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Independence Resolutions & Consultations-Index

Bustamente's Decree of 1830

Art. 3....central government commissioners shall supervise the introduction of new colonists...
Art. 9. The introduction of foreigners across the northern frontier is prohibited under any pretext...
Art. 10. ...the government...shall most strictly prevent the further introduction of slaves.

Turtle Bayou Resolutions 1832

Resolved: ...as freemen devoted to a correct interpretation and enforcement of the constitution and
laws [of 1824]...we pledge our lives and fortunes in support...

Bustamente's Decree, 6 April 1830. In 1828, General Manuel Mier y Terdn was commissioned
by President Guadalupe Victoria as early as 1827 to help in negotiating the boundary between the
Republic of Mexico and the United States of the north and determine the situation in the colonies in more
detail after the Fredonian Rebellion. He was the head of a scientific commission spending most of the

time in Nacogdoches in 1828 gathering data for a boundary survey. Teran described the condition in
Texas to President Victoria:

"The whole population here is a mixture of strange and incoherent parts without parallel in our
federation; numerous tribes of Indians, now at peace, but armed and at any moment ready for war,
whose steps toward civilization should be taken under the close supervision of a strong and intelligent
government; colonists of another people, more aggressive and better informed than the Mexican
inhabitants, but also more shrewd and unruly; among these foreigners are fugitives from justice, honest
laborers, vagabonds and criminals, but honorable and dishonorable alike travel with their political
constitution in their pockets, demanding the privileges, authority, and officers which such a constitution
guarantees. Added to this motley mixture were the slaves beginning to learn the favorable intent of the
Mexican law toward their unfortunate condition and held with an iron hand to keep them in a state of
subjection. The Mexican natives were poor and ignorant, and the local civil officers venal and corrupt;
and the colonists, imagining that they were typical, despised all Mexicans. The incoming stream of new
settlers was unceasing; and the first news of them came by discovering them on land which they had
already long occupied; the old inhabitants would then set up a claim of doubtful validity, a law suit
would ensue, and the alcalde had a chance to come out with some money."

In 1829 when he became Commandant of the Eastern Interior Provinces with Texas in his jurisdiction in
response to agitation in the United States for purchase of Texas, he denounced such methods in the
following to the minister of war:

"Instead of armies, battles, or invasions, which make a great noise and for the most part are
unsuccessful, these men lay hands on means which, if considered one by one, would be rejected as slow,
ineffective, and at times palpably absurd. They begin by assuming rights, as in Texas, which it is
impossible to sustain in a serious discussion, making ridiculous pretensions based on historical
incidents which no one admits-—such as the voyage of La Salle, which was an absurd fiasco, but serves
as a basis for their claim to Texas. Such extravagant claims as these are now being presented for the
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first time to the public by dissembling writers. The efforts that others make to submit proofs and reasons
are by these men employed in reiterations and in enlarging upon matters of administration in order to
attract the attention of their fellow countrymen, not 1o the justice of the claim, but to the profit to be
gained from admitting it. At this stage it is alleged that there is a national demand for the step which the
government meditates. In the meantime, the territory against which these machinations are directed, and
which has usually remained unsettled, begins to be visited by adventurers and empresarios; some of
these take up their residence in the country, pretending that their location has no bearing upon the
question of their government's claim or the boundary disputes; shortly, some of these forerunners
develop an interest which complicates the political administration of the coveted territory; complaints,
even threats, begin to be heard, working on the loyalty of the legitimate settlers, discrediting the
efficiency of the existing authority and administration; and the matter having arrived at this
stage-—which is precisely that of Texas at this moment--diplomatic manoeuvers begin."”

From his position in fall 1829 as Commanding General of the Eastern Interior Provinces which included
Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon and Coahuila y Texas, his opinions had considerable influence in Mexico City.

