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and the
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This opinion was acquired from the Flite Database and enhanced for distribution on the Internet by
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UNITED STATES V. LOUISIANA 364 U.S. 502

NO. 10, ORIGINAL. DECIDED MAY 31, 1960 — FINAL DECREE ENTERED DECEMBER
12, 1960 - OPINIONS REPORTED: 363 U.S. 1, 121.

THIS COURT HAVING STATED ITS CONCLUSIONS IN ITS OPINIONS ANNOUNCED ON
MAY 31, 1960, AS TO THE RESPECTIVE RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE
STATES OF LOUISIANA, TEXAS, MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA AND FLORIDA, UNDER THE
SUBMERGED LANDS ACT, IN THE LANDS, MINERALS AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES
UNDERLYING THE WATERS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO OFF THE COASTS OF SUCH
STATES, AND HAVING CONSIDERED THE POSITIONS OF THE RESPECTIVE PARTIES.
AS TO THE TERMS OF A DECREE, NOW ENTERS ITS FINAL DECREE IN THE CASE.

UNITED STATES V. LOUISIANA ET AL.
FINAL DECREE.

THIS CAUSE HAVING COME ON TO BE HEARD ON THE MOTION OF THE PLAINTIFF
FOR JUDGMENT AND TO DISMISS THE CROSS-BILL OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, AND
HAVING BEEN ARGUED BY COUNSEL, AND THIS COURT HAVING STATED ITS
CONCLUSIONS IN ITS OPINTONS ANNOUNCED ON MAY 31, 1960, 363 U.s. 1, 121,
AND HAVING CONSIDERED THE POSITIONS OF THE RESPECTIVE PARTIES AS TO THE
TERMS OF THIS DECREE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED AS FOLLOWS:

1. 2AS AGAINST THE RESPECTIVE DEFENDANT STATES, THE UNITED STATES IS
ENTITLED TO ALL THE LANDS, MINERALS AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES
UNDERLYING THE GULF OF MEXICO MORE THAN THREE GEOGRAPHIC MILES SEAWARD
FROM THE COAST LINES OF LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA, AND MORE
THAN THREE LEAGUES SEAWARD FROM THE COAST LINES OF TEXAS AND FLORIDA,
AND EXTENDING SEAWARD TO THE EDGE OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF. NONE OF
THE STATES OF LOUISIANA, TEXAS, MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA OR FLORIDA IS
ENTITLED TO ANY INTEREST IN SUCH LANDS, MINERALS OR RESOURCES, AND EACH
OF SAID STATES, THEIR PRIVIES, ASSIGNS, LESSEES AND OTHER PERSONS
CLAIMING UNDER ANY OF THEM ARE HEREBY ENJOINED FROM INTERFERING WITH
THE RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES IN SUCH LANDS, MINERALS AND RESOURCES.
AS USED IN THIS DECREE, THE TERM "COAST LINE" MEANS THE LINE OF
ORDINARY LOW WATER ALONG THAT PORTION OF THE COAST WHICH IS IN DIRECT
CONTACT WITH THE OPEN SEA AND THE LINE MARKING THE SEAWARD LIMIT OF
INLAND WATERS.

2. AS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, THE DEFENDANT STATES ARE
RESPECTIVELY ENTITLED TO ALL LANDS, MINERALS AND OTHER NATURAL
RESOURCES UNDERLYING THE GULF OF MEXICO, EXTENDING SEAWARD FROM THEIR
COAST LINES FOR A DISTANCE OF THREE LEAGUES IN THE CASE OF TEXAS AND
FLORIDA AND THREE GEOGRAPHTC MILES IN THE CASE OF LOUISIANA,
MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA, AND THE UNITED STATES IS NOT ENTITLED, AS
AGATINST ANY OF SUCH STATES, TO ANY INTEREST IN SUCH LANDS, MINERALS OR
RESOURCES, WITH THE EXCEPTIONS PROVIDED BY SEC. 5 OF THE SUBMERGED
LANDS ACT, 43 U.S.C. SEC. 1313.

3. WHENEVER THE ILOCATION OF THE COAST LINE OF ANY OF THE DEFENDANT
STATES SHALL BE AGREED UPON OR DETERMINED, SUCH STATE SHALL THEREUPON
PROMPTLY RENDER TO THE UNITED STATES A TRUE, FULL, ACCURATE AND
APPROPRIATE ACCOUNT OF ANY AND ALL SUMS OF MONEY DERIVED BY SUCH STATE
SINCE JUNE 5, 1950, EITHER BY SALE, LEASING, LICENSING, EXPLOITATION OR
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OTHERWISE FROM OR ON ACCOUNT OF ANY OF THE LANDS OR RESOURCES DESCRIBED
TN PARAGRAPH 1 HEREOF WHICH LIE OPPOSITE TO SUCH COAST LINE SO AGREED
UPON OR DETERMINED, AND, AFTER SAID ACCOUNT HAS BEEN RENDERED AND FILED
WITH AND APPROVED BY THE COURT, SHALL PROMPTLY PAY TO THE UNITED STATES
A SUM EQUAL TO SUCH AMOUNTS SHOWN BY SAID ACCOUNT AS SO DERIVED BY SAID
STATE; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT AS TO THE STATE OF LOUISIANA THE
ALLOCATION, WITHDRAWAL AND PAYMENT OF ANY FUNDS NOW IMPOUNDED UNDER THE
INTERTM AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,
DATED OCTOBER 12, 1956, SHALL, SUBJECT TO THE TERMS HEREOF, BE MADE IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROPRIATE PROVISIONS OF SAID AGREEMENT.

4. THE CROSS-BILL OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS DISMISSED.

5. ALL MOTIONS TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS AND PRESENT EVIDENCE ARE DENIED
WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THEIR RENEWAL IN SUCH FURTHER PROCEEDINGS AS MAY
BE HAD IN CONNECTION WITH MATTERS LEFT OPEN BY THIS DECREE.

6. THE MOTION OF THE STATE OF TEXAS FOR SEVERANCE IS DISMISSED.

7. THE MOTION OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA TO TRANSFER THE CASE TO A
DISTRICT COURT IS DENIED. ’

8. JURISDICTION IS RESERVED BY THIS COURT TO ENTERTAIN SUCH FURTHER
PROCEEDINGS, ENTER SUCH ORDERS AND ISSUE SUCH WRITS AS MAY FROM TIME TO
TIME BE DEEMED NECESSARY OR ADVISABLE TO GIVE PROPER FORCE AND EFFECT
TO THIS DECREE.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE AND MR. JUSTICE CLARK TOOK NO PART IN THE
FORMULATION OF THIS DECREE.
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