in the case of:

People of the Republic of Texas
and the
Sovereign Nation of the Republic of Texas

V.

UNITED NATIONS
(and all it's Political Subdivisions)
and
UNITED STATES
(and all it's Political Subdivisions)




Under Pains and Penalties of perjury and the laws
of the Almighty, and being sworn under a vow
and oath, I attest that the attached pages are true
and correct representations of the:

US. Department of the Interior response -
Related to treaty with Houma Indians - February
1990, from the Republic of Texas General
Council.

This attestation is made on August 26, 1998.

Attest: " Gty oo

_ Cont,

Witness to source and above signature

9.4, traat-

Witness to above signatures




United States Department of the Interior MERA s

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS * T o
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Real Estate Services ["
Titles and Research - Ll gy
BCCO 1908 « . Fedeooo Id‘jU

Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
United States Senator
961 Federal Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Senator Bentsen:

Thank you for your letter of January 16 on behalf of .
Mr. Patrick H. B. Martinez requesting help and support in
protecting his purported rights to certain real property in
Louisiana.

Mr. Martinez advises that he is a Houma Indian and a descendant of
Jean Billot (or Billiot), Jr., the original claimant and recipient
of a Federal patent (No. 1235629) to Lots 1 and 2, Section 30,
Township 19 South, Range 19 East, Louisiana Meridian, Louisiana,
consisting of 165.59 acres. These lands were patented to Jean
Billot, Jr., pursuant to the Act of March 3, 1807, 2 Stat. 440, "An
Act respecting claims to land in the territories of Orleans and
Louisiana." See attached copy. Section 6 of this Act reads as
follows:

"Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the
commissioners appointed or to be appointed for the
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming
lands in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall
respectively transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury
and to the surveyor-general, or officer acting as
Surveyor-general, transcripts of the final decisions made
in favour of claimants by virtue of this act, and they
shall deliver to the party a certificate stating the
circumstances of the case, and that he is entitled to a
patent for the tract of land therein designated, which
certificate shall be filed with the proper register or
recorder, within twelve months after date. And the
register or recorder shall thereupon (a plat of the tract
of land therein designated, being previously filed with
him or transmitted to him by the officer acting as
surveyor-general in the manner herein after provided.)
issue a certificate in favour of the party, which
certificate being transmitted to the Secretary of the
Treasury, shall entitle the party to a patent, to be
issued in 1ike manner as is provided by law for the
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issuing of patents for public 1lands lying in other
territories of the United States.”

The 1807 Act provides for the issuing of patents under the public
land laws of- the United States, and imposes no Federal trust
obligations or special restrictions upon the lands so patented
where the claimants or pPatentees were Houma Indians, In fact, no
specific reference to Indians appears anywhere in the Act. The "
Bureau of Indian Affairs is, therefore, without authority to
exercise any trust responsibilities for any patentees, or their
heirs, because of their status as Indians. Once a patent was
issued pursuant to the 1807 Act, the land became subject to State

laws governing real property.

Congressman Pete Geren concerning the same issue, we are furnishing
a copy of this response to his office. If you have further
questions or are in need of additional information, please do not

hesitate to call upon us.

Sincerely,

PATRICK A. HAYES,

Deputy to the Assistant Secretary -
Indian Affairs (Trust and Economic
Development)

Enclosure
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Jnne 6, 1874,

FORTY-TUIRD CONGRISS. Sess. I Cn. 222,223 204 1874,

CHAP. 2224, act to change the name of the schooner-yaclyt « Qunmnvtinc," to
“ Welcome.”
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Lepresentatipes of the United

Name of yaclt Mates of ebmcrica

e Conggrensg assembled, That (le Secretary of the

“Quarantine” Lreasury be, and’ e is hereby, authorized 1o change the name of the

chavged to «yer. schoouer-yacht « Quarantine,” owpeq by
and to issue a register under the name of “Weleome,»

come.”
Approved, June G, 1874,

—

Michael J. Driscoll, of Boston,

June 6, 1374, CHAP. 223 Ay oot ohviating {he necessity ofissuing patents for certain private
land-claims in the State of Missouri, mnd for other purposes,

Be it. enacteq by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Certain lands iy States of Americq in Congreys assembled, That al] of the right, title
o all of the S {1 i

hj dLliaye at any time berctotore peen gontirmed to uny per-
80N or persons’ By anv nef of : by any omeer r oflicers, or

board or boards of comimissioners, acting under apq by authority of any
be 1 _the same are hereby
€8, 1

owners of

Missouri Teleased 2 intcrest of the United States in and ¢
equitable 5 . " .
titles, 1l

ngress, shall

act of Co
d :

owners of tiie equitulle £t es ther
assigns forever, ng fully and

Valid rights and
interests attected.