Author Alliene Howien summarized Teran’s recommendations for action in the Southwestern Historical
Quarterly in 1913 as:

(1) The removal to the Nueces River of several companies of troops now on the Rio Grande;

(2) The establishment of a permanent garrison at the main crossing of the Brazos River, that there might
be an intermediate force in the unsettled region, separating Nacogdoches and Bexar;

(3) The reinforcements of existing garrisons by troops of infantry properly belonging to them;

(4) The occupation and fortification of some point above Galveston Bay, and another at the mouth of the
Brazos River, for the purpose of controlling the colonies;

(5) The organization of a mobile force, equipped for sudden and rapid marches to a threatened point
and;

(6) The establishment of communication by sea, such being more prompt and less expensive than by
land.

The political ways and means recommended by Teran were summarized by author Howien as:
(1) settlements of convicts in Texas;

(2) encouragement of immigration of Mexican families to Texas;

(3) encouragement of Swiss and Germans to Texas;

(4) encouragement of coast-wise trade;

(5) free importation of frame hpuses into Texas;

(6) appropriation of the portion of the customs receipts shared by the maritime States to the support of
the troops destined for Texas;
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Exhibit 34, Page 3
(7) free importation into Texas of food supplies for the troops;

(8) alteration of Austin's contract to give the government control of the coast leagues;

(9) establishment of new Mexican settlements, and the support of the same for a time, at government
expense;

(10) the creation of a loan fund for voluntary colonization of Mexican families and;
(11) special awards or bounties to successful agriculturists among Mexican colonists.

The suggestions by Teran found enthusiastically receptive ears in the form of ursurper Anastacio
Bustamente who had just seized control of the government of the Mexican Republic as President. His
minister, Lucas Alaman, became an aggressive proponent of legal codification of Teran’s views. On 6
Apr 1830, the following laws were passed by the Congress. Tronically, the laws pushed through by
Alaman contained articles 3, 9 and 10 which created a commission to inspect the colonies, enforce slavery
laws and prohibit immigration from the United States (highlighted below). These principles were not
among Teran’s recommendations and are thought to have been the articles in the act that were most

objectionable to Texian colonists and precipitated eventual separation of Texas from the Mexican
Republic:

Articles of the Bustamente Decree of April 1830

Article 1. Cotton goods excluded in the law of May 22, 1829, may be introduced through the ports of
the Republic until January 1. 1831 and through the ports of the South Sea until June 30, 1831.

Article 2. The duties received on the above-mentioned goods shall be used to maintain the integrity of
the Mexican territory to form a reserve fund against the event of Spanish invasion, and to promote the
developments of national industries in the branch of cotton manufacturers.

Article 3. The government is authorized to name one or more commissioners who shall visit the
colonies of the frontier states and contract with the legislatures of said states for the purchase, in
behalf of the Federal government, of lands deemed suitable for the establishment of colonies of
Mexicans and other nationalities; and the said commissioners shall make, with the existing colonies,
whatever arrangements seem expedient for the security of the republic. The said commissioners
shall supervise the introduction of new colonists and the fulfilling of their contract for settlement,
and shall ascertain to what extent the existing contracts have been completed.

Article 4. The chief executive is authorized to take such lands as are deemed suitable for fortification
or arsenals and for the new Colonies, indemnifying the States for same, in proportion to their assessment
due the Federal government.

Article 5. The government is authorized to transport the convict soldiers destined for Vera Cruz and
other points to the colonies, there to establish them as is deemed fit; the government will furnish free
transportation to the families of the soldiers, should they desire to go.

Article 6. The convict soldiers shall he employed in constructing the fortifications, public works and
roads which the commissioners may deem necessary, and when the time of their imprisonment is
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terminated, if they should desire to remain as colonists, they shall be given lands and agricultural
implements, and their provisions shall be continued through the first year of their colonization.

Article 7. Mexican families who voluntarily express a desire to become colonists will be furnished
transportation, maintained for one year, and assigned the best of agricultural lands.

Article 8. All the individuals above mentioned shall be subject to both the Federal and State
colonization laws.

Article 9. The introduction of foreigners across the northern frontier is prohibited under any
pretext whatsoever, unless the said foreigners are provided with a passport issued by the agent of the
republic at the point whence the said foreigners set out.

Article 10. No change shall be made with respect to the slaves now in the states, but the Federal
government and the government of each state shall most strictly enforce the colonization laws, and
prevent the further introduction of slaves.

