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Sec. 4. That said agent shall hold his appointiment for two yrd
of the Governor, and until his successor shall be appointed.

See. 5. That the Governor is hereby authorized and empowered to instruct the
Sheriff of Hidalgo county, or some other person to he appointed hy him, to place {he
said agent in possession of the said salt lake, and he is herehy further empowered Lo
- detail a sufficient number of the militia, or of such troops ng may be in Lhe servies

of the State, as may he necessary to maintain the said agent in the possession
thereof.

Sec. 6. That in case Any person or persons shall claim Lo have title to said salt
lake, such person or persons shall have the privilege of sueing the State ak any time
within one year from and afier the taking possession of Lhe same by the State, and
* not thereafter, in the District Court having jurisdiction of the samo: provided, that,

such person or persons shall, in their petition, set forth clearly and fully how the
title claimed originated, and how it is derived, filing it with certifind ropies of each
of the title papers intended to be addneed and relied on at the trinl; and provided
further, that service of certified copies of such petition. and copies of sueh title

bapers upon the Attorney Gemeral shall be held to he suflicient servien upen the
-State.

Approved, January 10, 1862.

g, at the pleasuve

CHAPTER IX.

Joint Resolution in velation to Public Printing for the Ninth Tegislature,

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State nof Texas. That the Seervetary of
State, Comptroller, and Treasurer, or a majority of them, bhe required to proceed
immediately after the adjournment of the Ninth Legislature to contract for the
Public Printing as nearly as may be in acrordance with existing laws: and that
this resolution take effect, from and after its passage.

Approved January 14th, 1862.

CHAPTER X.
Joint Resolution providing for the sale of Oldham and White's Digest.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas. That it
shall be the duty of the Seeretary of State, after advertisement in not less than
three newspapers in the State. to sell the copies of Oldham and White's Digest
now in his office belonging to the State, at such prices as he may deem proper,
but in no event at less than the oviginal cost per volume. including the expense of
sale.” Provided, however, that the Seeretary of State shall reserve from sale o
sufficient number of said Digests to supply the various officers of the State as
required by law.

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall pay into the State Treasury quarterly, the

proceeds arising from the sale of said digests; and this resolation shall he.in foree
from and after its passage.

Approved January 13th, 1862.

CHAPTER XI.
Joint Resolution.