’ [2
as complet
as could be done by patents issued there
SEC. 2. That nothivg contained iy the first section of this act shall,
in any mauuer, abridye, divest, impair, injure or prejudice

~

granted, released

- y L)
d to their respective heirs and
ely, in every respect whatever,
{or dccording to Iaw.,

any valid

right, title or iuterest of HIY person or persons jn or to any portion or
st section ; and this act shall jn

. part of the lauds mentioned in said
BO Wise iuy Wy fiando . T4 Lomoe
States,

8ecretary of Inte.
riormnydiscoutimlo
office of recorde
land titles in
souri.

&e., to be delivere
to State anthoritips,
Btate to . N
for mafe-koep j ng, keeping of sniq
dc, everything else
heree Access to an. aud for the allowance of iree access to
thorities of United : N
States, the United States, for

oflice of recorder, shall be dclivered to

records, maps, plats,

making copies thereof, without charge of any kind:

ther, That when said oflice of recorder

to exercise power of tIereaftor possess and

L’icordo_r. form all the duties of said recorder.

Approved, June 6, 1874,
June 6, 1874,

——————

Provide 0tcter, That suid State ghajl provide b

r of OPinion that the publie interest no longer requires the
Mis- the otlice of recorder of land titles ip Missoari, e may close and discon.

tinue the Same; and al] of the records, maps, plats, ﬁeld-notes, books,
Records, ma pe]. papers, and everything else concerning,

belonging to said office
the same by
the purpose of taking extracts therefrom, or

S R LT e tn il TTaik0a
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Sec. 3. That whenever the Secretary of the futerior shall be of the

continnance of

pertaining, or belonging to sajg
the State of Missour; Provided, -
¥

field-notes,

law for the reception and safe:
books, papers, and
of recorder, ag public records,
the authorities of

And provided fyr-

. shall be closed ang discontinued
Gecngf;’l”ﬁf;‘:ﬂ%rmc"a as aforesaid, the Cowmissioner of the General Land-Oftice shal) forever

exercise all of the powers and authority and per-

—/

CHAP, 224.—An act to legalize and establich a pnntoon-milwny—bridge across tha

Mivissippi River at Prairiv du Chien, and to anthorize the construction of a siwijly;

bridge at or near Clinton, Jowa.

. ‘ Be it enacted by the Scnate and House of chrescntaiim’_s of the United
Railway-poutoon- States of Americain Congress assembled, That the railway pontoon bridgo

bridge across the

Mississippi River ut ACTOSS the Mississippi River, and an island thereiy, communicating with
Praitio du Chien the Milwaukee and Saint Pyuj railway at Prairie gy Chien, inthe State

zed, of
McGregor, in
clared a lawful
said Prairie (g

Wisconsin, ang the
the State

of Iowa,

Drawa to
maintained,

~ 4

Milwaukee and Saint Paul railway at- North
be, and is bereby, legnlized and de- -
structure : Provided, That the saii Jobu Lawler and the
Chien and McGregor Railway Company, their BUCCes-
b e 80rs and assigns, shall keep up and maiutain a suitable pontoon draw
of not less than three hundred gud ninety-six feet in length in the cast.
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said corporation skall within =iy motths aficr passng this act, religui-h
and release any clann they may have o such commions beyond the dis-
tatce of six handred yards wloresaid : 2 rorided alu, tht the corpor-
tion shall reserv: for the purpose, aud comvey pratwitoushy for the publuf

helit, to the company authorized by the Jewislature of the ierriory of
Orleans, as much of the sad commans as shall be HECUSSATY 10 Continu
the canal of Carondelet Tiom the present basin (o the .\hssissimu, ad
shall not dispose of, fur the purpose of binkhing tiercan, any ot within
sixty feet of thie pace resenved for a canal, winel, ~hall for VT readn
open as a public highwav: L1 providod al.y, tha nothing licecin con-
twined, shall Le coustrued o wth 21 or impaic the rigins of any individusl
o individuids w the said comnons, wlach are dernved from ANy gt
of the French or Spanish goverument,

