CHAPTER I.

AREA OF THE NATIONAL DOMAIN, WHICH INCLUDES THE PUB-
LIC DOMAIN, WITH STATISTICS.

DERIVATION OF TITLE TO THE NATIONAL DOMAIN.

The English, by reason of the voyages of the Cabots along our eastern coast in 1498
acquired the title of first discoverersto the country extending from the thirty-eighth to
the sixty-seventh degree of north latitude. They were instructed to discover coun-
tries unknown to Christian people and to take possession of the same in the name of
the King of Eongland.

. The English Government began the WOI‘k of taking possession of America by coloni-
zution.

The first charter was granted by Queen Elizabeth, March 25, A, D, 1584, to Sir Walter
Raleigh, known since as the North Carolina charter. Five voyages were made there-
under, but no permanent settlements established. Then followed o series of grants
and charters to individuals and companies, under which the colonies comprising the
thirteen original States of the Amerioan Union and their western lands were acquired.
The title to our national domain comes, first, by discovery by the Cabots; second,
by discoveries and colonization under grants, authorizations, and charters from Eng-
land, Holland, France, Sweden, and Spain, and treaties and conventions therenfter ;
third, by Revolution in 1776, and confirmation through and by the definitive treaty
of peace at Paris with Great Britain, September 3, 1783, whereby the Crown of Great
Brituin recognized the Independence of the United States; fourth, by purchase from
I'ranco of the province of Louisiana, April 30, 1803; ﬁfth by purchase from Spain
of the East and West F]orld'ls, February 22, 1819 sixth, by nnuexatlon of the Repub-
lic of Texas, December 29, 1845 ; seventh, by the brgaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, February
2, 1848; eighth, by purchase from the Republic of Mexicn (the Gadsden purchase)
of the Mesilla Valley, December 30,1853 ; ninth, by purchase from the Empire of
Russia of Alaska, March 30, 1867.

AREA OF THE NATIONAL DOMAIN.

The national domain is the total area, land and water, embraced within the bound-
" aries of the United States of America, amounting to about 4,000,000 square miles,
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the land surface being cstimated at 3,591,006 square miles, or 2,208,282,240 acres.
Alaska and its islands, on the northwest coast of America are included in this estimate,
and are hereafter geographically described. Excluding Alaska the national domain ex-
tends through fifty-cight degrees of longitude, from ocean to ocean, and through
twenty-four degrees of latitude from the great northern lakes to the Gulf of Mexico.

POLITICAL DIVISIONS.

The national domain consists of thirty-eight States, viz:

Order of O rder of
admisaion, admission,

1L Delaware coveeevveeennennn vennns A 20, Mississlppi coover conn iiiiiaaL, 7
2. Pennsylvania....oc..oooa oo ;3 21, HHN0iS « veeee iiiee ceieciae e 3
3. New JOrs0y.ceveen cocncnennnonnns A2 Alabama..oooiiaieo il 9
4. Georgim..coeeevevnr it nn, & | 93 Maine ....ooiiinnieien i 10
5, Connecticut.....ccovvveeeennnnnn. B | 24, Misgouri voeiee vocvenvevenniannn. 11
G, Massachusetts........couuenenn.. 9 | 25, Arkansns ...... ...l 12
7. Maryland. coeeeieenaniiiiaaao, > a5 | 20, Michigan ...l aoll 13
8. South Caroling..eceeeeeaaeannnn 5127 Plorida . c.oouiiaiiniiainiiaas, 14
0. New Hampshire.... .ccocveeeee. | B[ 28 Toxas coveeevenaee cena.. eeees 15
10. Virginia coeooevieieiianiian. R |2 JOWH eecmneiis it i i e, 16
11 New YorK.ocveieiienniiaecanaaun 8.1 30, Wisconsin voocee ceeevuicnanana. 17
12, North Caroling........ccovueene. g | 31, California ...... oo .oolill veen 18

_13. Rhode Island......coneennees ... J 7 1 3R Minnesotn coveeeiniiiiiiinann.. 19
14, Vermont ... oo vivieiinniannas 1133 Oregon ...cceevieeinenaneinnnns 20
15, Kentucky ....coveee veveninnnn. ;0 2134, Kansas coeever iivene vennvneranns 21
16, Tonnessee. .c.co veevevevenenanens O | 35, West Virginin. ..ooooveeannioo.o. 29
17 Ohi0aecns ce i iiiir cieecn oot 4136, Noevada .oeeceevennnecoccnennnnn 23
18. Louisiana ... ..cvceer vavean oo, 5| 37, Nebraska .....eu.... Ceeeeeaaanas 24
19. Indiana ....... e recessaseennes 6138, Colorado +evevecancn oennnnennnn 25

Eight Territories, viz, under organic acts passed by Congress, given in order:

1. New Mexico, 3 5. Arizona.

2. Utah. 6. Idaho,

3. Washington. 7. Montana,

4. Dakota. 8. Wyoming,

The District of Columbia.