Article 11. In accordance with the right reserved by the general congress in the seventh article of the
law of, August 18, 1824, it is prohibited that emigrants, from nations bordering on this republic shall
settle in the states or territory adjacent to their own nation. Consequently, all contracts not already
completed and not in harmony with this law are suspended.

Article 12. Coastwise trade shall be free to all foreigners for the term of four years, with the object of
turning colonial trade to ports of Matamoras, Tampico and Vera Cruz. ‘

Article 13. Frame houses and all classes of foreign food products may be introduced through the ports
of Galveston and Matamoros, free of duty for a period of two years.

Article 14. The government is authorized to expend five hundred thousand dollars (pesos) in the
construction of fortifications and settlements on the frontier; in the transportation of the convict-soldiers
and Mexican families of same, and their maintenance for one year, on agricultural implements---on
expenses of the commissioners or transportation of troops; on premises to such farmers among the
colonists as may distinguish themselves in agriculture, and on all the other expedients conducive to
progress and security, as set forth in the foregoing articles.

Article 15. To obtain at once one-half of the above sum, the government is authorized to negotiate a
loan on the custom proceeds which will be derived from the ordinary classes of cotton goods. Said loan
to pay a. premium of three per cent monthly, payable at the expiration of the periods fixed in the tariff
schedule.

Article 16. One-twentieth of the said customs receipts shall be listed in the promotion of cotton
manufactures, such as in the purchase of machines and looms, small sums being set aside for the
installing of the machinery, and any other purpose that the government shall deem necessary; the
government shall apportion these funds to the states having this form of industry. The said funds shall be
tinder the control of the minister of relations for the purpose of promoting industries of such importance.

Article 17. Also three hundred thousand dollars (pesos) of the above-mentioned customs receipts shall
be set aside as a reserve fund on deposit in the treasury, tinder the strict responsibility of the
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government, which shall have power to use same only in ease of Spanish invasion.

Article 18. The government shall regulate the establishment of the new colonies, and shall present to
congress, within a year, a record of the emigrants and immigrants established under the law, with an
estimate of the increase of population on the frontier.

Anastacio Bustamente was born 27 Jul 1780 in Jiquilpam,
Michoacan, the son of Jose Ruiz and Francisca Oseguera
Bustamente and educated in a seminary in Guadalajara, studied
medicine in Mexico City and practiced it in San Luis Potosi. He had
been a family physician of Commander of San Louis Potosi Felix
Maria Calleja del Rey and on the arrival of Viceroy Iturrigaray,
received a commission in the militia comprised of wealthy crillo
families. He is described by Hanighen in Santa Anna: Napoleon of
the West as "one of the most distinguished chameleons of Mexican
politics” rivaling his arch-enemy and sometimes political bedfellow
Santa Anna. As an established physician at age 30, he fought in the
royal forces of Gen. Calleja against insurgents Hidalgo, Allende,
Aldama dn Abasolo. He was a subaltern who was commended at
the Battle of Calderon which spelled Hidalgo's end. As a Colonel, he
and his supporters declared support of the Plan of Iguala and served under Emperor Agustine Iturbide as
a Republican who appointed him Commander in Chief of Cavalry and then Captain General of the
Provincias Internas. He is credited with ordering the removal of the severed heads of Hidalgo and
comrades from display at the Alhondiga at Guanajuato and buried them with proper rites of the church.
After Tturbide's demise, he allied with the Federalists and retained his appointments under President
Guadalupe Victoria. He was subsequently back and forth a Centralist and a Federalist and ally of the
Yorkino faction of Masons. He was vice-president under staunch Federalist Republican President Vicente
Ramon Guerrero in 1829. In the crisis precipitated by the Spanish invasion and essentially dictatorial
powers granted Guerrero together with Santa Anna's rebellion and Plan of Jalapa, Congress declared
Guerrero incompetent rather than reversing the election so that Bustamente as vice-president was able to
"legally" gain the Presidency. By treachery and hirelings, Bustamente was able to capture and execute
Guerrero in 1831 who had for a time retired to private life in the mountains, but reactivated
anti-government activities in the south with Juan Alvarez.