Seec Ao And be gt Jurthor cnacted, That tie cummissioncers appomted
or W be appointad for the purpose of ascertaining the rghts ef persons
claimiig land 1 the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall have full
puwers (o decide according to the laws and establizhed usages and cus-
toms ol the Freach and Spamah governmems, upon all clauns to Jands
within their respective districts, where the claim is uivle by any person
oF persons, or the legal representative of any person or persony, who
were on the twentieth of December, one thonsiid cight hundied ang
three, inhabitants of Louisiana, and for a wract ot excecding the quan-
tity of acres contained in g league square, and which docs not include
either a lead minc or sal &Pring, which decision of the colinnissioners
when in favour of the cliimant shall be final, agaiust the United Stales,
any act of Congress (o the contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 3. And be it Jurtler cnacted, That the time fixed by he act
above mentioncd, and by the acts supplementary to the e, for dei-
vering to the Proper register or recorder, notices in writing and (he
written cvidences of clains to land, be, and the same is hereby extended,
for the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, tiil the first day of July, ane
thousand eight hundred and cight, and persons delivering such notices
and evidences shall be entiiled to the same benefit as if (he same i
been delivered within the time lunited by the former acis; but the rizhts
of such persons as shall negleet so doing within the time limited by (his
act, shall, so far as they are derived from or founded on any act of Con-
gress, ever after be barred and become void? and the evidences of yeir
claims never afier admitted as cvidence jg any court of law or Cifuity
whatever,

Sec. 6. And be it SJurther enacted, That tie commissioners appointcd
or to be appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the righits of ersons
claiming lands in wie territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall respec-
tively transmit to the Sceretary of the Treasury and 0 the survevora
general, or officer acting as surveyor-general, transeripts of (he liial
decisions made in favour of claimants by virtue of (his act, and they <hall
deliver to the party a certificate stating the circumstances of he case,
and that he is entided to a patent for the tract of Jan.| therein designared,
which certificate shall be filed with e proper regisier or recordor,
within twelve months after date.  And (e regi<ter or recordor shall
thereupon (a plat of the tract of Jang therein desianated, being presi-
ously filed with him or tausmitted to him by the olicer deting as sur.
veyor-general in the manner herein al':vr'prmidvd.) I~ne a certificate iy
favour of the party, which certificate being trau=mitted to the Seeretary
of the Treasury, shall entide (he PArty to i patent, to be issued in fikn
manner as is provided by law for (he suing of patents for public lands
lying in other territorics of the United Siage,

Sec. 7. And be it Surther cnacted, 'hay the tract= of lazul thus grantid
by the commissioncrs shall be furveyed at the expense of (he partics,
under the direction of (he survejor-general, or oflicer acting as surveyur.
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of the parties,
unless an accu-
rate and au-
thentic :urvey,
made under au.
thority of fur.
mer govern-
meants of Or.-
leans und Lou-
isiana,shall have
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geucral, i all cases where an authenticated plat of the land as surveyed
under the authority of the «.cer acting as surveyor-gencral under the
French, Spanish, or Amcrican governments respectively, during he
tinie either of the said governments had the actual possession of the szid
territorics of Orleuans and Louisiana, shall not have been Gled with (e
proper register or recorder, or shall not appear of record on the public
records of the said territories of Orlcaus and Louisiuna.  Tlic said com-
missioners shall also be authorized, whenever they may think it neces-
sary, to direct the surveyor-general, or officer acting as such, to cause
any tract of laad alrcady duly surveyed, to be resurveyed at the expense
of the United States. And the surveyor-general, or officer acting as
such, shall transmit general and particular plats of the tracts of land thus
surveyed, to the proper register or recorder, aud shall also transinit copics
of the svid plats to the Sceretary of the I'reasury.

Sec. 8. And be it further cnacted, Thet the connnissioners aforesaid
shall respectively report to the Secretary of the 'Treasury their opinion
on all the cluiims to land within their respective districts, which they shall
not have finally confirmed by the fourth section of this act.  The zlaims
shall, in the said report or reports, be arranged inio three geaeral classes,
that is to say: first, claims which, in the opinions of the comnmissioncrs,
ought to be confirmed in conformity with the provisions of the several
acts of Congress, for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and ciaims to
land within the territories of Orleans and Louisiana; secondly, cluims
which, though not embraced by the provisigns of the said acts, ought
nevertheless in the opinion of the conimissioners to be confirmed in con-
formity with the laws, usages, and customns of the Spanish government ;
thirdly, cluims which ncither are embraced by the provisions of the said
acts, nor ought in the opinion of the commissioners 10 be confirmed in
conformity with the laws, usages, and customs of the Spanish govern-
ment; and the said report and reports being in other respects made in
conformity with the forms prescribed according to law, by the Secretary
of the Treasury, shall by him be laid before Congress, for their final
determination thereon, in the manner and at the time heretofore pre-
scribed by law for that purpose.