Indian Territory, no ¢ivil government under laws of Congress.

Territory of Alaska, unorganized, _

A piece khown as * Public Land,” or * Land Strip,” southwest of Kansas and north
of Texas, unattached to any State or Territory. - ’

BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES.

The United States, exclusive of Alaska, has for its northern boundary a line from
the mouth of the Saint Croix River to its head, and thence due north to the highlands
which divide those rivers that empty themselves into tlie Saint Lawrence from those
which fall into the Atlantic Ocean ; thence nlong the crest of those highlands to the
northwesternmost head of the Conneeticut River ; down that river to and westward
along theforty-fifth parallel toand along the middle of the Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior,
and Long lakes and their water connections to the most northwestern point of the Lake
of the Woods ; and thence along the forty-ninth parallel to the Pacific Ocean, thelineat
the northwest terminus excluding Vancouver’s Island, but including the islands of the
San Juan group. For its southern boundary, the Gulf of Mexico, the Rio Grande del
Norte River, to the plateaun of the Sierra Nevadas, latitude 31° 47’ north ; thence by
an irregular line running between the thirty-first and thirty-third parallels of latitude
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to the waters of the Pacific Ocean. On the east and west by the Atlantic and Pacifio
Oceans respectively.

Alaska, the extreme northwest portion of the United States, is bounded a3 follows
(given in treaty of cession of March 30, 1867):

Commencing at 54° 40’ north latitude, ascending Portland Channel to the mountains,
following their summits to 141° west longitude j thence north on thisline to the Arctic
Ocean, forming the eastern boundary. Starting fromn the Aretic Ocean west, the lino
descends Bebring's Strait, between the two islands of Krusenstern and Ratmanoff, to
the parallel of 61 30', and proceeds due north, without limitation, into the snme Arctic
Ocean. Beginning again at the same initial point, on the parallel of 63° 30'; thence
in a course southwest, through Behring’s Strait, between the island of Saint Lawrence
and Cape Choukotski, to 172° west longitude; and thence southwesterly, through
Bebring’s Sea, between the islands of Atton and Copper, to the meridian of 193° west
longitude, leaving the prolonged group of the Aleutian Islands in the possessions now
transferred to the United States, and making the western boundary of our country the
dividing line botween Asia and America.

Alaska containg 577,390 square miles, or 369,529,600 ncres.

TREATIES ESTABLISHING TIIE NATIONAL BOUNDARIES AND PORTIONS OF TIHE BOUN-
DARIES O THHE PUBLIC DOMAIN.

Our national boundaries are now fully and completely established and acknowl-
edged, with one exception, heroinafter noted. They were first established for all that
portion of territory lying east of the Mississippi River, to the Atlantio Ocean, north
to the present international boundary, and south to the north boundary line of the
State of Florida, and west of the present State along the thirty-first parallel to the
Mississippi River, embracing the thirteen colonies and their western territory.

These boundaries were established by the provisional articles between the United
States and Great Britain, concluded November 30, 1782, at Paris, I'rance, by Richard
Oswald on behalf of Great Britain, and John Adams, Benjamin Fraoklin, and John
Jay on behalf of the United States, and by the definitive treaty of peace betwoeen
the same high contracting parties, done at Paris September 3, 1783, by David Hartley
on the part of Great Britain, and Benjamin Franklin, John -Adams, and John Jay on
the part of the United States. The western and southern boundaries of the above
acknowledged limits were acknowledged on bebalf of Spain, the soveroign over and
owner of the territory lying to the south and west of the United States, by & treaty
of “ friendship, limits, and navigation” made at San Lorenzo ¢l Real, October 27, 1795,
by Thomas Pinckney on behalf of the United States, and El Principe De La Pazon
behalf of Spain. ,

THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY LINE,

The northern boundary line of the original and purchased territory of the United
States became the source of much serious negotintions between Great Britain and the
United States. It was finally settled by a series of treaties and commissions and
arbitrations thereunder, running through a period of ninety years.