In 1822 Bustamente was a supporter of the colonization schemes proposed by Stephen F. Austin through
the empresario system. Despite the Bustamente Decree of 1830 which was potentially injurious to
immigration and economic development of the state, Austin in a letter of Jul 1831 commenting on the
impending third constitutional election stated "present vice-president Genl. Bustamente have befriended
me and protected my colony in many instances....there is no doubt of his being a very amiable man in his
private character..." During Bustamente's regime, the executive powers and militarism of the Mexican
government increased at a rapid pace under Minister Alaméan. Freedom of the press was abolished and
reprisals increased. Local anti-government resistance concurrently increased and was continuous in which
numerous patriots of independence and Republican Constitutional government were executed including
Juan N. Rosains and Francisco Victoria, brother of first Presdent Guadalupe Victoria. Bustamente
resigned in the face of rising opposition and the revolt in Zacatecas led by lawyer Gomez Farias and the
rise of Santa Anna under the Federalist Republican banner touting the Constitution of 1824. He was
exiled by Santa Anna, but returned from exile to become twice President in the period 1837-1841 and
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retired in San Miguel de Allende where he died in 1853.

Upon enactment of the Bustamente Decree, it was Col. Teran's duty
o carry out the provisions. He stationed Col. Jose de las Piedras at
Nacogdoches with 350 men, Col. John (Juan) Davis Bradburn at
Anahuac where he built a fort and customs house with 150 men, Col.
Domingo de Ugartechea at Velasco where he built a fort, Béxareno
Lt. Col. EFrancisco Ruiz (left) at Tenoxtitlan on the Brazos River
(current Burleson County) who built and staffed a fort, Col. Peter
(Pedro) Ellis Bean (right) who occupied Ft. Teran on the Neches
River. Capt. Enrique Villareal was placed at Lipantitlan on the Nueces River and Rafael Chovell, former
member of the boundary expedition, at the garrison on the Lavaca River on the coast. In essence, the
strategy was to encircle the main settlements of Anglo colonization and control immigration and
contraband trade. Teran's dream was that the series of military settlements and forts would serve as foci
for subsidized native born Mexican and European immigrants, a system not unlike the earlier
presidio-villa system in New Spain, but without the church's involvement. Like their Spanish
predecessors, the government failed to adequately support both the military and the attempts at
colonization of Texas by native-born Mexicans and Europeans. Except for some families arriving in the
Irish McGloin-McMullen and Power-Hewetson ventures, no substantial number of new citizens arrived
from the proposed pools of immigrants: native Mexicans, Europeans or Mexican convicts and
undesirables by mandate. Far sighted Stephen F. Austin and numerous native Tejanos predicted the
Bustamente laws of 1830 would only select against the colonists from the United States of the north
wishing to immigrate to and build Texas as Mexican citizens and select for illegal immigrants of rootless
adventurers and exploiters of the new land. This was in addition to causing rebellion and resistance
among the existent colonists who had thrown their lot with the Republic of Mexico.

Opinion-Failure of the Bustamente Decree and the Presidial System by W.L. McKeehan

Argument against the Law of April 6, 1830
By Stephen F. Austin

The exact date of this appeal by Austin to Mexican authorities is uncertain, but thought to be written
during the summer of 1833 in Mexico when he was petitioning for the repeal of the immigration
articles of the Bustamente Decree.

