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Article VII: Education--The Public Free Schools

ARTICLE VII.

Education--The Public Free Schools.

SECTION 1. A general diffusion of knowledge

being essential to the preservation of the

liberties and rights of the people, it shall be the

duty of the Legislature of the State to establish

and make suitable provision for the support and

maintenance of an efficient system of public

free schools.

SEC. 2. All funds, lands and other property

heretofore set apart and appropriated for the

support of public schools; all the alternate sections of land reserved by

the State out of grants heretofore made or that may hereafter be made

to railroads, or other corporations, or any nature whatsoever; one-half of

the public domain of the State, and all sums of money that may come

to the State from the sale of any portion of the same, shall constitute a

perpetual public school fund.

SEC. 3. There shall be set apart annually not more than one-fourth of

general revenue of the State, and a poll tax of one dollar on all male

inhabitants in this State between the ages of twenty-one and sixty

years, for the benefit of the public free schools.

SEC. 4. The lands herein set apart to the public free school fund shall

be sold under such regulations, at such times and on such terms as

may be prescribed by law; and the Legislature shall not have power to

grant any relief to the purchasers thereof. The comptroller shall invest

the proceeds of such sales, and of those heretofore made, as may be

directed by the Board of Education herein provided for, in the bonds of

this State, if the same can be obtained, otherwise in United States

bonds; and the United States bonds now belonging to said fund shall

likewise be invested in State bonds, if the same can be obtained on

terms advantageous to the school fund.

SEC. 5. The principal of all bonds and other funds, and the principal

arising from the sale of land herein before set apart to said school fund,

shall be the permanent school fund, and all the interest derivable

therefrom and the taxes herein authorized and levied shall be the

available school fund, which shall be applied annually to the support of

the public free schools. And no law shall ever be enacted appropriating
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