have had the honor to deliver to your Excellency,® that I am
authorized to enquire into that matter. With every disposition of
the Admiral to meet the Government of Texas in an agreement,
which shall be mutually beneficial and satisfactory, permit me there-
fore to ask.

First, What would be the nature of the co-operation of Texas in
the event of a new war between France and Mexico?

Second, What would be the extent of your demands, in money, war
ammunitions, means of transportation, ete.?

Third, What would be the guarantees offered for the reimburs-
ment of the advances thus made?

As the propositions which were represented to be made by you,
were not sufficiently specified, I beg of you Mr President, to state the
propositions, which you would be willing to make, on the eventuality
of a néw quarrel between France and Mexico.

Though thiz Mission of mine, Mr President does not proceed di-
rectly from the French Government, as the propositions will, T hope,
be mutnally advantageous, both to you and to France, The Admiral
Baudine will feel it his duty to obtain the approbation and sanction
of his (overnment.

I have the honor to be, Mr President, with sentiments of the
highest consideration and respect, of Your Excellency

the most Obdt and humble Servt
The Abbé M. B, Anpuze
To his Excellency '
M. B. LaMar
President of the Republic of Tewxas.

Weee 10 BAUDIN.?

WEBB To ANDUZE.®

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
_ Houston 25th April °39
The Abbé AnnuzE,
Sr, His Excellency the President has had under consideration
the enquiries propounded by you, in your favor of the 18th inst. and

# No copy of this letter has been found in the archivea,
b April 25, 1839. See Webb to Anduze, Aprll 24§, 1839,
¢ §ee Reeords of Department of State (Texas), Book 38, pp. 118-119,
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after mature deliberation, is of the opinion that no specific answer
can be given to them at this time. The reasons which have induced
his Iixcellency to come to this conclusion, you will find detailed in the
enclosed communication to Admiral Baudin, which you will be so
kind as to hand to him on his arrival in this country.

His Kxcellency the Dresident directs me to express to you the
satisfaction which your visit has afforded him, and to assure you of
the great desire he entertains to form such amicable relations with
France as he believes might be made inutually advantageous,

Wishing you individually much happiness, T have the honor to
be with great respect, Your Most Obedient Servant,

Jaurs Wess.

DrpartyexT or STaTE.
Houston 25th Apl 1839,
Sig,

His Excellency the President has received with feelings of the
liveliest interest the communication yon did him the honor to forward
by the Abbé Anduze, who has most satisfactorily cxplained the
Object of his visit, and he directs me to say that he fully appreciates
the great advantages which would result to this eountry, in any con-
test, by an alliance with the gallant people of France.

He also directs me to say that the communication which was made
to you by the French Consul in New Orleans was not authorized by
him but the spirit which dictated that communication accorded with
the feelings of this Government nt the time. Iivents however, have
since transpired, which have materially changed the situation of
affairs. France acting on prineiples of enlightened generosity has
given peace to Mexico; and Texas, animated by o sincere desire of
adjusting her difference, has been énduced to send a messenger with
the offer of peace to that Nation. It will soon be seen whether the
generosity of Irance and the overtures of Texas, will be alike
disregarded.

When Mexico shall violate her engagements with France, and
refuse peace to Texus, the active and zealous Co-operation of this
Republic will be given to chastise her. Judging of the future by the
past, His Excellency the President is not sanguine in his expoctations,
that the desire for an amicable adjustment of differences felt by this
jovernment, will be met by a corresponding spirit on the part of
Mexico, and in that event, altho much to be deplored, Texas will carry
the War home to Mexico, and at the point of the Sword force her to
the just observance of our rights.

In the existing state of affairs His Excellency the President can-
not give a specific answer to the interrogatories propounded Ly the
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Abbe Anduze. When France and Texas shall both find it necessary
to make war upon Mexico, this Government will enter upon it with
a firm determination to prosecute it with the utmost vigor,—to give
no rest to Mexico until she shall be willing to sue for it by proposing
an honorable and advantageous peace. Texas will then be proud to
wmite with France, and will bring into the field at the shortest notice,
twenty thousand soldiers and more if required; but Franece would
be expected to advance, the money necessary to a successful prose-
cution of the war, and for the pecuniary responsibilities incurred by
Texas she will give such guarantees as will be satisfactory to France

His Excellency the President directs me to welcome you to Texas,
and to ask a personal interview with you at Iouston, where he will
unresecvedly communicate the opinions he entertains respecting the
sitnation of the affairs of this Country with Mexico. At the same
time he will have much pleasure in making known to you the great
desive which is felt by the people of this Republic, to form lasting
relations of friendship with Krance.