At the period of Mexican independence in 1821, Texas was uninhabited by a civilized population, except
the towns of Bexar and Goliad. It was infested by numerous bands of hostile Indians who sallied forth at
pleasure to rob and desolate the settlements on the Rio Bravo, extending their depredations into the
mountains to the neighborhood of Monclova and Monterey, and along the coast of Tamaulipas. The
system of frontier defence used by the Spanish government of establishing military posts or presidios,
was never an effectual barrier, for when those posts were in their best state of armament, the most that
was done was to protect the immediate vicinity without being able to cover the whole country, or
prevent the Indians from harassing the frontier settlements, and committing robberies on the public
roads. The natural consequence was, that the civilized settlements were limited to the garrisoned towns.
A few scanty villages were thus sustained like isolated specks in the midst of a wilderness at an
enormous expense to the government and a great waste of men and money. A country thus situated
could evidently yield no revenue in return for the millions expended in its defence; it could not advance
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much in population or improvement, nor add anything to the physical force of the nation, but on the
contrary, weakened it. It may therefore be said with truth, that under the old system of presidial defence,
the whole of that part of the Mexican territory situated north and east of a line from near Soto la Marina
on the Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of California was an expense and a dead weight to the government.
The experience of years had already convinced the Spanish authorities of the internal provinces, of the
absolute inefficacy of the old system of frontier defence, and that the only effectual and permanent
barrier was population, the settlement of the frontier by a hardy and enterprising race of people before
whom the savages would retire, or become submissive. The result of this new opinion was a total change
of the ruinous restrictive system which had for centuries locked up the whole of the Spanish possessions
from the rest of the world. The first step that was taken towards the new system of frontier defence was
the grant to Moses Austin on the 17 January, 1821, to settle a colony of North Americans in the
wilderness of Texas.

During that year, 1821, the independence was achieved, and the lights of liberal and republican principles
shed their benign influence over the whole country. One of the first acts of the new government was to
open the door to the emigration of foreigners, the colonization laws were enacted, and emigrants were
expressly and earnestly invited to enter. Under the faith and operation of those laws the settlement of
Texas was commenced, and its wilderness was rapidly changing its uninhabited state and wild aspect,
and yielding to the progress of civilized population, led on by enterprise and perseverance. The
emigrants to Texas, it is well known, have never received any succors from the government-no garrisons
were sent to protect them during their infancy from the hostile Indians who then fill every part of the
country. They have never cost the government a cent-all they have ever received was permission to
settle in the country, and a title for the lands they redeemed from the wilderness lands that were then
valueless to Mexico or to civilized man. Left to their own resources and daring enterprise, they have
conquer a wilderness, and made known to Mexico and to the world the true value, and developed the
resources, of a large portion of the Mexican territory which was before hid in obscurity. They have also
greatly contributed to the new system of frontier defense by means of population and fully tested its
efficacy, for the savages have retired befor them, as they will continue to do, if the same system is
pursued, until they are reduced to full subjection or settled in villages as agriculturists. It is certainly a
natural and very rational inquiry: What inducements, what incentives, what hopes, could have operated
so power fully upon the minds of the emigrants to Texas, as to have give them fortitude to brave the
dangers of savage foes, to despise the hardships and privations of the wilderness, to support them
through trials and privations at which the stoutest hearts shrink, the cry of their little children even for
bread, the well-founded fears an despondency of their wives, surrounded as they were the first year of
the settlement, by Indians, famine, and sickness and by the dark gloom of moments when even hope
almost recoiled from the future What impulse of freedom and deeply imbedded hope bore them u and
carried them through such difficulties? Was it the bare expectation of getting a piece of land in a wild
wilderness and there living on the mere products of their manual labor, and degenerating into the habits
of wild Indians? No-common sense, and the characters an former habits of those settlers, unite in saying-
NO. But on the contrary the great and nerving hope that bore them onward, was t redeem this country
from the wilderness, and convert it into the abode of civilization, of abundance and happiness, and by
that means to repay themselves, their wives and children for the hardships and sufferings of their early
settlement, and also to repay the government more than thousand fold for the privilige of settling in
Texas, and of making wild lands valuable, that before were valueless.

On what grounds was such a hope as this founded? It was founded on the colonization laws, on the
general, liberal and broad invitation given in those laws to the whole world to come and settle in Texas,
on the faith of the government that such an invitation would not be thus given merely to draw a few
unsuspicious emigrants to this wilderness and then to close the door and shut them out forever from

