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Legislation

Act: Legislation (a bill or joint resolution, see below) which has passed
both chambers of Congress in identical form, been signed into law by
the President, or passed over his veto, thus becoming law. Technically,
this term also refers to a bill that has been passed by one house and
engrossed (prepared as an official copy).

Bill: The principal vehicle employed by lawmakers for introducing their
proposals (enacting or repealing laws, for example) in the Senate. Bills
are designated S. 1, S. 2, and so on depending on the order in which
they are introduced. They address either matters of general interest
("public bills") or narrow interest ("private bills"), such as immigration
cases and individual claims against the Federal government.

"Christmas Tree" Bill: Informal nomenclature for a bill on the Senate
floor that attracts many, often unrelated, floor amendments. The
amendments which adorn the bill may provide special benefits to
various groups or interests.

Clean Bill: Generally, after a committee has amended legislation, the
chairman may be authorized by the panel to assemble the changes and
what remains unchanged from the original bill and then reintroduce
everything as a clean bill. A clean bill may expedite Senate action by
avoiding separate floor consideration of each committee amendment.

Companion Bill or Measure: Similar or identical legislation which is
introduced in the Senate and House. House and Senate lawmakers who
share similar views on legislation may introduce a companion bill in
their respective chambers to promote simultaneous consideration of the
measure.

Concurrent Resolution: A legislative measure, designated "S. Con.
Res." and numbered consecutively upon introduction, generally
employed to address the sentiments of both chambers, to deal with
issues or matters affecting both houses, such as a concurrent budget
resolution, or to create a temporary joint committee. Concurrent
resolutions are not submitted to the President and thus do not have the
force of law.

Engrossed Bill: The official copy of a bill or joint resolution passed by
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the Senate and certified by the Secretary of the Senate.

Enrolled Bill: The final copy of a bill or joint resolution which has
passed both chambers in identical form. It is printed on parchment
paper, signed by appropriate House and Senate officials, and submitted
to the President for signature.

Joint Resolution: A legislative measure, designated "S. J. Res." and
numbered consecutively upon introduction, which requires the
approval of both chambers and, with one exception, is submitted (just
as a bill) to the President for possible signature into law. The one
exception is that joint resolutions (and not bills) are used to propose
constitutional amendments. These resolutions require a two-thirds
affirmative vote in each house but are not submitted to the President;
they become effective when ratified by three-quarters of the States.

"Must Pass" Bill: A vitally important measure that Congress must
enact, such as annual money bills to fund operations of the
government. Because of their must-pass quality, these measures often
attract "riders" (unrelated policy provisos).

Simple Resolution: Designated "S. Res.," simple resolutions are used
to express nonbinding positions of the Senate or to deal with the
Senate's internal affairs, such as the creation of a special committee.
They do not require action by the House of Representatives.

Source: Congressional Research Service, 1993.
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