The treaty of London, made at London, England, November 19, 1794, by Earl Green-
ville for Great Britain,and John Jay for the United States, contained several articles on
this boundary question. Articles IV and V contained two provisions, the first for deter-
mining the location of the source of the Mississippi River, and for joint survey of the
same from one degree below the Falls of Saint Anthony northward, and the second for
commissioners, one for each country and one to be chosen or selected by the two. They
were to meet at Halifax. They were to decide ¢ what river is the river Saint Croix in-
tended by the treaty ” (deflnitive treaty of September 3, 1783.)

The source of the river—when it should bé established—swas to be marked by a monu-

‘ment. This was under an explanatory article of date March 15,1798, The monument
marking the boundary was erected under the supervision of Andrew Ellicott, Esq.
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The commission met frequently after Angunst 30, 1796, the date of its first meeting, and
held its final meeting October 25, 1798,

The American commissioner was David 1lowell ; the British commissioner was
Thomas Barelay ; the third commissioner, selected by the first two, was Egbert Ben-
son, (an American), Jumes Sullivan was the American agent, and Ward Chipmon the
agent fot Great Britain. The secretary of the commission was 1id. Winston.

TREATY OF GHENT, SEPTEMBER 24, 1814,

The troaty of “ poace und amity ” between Great Britain and the United States, dons
at Ghent, Belgium, Decomber 24, 1814, by James Lord Gambier, Henry Goulburn, and
William Adams on behalf of Great Britain; and John Quincy Adams, J. A. Bayard,
Henry Clay, Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin on behalf of tho United States, con-
tained. three articles relating to the northern boundary line.

Article 1V provided for a commission to settle title to islands oft the coast of Maine,
The commission was organized by the appointment of John Holmes and Thomas Bar-
clay as commissioners on the part of the United States and Great Britain respoectively.
James T\ Austin was the American, and Ward Chipman the British agent. Anthony
Barclay was the secretary,

On Novembor 24, 1817, the commission, at New York, rendered its decision, awarding
Moose, Dudley, and Frederick islands to the United States, and all other islands in
Passamaquoddy Bay and the Isle of Grand Menan were awarded to Groat Britain,

These awards wore accepted and approved by both governments. Article V pro-
vided for o commission to meet at Saint Andrews, New Brunswick, and determine the
boundary line lietween the United States and tho British possessions, from tho source
of the river Saint Croix to the river Saint Lawrence. In case of failure of the com-
missioners to agree, the matter was to bo referred to a friendly sovereign. The com-
missioner on behalf the United States was C. P. Van Ness, and Thomas Barclay was
the commissioner on behalf of Great Britain. William C. Bradly was agent for the
United States and Ward Chipman for Great Britain. -

Tho surveyors, under direction of this commisgion, ran and marked lines in 1817 and
1818,

The commission failed to agree as to the boundary, C.P. Van Ness, the American
commissioner, reported this fact to his Government November 20, 1821,

TREATY AT LONDON, SEPTEMBER 20, 1827,

After ropoated efforts to settle and 'fix definitely this portion of the northern boundary
a convention between the United States and Great Britain—in conformity with the
fifth article of the Treaty of Ghent, the commission therein provided for having
failed to agree as to the proper boundary between the two countries--wasentered into
and concluded a$ London, England, Septomber, 29, 1827, by Charles Grant and Henry
Unwin Addington on behalf of Great Britain, and Albert Gallatin on behalf of the
United States, and the matter of tho northeast Loundary referred to a friendly sov-
eroign as provided in said Treaty of Ghent. William, King of the Netherlands, was
selected, by agreement and concert between the high contracting parties,

AWARD OF THE KING OF THE NETHERLANDS UNDER ABOVE TREATY.

January 10, 1831, the King, by his award, recommended that a line be drawn from
the head of the river Saint Croix due north to where it strikes the middle of the river
Saint John, and thence up the middle of that river to the mouth of the Saint Francis;
thence up that river to the extreme source of its southwesternmost branch; thence
due west to its intersection with the line claimed by the Unitéd States. He further
decided that the utmost source of the northwesternmost stream emptying into the
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northernmost of tho three lakes, the last of which is called Connecticut Lake, should be
considered the northwestornmost head of the Connecticut River, set out in the treaty
of Ghent; and further, that a new line should be run from thence to the river Saint Law-
rence, in such manner as at all events to give Rouses's Point, near Lake Chamnplain, to
the United States. This award made by King William was rejected by both govern-
ments, )

WEDBSTER-ASIIBURTON TREATY,.