7 of 10 9/15/98 7:47 P



AAGEREEE MY Ao T

their friends and relations, and in fact from the balance of the civilized world, when years of struggling
through difficulties had jus begun to realize their hopes. Could the first emigrants have suppose that they
would have been deprived of the privilege of settling by their sides a son or daughter, an aged father or
widowed mother, a brother or sister, an old and affectionate friend or neighbor of other days and of
other countries, because they did not emigrate on this or on that particular day? Could they have
supposed that the general invitations of the colonization laws were mere time serving and temporary ‘
expedients which were to be changed without any apparent reason and without any violation of duty on
the part of the first emigrants; is it reasonable to suppose that they would have labored as they have
done, suffered what they have suffered, to bring forward this country, and give value character, and
credit to it? No-they built their hopes on the permanency of the colonizing system, on the faith of the
government pledged in their colonization laws, on the broad basis of philanthropy and republican
freedom which they supposed had been adopted as the foundation on which the social institutions of
Mexico were erected. Those hopes were certainly not entertained without a sufficient cause, and neither
are they now destroyed notwithstanding the restrictions which are imposed by the Law of 6 April, 1830,
which totally interdicts the emigration of North Americans, for it is confidently believed that those
restrictions grew out of peculiar circumstances, party excitements and hasty jealousies which no longer
exist.

It seems to have been received as a correct opinion that the inhabitants of Texas wished to separate from
Mexico and unite with the United States of the North. It seems that the virulence of party feelings even
went so far as to suspect that a friendly and republican government whose territory is already too great
for its population, wished to seize upon Texas. Such opinions and suspicions are evidently at variance
with the conduct and avowed wishes of those emigrants, and with the true and substantial interests of
Texas, on the one hand; and with the good faith and established policy and principles of the government
of the United States on the other. Texas could gain nothing by a separation from Mexico, except a
removal of the ruinous restrictions that now impede its progress in population and wealth, and if those
restrictions were taken off, there is not a rational man in the country who would not oppose a
separation. The true interests of Texas are to become a State of the Mexican confederation, and this is
the desire of its inhabitants. By the law of 7 of May, 1824, forming the State of Coahuila and Texas, the
latter was only provisionally annexed to the former, until it possessed the necessary elements to form a
state of itself and this very law was another inducement to the emigrants to persevere, for it held out the
inducement, amounting even to certainty, that Texas would be a State so soon as its population and
resources were sufficient. Moral obligation, and interests are the two great cords that bind communities,
states and nations together. In no instance can the principle of interest be stronger than in the present
one, supposing the restriction against emigrants to be taken off. Texas must be an agricultural country,
and the most of its agricultural productions will find a much better market in the Mexican ports than in
those of any part of the world. The interior trade by land will also be very important. At this time, this
trade is principally carried on through Missouri to New Mexico and Chihuahua but the geographical
situation of the country and the practicability of roads from the harbors of Texas, evidently indicate that
the natural channel of that trade is from those ports, in preference to the circuitous route by Missouri
through a foreign country, subjecting merchandise to a double duty which they would be exempt from if
taken from the ports of this nation. The manufactures of Texas, abounding as this country does in
facilities for their establishment, would evidently lose by a separation from Mexico. In fact there is not
one interest in Texas that would not be injured by a separation, not one that would not be materially
benefited by the erection of this country into a state of Mexico. This being the case, why drive the
people of Texas to desperation by a system of restriction, that is at variance with the inducement and
well founded hopes first held out to the emigrants, and with the true interests of the country? The 11th
article of the Law of 6 April, 1830, totally prohibits the immigration of North Americans and suspends
contracts previously entered into by the government thereby depriving the present settlers of the
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consolation of settling their relatives and friends alongside of them. It also cuts off all hope of future
advancements for years to come and condemns this country to a wilderness. The hope of bringing out
emigrants from Europe is a faint and distant one, and will require many years and vast amount of capital
to accomplish it. And, besides, what security or guarantee have they, in coming here, that they will not
also be deprived of the privilege of bringing out their relations and friend after they have suffered years
of hardships in preparing a home for them, as the settlers from the United States have been by the Law
of April 6, 18307

Under this view of the subject, it certainly appears evident that that part of the Law of 6 April, 1830,
prohibiting the immigration o North Americans is unjust and at variance with the faith and pledge of the
government and with the true and substantial interests of Texas. That law will not, and cannot prevent
the introduction of hundreds and thousands into Texas, who, if they do not receive the sanction of the
government to remain and acquire real estate, will as a matter of course, become restive and perhaps,
jeopardize the public tranquillity. But, on the other hand, by opening the door for admission of honest
and honorable men of high character and property, the moral influence of such men will correct and
direct public opinion, and make the moral tie, as well as that of interest, which does and ought to bind
Texas to Mexico indissolubly.