Sec. 9. And be it furthir enacted, That the following allowances and
compensations shall he made to the several officers hcrein afier men-
tioned, that is to say, to the priucipal deputy of the surveyor-gencral, for
the district of Louisiana, at the rate of five hundred dellars a year, from
the tiiwe he cntered into the duties of his office, in addition to the fees
which he is entitled to receive by law. To the register of the western
district of the Orleans territory, and to the clerk of the board of counmis-
sioners for that districi, one thousand dollars cach, fuor their services as
commissioners and clerk respectively, during the yeur one thonsand cight
hundred and six. To cach of the deputy registers of the territory of
Orlcans, five hundred dollars in fuli, for their services subsequent to dhe
first day of January last, in addition to the fees to which they arc legally
entitled. To each of the commissioners at the rate of two thousand
dollar« a year: to cach of the clerks of the boards, and to each of (he
agents employed by the Secretary of the Treasury, at the rate of fifieen
hundred dollars a year, and to each of the translators, at the rate of six
hundred dollars a vear, to commence from the first day of July next, in
the district of Lowisiana, and from the first day of January next, in the
territory of Orleans, and 1o continne to the time when each board shall
be: respectively diseolved : Prorided, that no more than cighteeninonthy’
compensation be thus allowed o the smaid commissioners, clerhs, and
translators, and that the compensation of sany such officer ubsenting him-
seif from his district, or fuling to attend to the duties of his office, shall
ceawe duning such ahsence or failure.

Arrroven, March 33, 1407,

s 2Bpd) ‘vos ngnyxZ




IN REPLY REPER TO: ' ' MLEXANDRIN, VIRGINIA  22un

s T T R AR it 59a, Page 6

RUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
EASTERN STATES OFFICFE

a2 5 South Picken Street <_ “:

2000(962)Kpp

Honorable Pete Geren
House of Representatives
Nashington, D.C. 20515-4312

Dear Mr, Geren:

This responds to your request on behalf of P j. 3, Martinez concerning his
claim on behalf of descendents of the Houma Indians to certain lands in the
State of Louisiana, This office has been corresponding with Mr. Martinez for
4 number of years,

The Eastern States Office, Bureau of Land Management, maintains custody of the
Primary records which evidence disposal by the United States of the public
lands in Louisiana, as well as twelve other easterp States. As the custodiap
of these Tecords, this office is obligated to make them available to the
public. During our cdntact with Mr. Martinez, we have Provided hiwm with
copies of records, assisted him in interpreting records when appropriate, and
recommended collateral sources of records at the State and local level, as
well as {n the National Archives.

Some cases, the lands may even have been in private ownership prior to u.s.
SOovereignty.

The acquisition of lands from the Houma Indians in Louisiana is steeped inp
many of the same controversies which surround acquisition of other tribal
lands in the east. Questions arise as to fairness of purchase prices,
duthority of individuals to cede Indian title, and general legality of
transactions. Unless the 3Bureau of Indian Affairs has Some trust obligatfionp
(apparently not the case here), these issues unfortunately must be resolved ip
the courtg, )

EXCZLLENCE IN SERVICE THROUGH COMMITMENT A%D INNOVATTON
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General Land Offioce 06243
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The ®nited Htates of Anrevica,

o all to tobom these prasents shall came, Gresting:

3
WEEREAS, There has basn daposited ia the Qenoral laad Offios I

! of the Unitad States, wyidencs, whoreby 1t eppesrs that the private lend
olnim of I.¥. Martinez, embraced In SJenate Exeontive Ducatent Wo. 111 (46th
Con_resn, 2nd 3ession), was uonf'lrnd by the Aot of Congross spproved
Tebruary 10, 1897 (29 Stat. 517), entitled "An Aat to quiet titls upd
poasession with respeot to eertsin unconfirmed and located privake land
elaina in the 3tate of Louisisne, end that the said olaim haw basn regularly
surveysd and dealgnated as Seotion seventy-eix im Towgahip twslve south of
Renge fourtsen cast of the Louiaisne Weridien, Louisiacm, conteining ous
hundred sixzteen morss apd thirty-six hundredths of am cere, mocardlng Vo : h

the 0ffioial Plat of the &rw,r Of the said Land, on file iz tha Cenaxal
Land Office, spproved Aprll 9 Mr }‘,"’"f

FOX EXOR TE, That tlu mm graris o Al!Rlcl. 1;\ ooneiduration
of the premises, HAS ruvm AND GRM‘['BD apd by tb-u prensecuta DOR3 GIVE
AND ORIVT, unto the aaid J. F. Martipes, and to bis helirs, the land sbove
dosoribed; TO MAVE A¥p TO HOLD the same, together =ith n]V tha xights,
privileges, ismonitiss, end sppurtenences, of whatscaver nnturs thersunto
beloncing, unto the sald J. F. Mertines, end to his belrs and nssigne forsver,