All efforts to settle the northeast boundary question having failed through negotia-
tion, joint commission, aud reference to n sovercign as arbiter, Lord Ashburton, sent
specially as a commissioner for the purpose on behalf of Great Britain, and Daniel

-Webster, Secretary of State, on behalf of the United States, at Washington, D, C.,
on August 9, 1842, concluded a treaty which settled the northeastern boundary line
of the United States (as indicated in the definitive treaty with Great Britain in 1733,
and under the fifth articlo of the treaty of Ghent), and the present boundary line
from the Atlantic Ocean to the river Saint Lawrence was established, and continning
wegtward from the western terminng of the line as luld down by the commission under
the sixth article of the Treaty of Ghent (ses below) to tho westernmost water of the
Lake of the Woods, and from thig point thence westward, conforming to the second
article of the treaty of 1313 (ses bhelow), and south to the forty-ninth parallel of north
tatitudo. ‘

This still left the question of northern bonndary line from the Rocky Mountaing
westward to the Pacific Ocean unsettled. "

NORTIHERN BOUNDARY LINE TO THI ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

Articlo VI of the Treaty of Ghent, 1814, provided for a commission to mark the
boundaryline from the river Saint Lawrenco to the western point of Lake Huron, TPeter
B. Porter and John Ogilvy, succeeded by Anthony Barclay, were appointed commis-
sioners on behalf of the United States and Great Britain respectively. Samuel Haw-
kins, succeedod by Joseph Delafield, was the American agent, and J. Hall British agent.
Stephen Sewell was seeratary, and was succeeded by Donald Frazer, who was assist-
ant seeretary, succeeded by John Bigsby, and he by Richard Willinms, They agreed,
and reported from Utiea, N. Y., June 13, 1822, and this portion of the boundary line
was established.  As a separate duty this commission were algo to determine “ where
is the middle of tho rivers and lakes forming the northern boundary to the water
communication hetween lakes ITuron and Superior.”” They reported June 18, 1822,
awarding the islands to tho north of the line which way established to Great Britain
and those to the south of it to the United States.

Artiele VII of the Treaty of Ghent enjoined upon the commission, provided for in
Article VI (as above), after action upon that branch of its work, to deline the north-
ern boundary line westward from the wesiorn point of Lake Huron to the northwest-
ern waters of the Lake of the Woods, The commission failed to agreo upon this,
and so reported. ‘This portion of the northern boundary line was established by the
second articlo of the Webster-Ashburton treaty of August 9, 1842,

In consequence of the acquirément by purchase by the United States of the prov-
inco. of Louisinna, which extended westward from the international boundary line
(the Misgissippi River), October 20, 1813, at London, a convention was concluded be-
tween Albert Gallatin and Richard Rush for the United States, and Frederick John
Robinson and IHenry Goulburn on hehalf of Great Britain, It settled this portion of
the northern boundary line by Article IT of said treaty, and it was thus extonded west-
ward from the most northwestern point of the Lake of the Woods to and along the
forty-ninth parallel north latitude to the Stony (Rocky) Mountains.

In thoe treaty of August 6, 1827, between the United States and Great Britain, ab
Loudon, this agreed portion of the northern boundary line was confirmed and con-
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tinued. It was finally fully confirmed by the eleventh article of tho Webstor-Ash-
burton treaty of August Y, 1842,

Congress, March 19, 1372, authorized the survey and marking of the boundary be-
tween the Unitod States and the British possessions from the Lake of the Woods to
the summit of the Rocky Mountains. Archibald Campbell was appointed commis-
sioner on the part of the United States, and Capt. D. R, Cameron, R. A., on behalf of
Great Britain, A corps of astronomers and engineers wero detailed and selected ou
Lohalf of the respective countrivs, Capt. P. Anderson, R. I3, being the British chiel
astronomer., The American corps of engineers were Lieut.-Col. 1% U. Farquhar, Bvt.-
Maj. W, J. Twinning (who became chief astronomer for the United States), Capt.
James I Grogory, and Lieut. I, V. Greene, Congress appropriated $50,000 for this
work. Tho line wag surveyed and the boundary monuments established. (Seo Senate
Ex. Doc, 41, second session Iforty-fourth Congress.)

/
NORTHERN BOUNDARY WEST O THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS,

Through deference to Spain, who claimed title by discovery to the entire Pacifie
slope (as well ag by purchase from IPrance of the provineo of Louisiana), the northern
boundary line was not extended westward from the Rocky Mountains.