In 1832, Gen. Jose Manuel de Mier y Terdn, liberal thinker, but conservative Mexican Republican with
a vision for Texas as part of the Republic of Mexico, whose report and inspection precipitated the
Bustamente Decree, took his own life. Stephen F. Austin had written Teran after passage of the
Bustamente Decree of 1830 "My hopes are fixed on you to save Texas.” A week before his death, Gen.
Teran had written Austin "The affairs of Texas are understood by none but you and me, and we alone
are the only ones who can regulate them." His successor as commander of the Provincias Internas and
overseer of the colonization of Texas, Ortiz de Ayala, died in the cholera epidemic of 1833. One month
after the death of Ortiz on 15 Nov 1833, the Mexican Senate rescinded the anti-immigration law of 1830.
In Jan 1834, Gomez Farias sent Juan Nepomuceno Almonte to investigate the situation in Texas and it
is believed he expected to become the successor of Teran and Ortiz as "director of colonization” of
Texas with similar aims. Almonte returned in 1836 as a major leader in the military force sent to subdue
the Texas independence movements.

Turtle Bayou Resolutions, Anahuac 13 June 1832. After failure of Mexican forces under Col.
Bradburn at Anahuac to comply with the agreement made with colonists "First, that the Mexican
cavalrymen held as prisoners by the Texans should be released” and "Second, that the Texans should
retire to Turtle Bayou, but that they should leave a commission to receive the imprisoned citizens who
were 1o be delivered to them the following day,” a committee of Texans was appointed to describe causes
which force them to take up arms against Bradburn and their loyalty to the Constitution of 1824 including
support of Santa Anna who was resisting President Bustamente's centralism. They produced the
following:
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"The colonists of Texas have long been convinced of the arbitrary and unconstitutional measures of the
administration of Bustamente; as evinced

First. By their repeated violations of the constitution and laws and the total disregard of the civil and
political rights of the people.

Second: By their fixing and establishing among us, in the time of peace, military posts, the officers of
which, totally disregarding the local civil authorities of the State, have committed various acts evincing
opposition to the true interest of the people in the enjoyment of civil liberty.

Third: By arresting the commissioners, especially Juan Francisco Madero, who, on the part of the State
government, was to put the inhabitants east of Trinity River in possession of other lands, in conformity
with the laws of colonization.

Fourth: By the imposition of military force, preventing the Alcalde of the jurisdiction of Liberty from
the exercise of his constitutional functions.

Fifth: By the appointing to the revenue department men whose principles are avowedly to the true
interest of the people of Texas; and that, too, when their character for infamy had been repeatedly
established.

Sixth: By the military commandant of Anahuac advising and procuring servants to quit the service of
their masters, and offering them protection; causing them to labor for his benefits, and refusing to
compensate them for the same.

Seventh: By imprisonment of our citizens without lawful cause; and claiming the right of trying said
citizens by a military court for offense of a character cognizable by the civil authority alone.

Resolved: That we view with feelings of the deepest regret, the manner in which the government of the
Republic of Mexico is administered by the present dynasty. The repeated violation of the constitution;
the total disregard of the laws; the entire prostration of the civil power, are grievances of such character
as to arouse the feelings of every freeman, and impel him to resistance.

Resolved: That we view with feelings of deepest interest and solicitude, the firm and manly resistance
which is made by those patriots under the highly and distinguished chieftain Santa Anna, to the
numerous encroachments and infractions which have been made by the present administration upon the
laws and constitution of our beloved and adopted country.

Resolved: That as freemen devoted to a correct interpretation and enforcement of the constitution and
laws, according to their true spirit, we pledge our lives and fortunes in support of the same, and of those
distinguished leaders who are gallantly fighting in defense of civil liberty.

Resolved: That all the people of Texas be united to co-operate with us, in support of the principles
incorporated in the foregoing resolutions."
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