Whereas, a crisis has arrived which involves the civilization, institutions,
political and social rights of the people of Texas, making it proper and expe-
dient that the Representatives im the Legislature should, in the most solemn
manner, declare to her sister States, composing the Confederate States of
America, and to the world, her settled conviction of the wanton injustice of
the war now waged against them by the Northern States, and of her unfalter-
ing determination to co-operate with her sister States in prosecuting the war
to a triumphant termination by all means, and at all hazavds. And, whereas,
it is a historical fact, known tn the nations of Turope. that the independence
of the thirteen original Colonies was geparately acknowledged, and that these
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distinet sovereignties formed a voluntary union, under the name and style of
the United States of America; while it is a fact known to the people of the
United States, that these sovereign States never did merge their sovercignty
into the Governmnt of the United States, but that they only delegated (o it
certain expressed, limited and specific powers, while they reserved to themselves
the excrcise of all other powers, not so delegated, and lost it should be inferred
that they had parted with that sovereignty, several States, and Virginia_among
the number, did, along with the act nf enteringe the Unian, declare Their Bphl ot .
withdrawal, and notwithstanding those decisive facts the right 1s denied s and
the Amazmg speetacle is presented to the world of the tlempl to ignore the sover-
cignty and rights of thirteen States, and by war to subjugate and hold in vassalagn
10,000,000 of people, thus secking to overthrow the fundamental principles which
underlie the theory of our Government, and npon which the whole system rosfs -
and in the destruction of which thers is inseparahly joined Lhe snbmission and over-
throw of Republicnnism; and, whereas, we declarve, that for {he sake of the Union
such as was bequeathed to us by a common aneestry, we hava for long years sub-
mitted to enormous taxation, and to g, monopoly of the consting fishing honn-
ties. But not content, with {Lhis odions system of materinl robbery. they have
songht to rob us of our inst reputation abroad.  And not only sn, hut through nis-
representation we are regarded as the destroyers of the Union, and themselves as
politically striving to preserve it, when in faet they have long sinen destroyed it
all but in name, and are to-day the willing subjects of o conrse nnd yulgar despot-
ism. But notwithstanding all this, it was not mntil they denied ns equality in the
Union, and had succeeded by a sectional issne in placing in power o President, and
in the halls of Congress a majority, pledged to carry ouf these measnres, that the
people of the South rose up in their majesty and accepted the issne of war valher
than submit to the disgrace of social and political inequality. for many years they
have been engaged in making a moral war upon us, and now after thns assailing
us and our institutions, they have netually invaded onr tevritory. with fire and ‘
sword, proclaiming in ad¥ance the confiseation of our property, the appropriation
of our homestead, and if possible, by means of servile insurreetion, o shed the bload
of helpless infancy and age, having already practiced outrages upon defenceless
women too horrible for utterance. And whereas, we now solemnls dechive that
there i3 no common bond of wnion between the Novih and South, and furlher, that
there is no homogeneity either in moral or religious sentiment or pursnits. And
whereas, we hereby congratulate our sister Confoderate States upon the wisdom of
our rulers, the skill of our Generals, the valor of our soldiers and the general s
cess of our cause, and assire them Ehitt the peaple of Tesns o even more than ever
prepared to devote their entire and nnited encrgies Lo the suecessinl prosecution of .
~this war, whatever proportions it may assume or whatever saerifiees if, may demand,
‘Therefore,

Resolved, 1st, That the people of Texas (o hereby assure her sister Confederate
States and the world that she stands ready with heart and hand to vesist o in.
vaders until their last soldier is driven from onr horders, and until we shall conguar
an honorable and glorious peace.

2d. That we reiterate the declaration that the States which composed the United
States did not merge their sovereignty into that Government, hut that they entered
into a voluntary compact, and that they had the right, of their own volition o
withdraw, and that the attempt by fire and sword to compel them to remain in the
Union, would, if successful, blot out the sovereignty and existenee of the secrded
States, and place in vassalage 10,000,000 of free people.

3d. That the Southern States have, in the extreme patience with which they
have submitted to oppressive legislation, given indubitalle evidence of their love
for the Union framed by our fathers.

4th. That the pretensions of patriotism on the part of the North, in waging
a war for the Union. is an enormous falsehnod, and that their sole ohjeet in
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its preservation, is that they may continne to plunder the South, and retain the
power to render us the victims of their avarice.

5th. That the proximate cause of the dissolution of the Union was that the
North had the power and had avowed the defermination to deprive the Seuth of
gocial and polilical equality.

6th. That we hold them up before the world, with all {heir pretensions {o
superior civilization, as waging a war so barbarous as to he unknown to the warfare
of civilized nations, and such as is disgraceful to the era in which they live.

7th. That we utterly disclaim all aflinity, all brotherhood with them, and that,
we rejoice that we have escaped the contaminating inflnence of their base fanaticism.

8th. That no overtures of peace should be considered which do not as an indis-
pensable pre-requisite propose the recognition of the Independence of these Con-
federate States, and that any offer on the part of the encny to treat of pence which
does not propose the recognition of our Tndependence, in advance, and to make that:
recognition the basis of negoliations, is an insult to our people and Government,
and should be spurned as such.

9th. That we have unlimited confidence in the wisdom of our President, the
skill of our Generals, the conrage of our soldiers, and in the final and glorious
triumph of our cause.

10th.  That the Governor of this Staie be requested to forward a copy of these
resolutions to each of our Representatives in Congress, and to the Governor of eacl
of the Confederate States, with a request that they be Jaid before their vespective
Tegislatures. ‘

Approved January 13th, 1862.