After tho purchass of Lionisiana by the United States, in 1803, the Government opened
negotiations with Great Britain for fixing the northorn boundary line of the province
of Louisiana, In 1807 an agreement was reached by the two nations, but not signed,
The war of 1312 between themn prevented its consummation.

The ¢uestion was not opened again until the treaty of October 20, 1818, and then
only to the Rocky Mountains, Spain by tho treaty at Washington FFebruary 22, 1819,
woived this claim and ceded to the United States her claims to Oregon Territory.

The French, prior to their sale of the province of Louisiana and possessions to the
United States, claimed the country south of the British possessions and west of the
Migsissippi River to the Pacilic Ocean, by reason of discovery.and exploration of the
Mississippl River. This claim the Unitod States, being the successor of Irance, also
urged and stood upon,

The United States held an independent claim to that portion of the Louisisna pur-
chase known as Oregon, bused upon the discovery of the mouth of the Columbia River
in May, 1791, by Captain Gray, of Boston, in the ship Columbia, naming the river
from his ship.

The convention between the United States and Great Britain of October 20, 1818,
kept the line indefinite, and in the third article provided for joint ocenpaney and use
of the territory claimed by both by the people of the two countries on the northwest
coast of America, westward of the Stony (Rocky) Mountains, without prejudice to
any ¢laim of either of the contracting parties to any part of said country. This was
to hold from ten years from the 20th day of October, 1818,

This atill left this northwestern boundary line undefined.

The convention between the United States and Great Britain of date August 6, 1827,
by Albert Gallatin, on behalf of the United States, and Charles Grant and Henry
Unwin Addington, by the first article indefinitely extended this provision, with the
right of either party, after October 20, 1823, on twelve months’ notice of the intention,
to annul and abrogate the same, .

Article IIT again resorved the claim of either party to tho territory west of the Stony
or Rocky Mountains.

THE NORTHWESTERN-BOUNDARY QUESTION,

The northwestern-houndary question was a source of constant irritation and serious
trouble between the United States and Great Britain and their citizens.
In 1824 the United States opened negotiations with the limperor of all the Russias
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for o treaty to define the boundaries of the respectio countries on the northwest coast.
Russia had a large undefined claim (Alaska) to territory, The treaty was made at St.
Potorsburg, Russia, April 5-17, 1324, and admitted tho sovereignty of Russiu over the
northwest coast from latitude 54° 40’ north to the North Pole. This treaty did not
sttempt to fix the eastern boundary of the Russian possessions. It was made by Henry
Middleton on behalf of the United States and Le Comto Charles De Nessolrode and
Picrre de Poletica on behalf of Russia. '

(troat Britain nob desiring that the United States should have an advantage by the
definition, inferentially or otherswise, of the boundary line between her territory and
tho Russian, at once nogotinted a treated with Russin of date IFebruary 16-28, 1825,
conceding to Russin dominion over the coast to the north of §4° 40’ north latitude,
and defining the eastern line of the Russian possessions where they formed the wost-
ern line of the British possessions, heing the present castern line of Alaska,

OREGON TREATY.

In 1846, after groat political heat and discussion and occupation of disputed torri-
tory by armed forces of both nations, by a treaty at Washington concluded botwoen
Great Britain and the United States, by Richard Pakenham and James Buchanan in
behalf of their respective countries, June 15, 1846, it was agreed by Article I that tho
northern boundary line should be continued westward along tho said forty-ninth par-
allel of north latitude to the middle of the channel which separates the coutinent
from Vancouver'’s Island, and thence southerly through the middle of the said chun-
nel and of IPuea Straits to tho Pacific Ocean, and thus the boundary line was oxtended
from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean along the forby-ninth parallel of north
latitude. This treaty was adopted by the Senate of the United States by yous 41,
nays 14.  Under this treaty tho government of Great Britain claimed that the British
channel referred to was the so-called Straits of Rosario. ‘T'he United States claimed
that it was the Canal-de IHaro. This remained a disputed question from 1846 to 1871.

TREATY OI' WASHINGTON.