I have the honor to be with great consideration Your Most obdt.
Servt

Jasvrs Wens, Secty of State
of the Republic of Texas.
To Admiral Bacpw
Commander of the French Naval forces in the
Gulf of Mexico,

HEexpERSON TO WEBB.®

(Despatch Informal)
Lrcarion or TExas
Paris April 28th 1839.
To the Honl
The SECRETARY OF STATE.
Sir,

A few days since T addressed a letter to the President requesting
leave to return to Texas. Regarding it as more proper to make
known my wish in that regard through that Department of the Gov-
crnment with which T can alone formally communicate, I have
deemed it necessary to address you this, in the shape of an informal
despatch. T therefore beg that you will acquaint the President of my
wish to deliver up my authority as Minister to the Government of
France and England into the hands of such person or persons as
e may name and authorize to reccive the same about the first of

~ Sept next. I name that time for two reasons, first, because I hope

a 8ee Records of Deparfment of State (Texas), Book 47, pp. 196,
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to have.ere then obtained definite answers from the Governments of
France and Great Britain upon the subject of the Recognition of
Texas, and secondly that I may have time to travel South before
the cold weather again sets in. My health suffered so seriously last
winter from the inclemency of this climate that 1 cannot with safety
remain here another winter, In addition my private business from
which my attention has been almost entirely directed for [almost]
three years demands my attention.

According to the custom, of this and the Court of St James it is
necessary for a Minister upon his returning to deliver to the Sover-
eign the letter (or a duplicate copy of the same) reealling him.
That shou'd in this case be from the hand of the President under
the great seal cte. T hope you will forward such for me, for this
and the Court of London for my use in the event of Recognition
before I leave. They can be forwarded by my successor and may be
in blank with the Presidents name at the bottomn of the first sheet
or rather the first page of Letter paper, sealed cte.  In that way they
may be used by myself or successor in the event that Texas shall
not be recognized before I leave. You are doubtless informed that
great importance Is attached to all such formalities in Europe and
they ave nevcer departed from even in favor of the simplicity of Re-
publican diplomatists.

I learned a few days since that the agent sent by this Government
to Texas arrived at Galveston in February last, I hope that his
report will soon arrive here. The Duke of Montabello the Minister
of Foreign Affairs ad interim, informed me a few days since that he
expected to hear from him in the course of a few weeks, Marshall
Soult has not yet succeeded in forming a new Ministry from the
discordant materials which compose the combination that voted down
the Molé Ministry nor do I belicve that he will be able to form a
Ministry under his present instructions, certainly such a Ministry
could not remain in office three weeks. The combination must
necessarily include men of both extremes—Republicans and Abso-
lutionists. Tt does seem to me that the Molé party which occupy
the contre as do the Whigs in England is the only one-that can sue-
ceed finally.

T suggested in my last to the President the necessity of blockading
Vera Cruz and such other of the Mexican Ports as may be within the
province of our Navy as soon as it is afloat and manned. 1 feel
well assured that that course would do more to settle the war with
Mexico than any other which Texas could adopt. England would
feel herself bound to interfere immediately and bring about a com-
promise between Texas and Mexico which of course would be upon
the basis of the absolute recognition of Texas by Mexico and Eng-
land too. That course she would be compelled to take in order to
preserve the Millions which her citizens have invested in Mines and
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trade in and to Mexico. Her course in the late contest between
France and Mexico is sufficient to prove this fact. The whole in-
fluence of the Capitalists in England has herctofore been against
Texas. They have owing to them by the Government of Mexico
sbout forty Millions of dollars. Mexican Bonds now sell in London
at a discount of 94 fo 95 per cent.

Some of the friends of Texas here have heen of late somewhat
alarmed by the vecent report which reached them through the U.
States papers, that Texas was about entering into a compact with
Urrea as the Ieader of the federal party in Mexico to furnish men
ete. ofe. in consideration that he would recognize Texas cte. I have
hegged them not to be alarmed in regard to that matter,—that I
could assure them that I believed Texas had not and would not
form a political or belligerent connexion with any Mexican party.

I will officially inform you at the earliest day possible of my
proceedings with this Government after.their Agents Report shall
have been received by them.

I have the honer to be
Your Most Obedient Servt.
J. PixncENEY HeNDERSON,

To the Honl

Jupee Wess.

Hexprrson 10 WEBB.®

Paris Apl. 28th 38.
Dear Sir
Tjust * * * forwarding to you the inclosed * * % in the
form and manner informally ?
My excuse is that 1 have just received a note from the American

4 ~ Consul (in whose official letter bag T send all my letters to Ameriea

for greater safety) requesting me to forward to his office such pack-
ages as I desire to send in an hour; as the Mail to Havre by a late
arrangement of the Post Office leaves tonight instead of tomorrow
morning. Therefore the Secy of Legation has not time to copy in a
more neat manner the communication. * * ¥e
Your Most Obedient and
Very Humble Servant
J Pinceney HexprrsoN
To The Tonbl, '
Jupce Wesn
Secy of State

¢ A. L, 8.7 Incloged with the “ Dispatch Informal” of the same date.
3 Where the omlssions arc indieated in this sentence the manugcript is illegible.
¢ Here 1s omitted some matter of a private nature.