In TesTiMony wienzor, 1, Frsnklin D. Boossvelt,
Prosident of the Unlted Muabey of Amcrias, haes caured Ussao Tuttars 10 b0 mede
Patant, snd the Sed of the Geacesd Land Ofice tw be hivsusto wifand.
OIVEN uader my band. at thy Clty of Washington, the  NIKTH
ISEAL) day of DECTERER Ln the year of ewe Lag cos thounsad

oixe hundred and FORTY and of (e Indcpeadanss of tha

United Blated the onc hundred sad ey rirTn

lru-':dduz z (;f‘“‘:é’,
%«fc %MQZ%

1109950 Acting cm.f Putonts Divislon,

RECORD OF PATENTS: Patiay Number ..o ... ...
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FOHAVE S AND TQ Lﬂhe rald Tn.@fot Lond, shuve deger mn. with the npynrlnnanmn.
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{? the United States, have esvsad there letters to be made PATE NT, and the Beal of the GENERAL
5 _ LAND OFFICE & bs Acrounto qffized.
‘ =y 3,
FRREN} GIVEN under oy hand at the ity of Washingtor, ih P day of

(") ,,[ "/; ) _/7: -ty in A1 year of aur Lord one llmuund aight ndrcd and 5:

A ML) and of the Independnea of the Uaifed Siale, M/
PRESIDENT, F % / - AR 3(/ / %d»z;)
B
ey g /f AL a5 2

Amlaslonet of \he General Lard Ofcdr




tertificats No. 42. 4 1040-E.

The Wuited Stafes of Americy,

Go ail to whou throe premenix slyall roms, Geeetings
WHEREAS, thers has besn deposited in the (sneral Land Office, a

Certificante pumberad forty-two of the Reglater ard Recalver of the T.and
0ffice at Littls Rook, Arkaneas, whoreby it appesrs that by the elavanth
section of the sot of Congrese, approved May 26, 1424, ontitled HAn Act
ennbling the olaimmnts to lands within the limits of the State of Kis-
souri and Territory of isrksnsss, to instituts nrocoedings to try the
validity of their olaime," John Battiests Billlette, having deposited a
decrsa of the Superior Court for the Territory of Arkaneas, Octobsr term,
1825, and confirming the clsim of the maid John Battincts Billietts to
o tract of land, situated in *" “~vritery of arkamsn:, outainiog four
hundred arpens; and
u #HERKAS, sald John Battiests Bhliottoa hes thersfors, v satisfss-
oa:x: ﬁ:fd?n})% %g:r::ﬁt;::{ fr&ggioﬂnlo'ingto;!::db:gulzﬁ%ﬁegg'frﬂotlonu

3uarter of Section thirf]band the northewt uarter aod the Lot one

he northwaat qunrtor of Seotion thirty-one in Townshlp sixtesn wouth
of R one wss “t sfth Prinuipal sridian, Arkonsan, contzining
IO an

thres un l thirty-one- undro ths 'acres:as shown cu the
Q{_%.\cinl Plat af the Survay of the said Land on file in tha Qeneral Land
Offiqe:

NOY KNOW YE, That the UNITED STAT® OF AKBHIOA, in considgration
of thuNBrmiun HAS GIVN 4D GRANTRD b£ theoe | -~suts DDES
Sivi oD GRANT. "upto the sald Johm Battisete uuom and to hia heirs,
the lands above dancribod T0 IIAYE ARD TO HO'D tha aume, tograthar with
all the rights, privileges, immunitlos, and & of whataoover
nature thareunto belonging, unto the 3Aid John Battiento ﬁiumt. nod
to his heirs and alexgna, torever.

o Yestieoky whereor, 1, Woodrow i7iluon

Preatdeat of the Usited States of Amerlcn have wawisd these loftare to b1 mado

Patant, aad tha seel of tha Gennrni Land Offiy to be henwals afixed.

QIVEN undor my kapd, 2t 1ha Clty'of Washlagton, lhe TWENTY-THIAD
1SEAL) iy of OCTOBER . b your of our Lerd ons thoussnd

sisa hondred and SEVENTCEN wd of tha Independoass of tha
Unted Slatos ke one husdred and  FORTY-SECOND,
By the Proslderts 7!/3'- el m v Pty
By C#d o’ ef Sesretary,
:51&‘/ @4!/%?7’0 g

RECORD OF PATENTS: Patent Number 604754 Frmcleray ol or B

Lt
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