By tho treaty of Washington of May 8, 1871, creating a High Joint Commission and
plenipotentiaries, consisting of the Earl do Grey and Ripon, Sir Statford Northeote, Sir
Edward Thornton, Sir John A. McDonald, and Montague Bernard, on behalf of Great
Britaiu, and Hamilton I"ish, Robert C. Schenck, Samuel Nelson, E. R. Hoar, and
George I1. Williams, on behalf of the United States, this question was considered for
gettlement,

Under Article XXXIV the decision of the question as to a portion of the boundary
line between the United States and British possessions west of the Rocky Mountuains,
under the first article of the treaty of June 15, 1846, ‘This, known as the northwest-
ern water boundary question, was left to the arbitration for decision without appeal
of his majesty the Emperor of Germany. George Bancrott was agent of the United
States, and Admiral James Provost agent for Great Britain,

NORTIIERN BOUNDARY LINE SETTLED.

October 21, 1572, William 1., BEmperor of Germany, rendered his decision in favor of
the Canal de Haro, thus sustaining thewclaim of the United States and settling finally
the northern boundary line cast and west between the United States and Great Britain.

Thus it required the period from the preliminary treaty of peace with Great Britain,
November 30, 1782, to the 21st day of October, 1872, the date of the decision of the
Emperor of Germany on the Canal de Haro, to settle and define the northern houndary
of the United States—about ninety years. This houndary line west of the western
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boundary of the State of New York and to the Pacific Ocean became the northorn
boundary line of the public domain.

EASTERN BOUNDARY OF THE UNITED S8TATES.

Tho present eastern boundary lino of the United States—the Atlantic Ocean and
Galf of Mexico—was settled by the preliminary treaty and by the deofinitive treaty of
peace with Great Britain, September 3, 1783, and subsequently by treaty of purchaso
with Spaiu at Washington, Febrnary 22,1819, betweon John Quiney Adams on behalf
of tho United States and Luis de Onis on behalf of Spain, by which was ceded to the
United States by Spain the provinces of East and West I'lorida.

This eastern houndary line of the United States beeame the eastern houndary of the
public domain sonth of 312 north latitnde and in the State of IMlorida ; the continua-
tion of this eastern line of the public domain northward from 31° north latitude the
western boundaries of the States of Georgia, South and North Cuarolina, Virginia (now
West Virginia), Pennsylvania, and New York, to the northern international boundary
line. -

WESTERN BOUNDARY OIF THE UNITED STATES,

The western boundary line of the United States from latitude 49° north, going south,
the Pacific Ocean, was determined by discovery (Captain Gray’s, 1791), and the pur-
chaso from I'rance of the province of Louisiana, under treaty at Paris, IFrance, April
30, 1830, by the United States, concluded by Robert R. Livingston and James Monroo
on hehalf of the United States, and Barbé Marbois on the part of France, and by the
purchase from Spain of the Floridas February 22, 1819, from latitude 49° north (con-
firmed by various treaties set out in deseription above of northern boundary lines), along
the Pacific Ocean to about latitude 429 north,  From latitude 42° north, going south, by
capture and the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo, between tho United States and Mexicu,
Iebruary 2, 1848, hetween N, P, Trist, on behalf of the United States, and Lue G
Cuevas, Bernardo Couto, and Miguel Atristain, on behalf of Mexico, whieh extended
tho present western boundary of the United States from parallel 42° north latitude,
going south, to tho point between the thirty-second and thirty-third parallel of north
latitude, now forming the division line between the United States and the Republic
of Mexico.

The entire western boundary line of the United States is the western boundary lino
of the public domain.

SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF TIIE UNITED STATES.

By tho definitive treaty with Great Britain, September 3, 1783, the southern boundary
was described as follows:

South Ly a line to be drawn duo east from a point whoere the northermmost part of
the thirty-first degree of north latitude intersects o line drawn along the middle of the
Mississippi River east to the middle of the river Appalachicola or Catahouche, thence
along the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint River, thence straight to the
head of Saint Mary’s River, and thence along the middle of Saint Mary’s River to the
Atlantic Ocean,

The present sonthern boundary line was settled, beginning at the Atlantic Ocgan
and running west, by the treaty, at Washington, of purchase, from Spain by the United
States, of lorida, February 22, 1819, which extended the line westward along the south-
ern coast of Florida to the limits of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803 ; by tho treaty ot
purchase from France by the United States, at Paris, April 30, 1803, of the proviuce of
Louisiana. The eastern boundary of this latter purchase, as claimed by the United States
in her controversy with Spain as to the boundaries of the provinces of Last and Wesy
TFlorida, wero concedod by Spain in the treaty of purchase of February 22, 1819,
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This extended the boundary westward from the west boundary of Florida, west of
the meridian 87° west longitudo along the south coast of Lonfsh ra,; to the Sabine
River,

By the annexationof Texas, December 29, 1845 (the act of the Congress of the United
States), tho southern boundary was extended southwestward from the Sabine River
along tho Gulf of Mexico to the Rio Grande River, up and along the Rio Grande River,
running northwest, and forming the boundary line Letween the United States and
Mexico, to the plateau of the Sierra Madve, 31° 47/ north latitude, from the turning
point westward on the boundary line between the United States and Mexico ; which
was further extended by the Gadsden Purchase of the Mesilla Valley by the United
States from the Republic of Mexico, at the city of Mexico, Decomber 30, 1853.

"T'his extended the southern boundary westward from the point 312 47/ north latitude
on the Rio Grande, established by the annexation of Texas and the treaty of Guada-
lupe Hidalgo, to a point on the Colorado River twonby miles below its junction with
the Gila River, thenco north to the line between California and Lower Californin.

By the troaty of Guuadalupe Iidalgo, February 2, 1313, the sonthern houndary he-
tween tho United States and Mexico was fixed as starting in the Gulf of Mexico, three
leagues from the land opposite the middle mouth of the Rio Grande River, and up the
middle and along that river to the houndary of New Mexico, touching the point 319 47/
north latitude ; thenee north to the thirty-third parallel north latitude on the plateaun of
the Sierra Madra ; thence west on arandom line to the Gila River and along it to a point
twonty miles north of its junction with the Colorado River; thence across the Rio
Colorado west to the Pacific Ocean, following the division line hetweon Upper and
Lower California.

T'he Gadsden purchase moved the line south between the point 31° 47/ north latitude
on the Rio Grande, being now the southern boundary of New Mexico and Arizona, to
the point twenty miles below tho junetion of the Gila and Colorado rivers, being the
castern point of the line between California and Lower California, and thence north.

The southern line of this purchase is described as extending west from the point 31° 47/
north latitude; thence due west one hundred miles; thence south to the parallel 31° 20
north latitede ; thence along the said parallel of 31° 20’ to the one hundred and
oleventh meridian of longitude west of Greenwich; thence ina straight line to a point
on the Colorade River twenty miles below the junetion of the Gila and Colorado
rivers; thence up the middle of the said river Colorado until it intorsects the present
line between the United States and Moxico ; and this is the present boundary between
the two Republics. '

This left the extension of the line from the Gila and Colorado rivers west to the
Pacific the same as established by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and thus the
southern boundary line was extended from the Atlantic to the Pacific in the period from
November 30, 1782 (the preliminary treaty of peace), to the Gadsden purchase of Decem-
ber 30, 1853—about soventy years.

The entire southern boundary of the United States is the line of southern houndary
of the public domain, excepting the southern boundary of Texas,

BOUNDARIES OF ALASKA.

Tho boundaries of Alaska and contiguous islands are fully set out in the conven-
tion for the cession of the Russian possessions in North America to the United States,
at Washington, March 30, 1867, by William H. Seward on behalf of the United
States, and Edonard de Stoeckel on behalf of Russia.

This treaty refers to the treaty made by and between Russia and Great Britain of
‘date February 23-16, 1825, which defined the eastern limits of Alaska where it joins
the British possossions. The boundary line between the United States and the British
possessions is all marked and determined, except as to the Alaska purchase.

The entire area of Alaska is public domain,
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REFERENCES HEREUNDER,

For treaties of cession, conventions, settlement of houndaries, and purchases of
torritory sinco July 4, 1776, to February 1, 1871, see Senato 13x. Doc. No. 36, third session
Forty-first. Congress, .As our national boundaries arve now fully establislied, refer-
enco is only made to authorities under and by which they were mude.

For reference to treaties and conventions by which our national boundaries have
beon mado and acknowledged, see laws of the United States relating to public lands,
compiled by Albert Gallatin, 1817 ; laws of the United States compiled by Mathew
St. Clair Clurko, 1823; laws of the United States, vol. 1, Brown & Duane, 1815 ; and
treaties and conventiony since 1776, State Department, Washington, D. C., 1871.

The exponses and costs of all commissions for making treaties and commissions for
marking boundaries under treaties under the Department of State can be found in Sen-
ato Ex. Doe. No. 33, second session Forty-fourth Congress.

NATIONAL AND PUBLIC DOMAIN.

¢ AREA OF PUBLIC DOMAIN,

The public domain embraces lands known in the United States as ¢ public lands,”
lying in certain States and Territories known as the “ Land States and Territorics,”
and was acquired by the Government of the United States by treaty, conquest, cession”
by States, and purchase, and is disposed of under and by anthority of the National
Government, It contained 2,894,235.91 scquare miles, or 1,852,310,087 acres. Deduct-
ing the area of Toennesses, the actual public domain was 1,521,700,922 acres,

AREA OF POLITICAL DIVISIONS.

By the definitive treaty of peace with Great Britain of September 3, 1783, conelud-
ing the Revolutionary War, our national territory was defined as extending westward
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi River, and from a line on the north of the lukes
to the thirty-first parallel and the south boundary of Georgia, embracing about 830,000
square miles, or 531,200,000 acres, Of this 341,752 square miles, or 218,721,280 ocres,
were included in tho thirteen original States constituting tho American Union,

LEGISLATIVE CREATIONS.

Kentucky, Vermont, and Maino were subsequently orected out of territory claimed
rospectively by Virginia, Noew York, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire by virtue of
grants from the British Crown prior to the Rovolution. These States ecmbrace 52,802
square miles or 53,030,880 acres, which, added to the area of the thirteon origmnl States,
aggregates 424, (;44 gquare miles.

CESSIONS BY STATES TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.

The territory embraced within the present States of Ohio, Indiana, INinois, Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, and Tennessce, that part of Minnesota lying cast of tho Mississippi
River, and all of Alabama and Mississippi lying north of the thirty-first parallel, was
held by Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Virginia, North Carolina, South Coro-
ling, and Georgia, under grants from Great Britain, during their colonial condition.
These territorial interests were surrendered to the General Government of the Union
by the last-named States at different times hereinafter set forth, and constituted tho
nueleus of our public domain with some reservations as to former grants, and was the
remainder of the territory conceded to the United States under tho definitive treaty of
1783, and consisted of 404,955.91 squaro miles, or 259,171,787 acres. This was the public
domnin of the United States on April 30, 1803, the date of the Louitiana purchase,

and for which the original survey and disposition laws wero made,

The United States wore recognized by the Crown in tho definitive treaty of peace
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with Great Britain as ¢ free sovereign and independant States, and that he treats with
them as such, and for himself, his leirs, and successors relinquishes all claims to the
governmont, proprietary and territorial rights of the same, and every part thercof.”

The Governmont of the United States acquired as custodian for the Nation lands
known as the public domain as follows:

From States (colonies prior to July 4, 1776) ceded under the Confedoration and under
the Constitution.

This was in pursuance of a resolution of the Congress of the Confederation passed
Tuesday, October 10, 1780, providing for the reception and care of such unappropriated
lands as might be ceded by States to the United States, and for the disposition of the
samo for the common Lenefit of the United States.

The dates of cession of these lands to the United States wero as follows:

Colony. State. Dato of cession,

Now Hampshiro...oovoieviniiiaii e, Now ITampshire ...... .. ....| Nocession.

Now YOorKeeeeeeiooiiiiaienieeaiiiiennennn Now Yotk ....ooooooeie, +o.-f Mareh 1, 1781,

Ithodo Island and Providenco Plantations. .. Rhode Island ............0. ... No cession.

NOW JOIS0Y . ceeeiiiinsneninanasaneriennennns NowdJorsey. ... oooieninaa.. Do,

Neow Castlo, Kent, and Sussex, on Delawave.| Delaware..................... Do,

Penngylvamin, cooeeevneiniiineiiiiiin i Ponnsylvania . ................ Do,

Virgindn .o PVirginde ..o iiiiiiinal, Mareh 1, 1784, and De-
i cember 30, 1783.%

Y FLEEAS) 117 1T Maryvland .o..oooiiin oLt No cesslon,

Mansachusetta Bay ..ocvveeeneinanioiia, Massachusetts .............o. April 1¢, #7865,

Connecticnt .oooet i iiaiii it ianninn Conneeticut ...oovieaea ... Su{)(omhcr 13, 1786; con.

Irmed May 30, 1800.

SouthCarolina............ooooiiiiinnaa., South Carolina................ August 9, 1787,

North Carolina...o.oouiiiiiiinaiiiiiia, North Carolina................ Fobruary 25, 1790.

GROTEIN .« ve v eveeeeaeneenaceaanancnesacnanes Georgin..... ....o..iial... April 24, 1802,

*An gt to change the conditions of the cession of March 1, 1784, only so far as to ratify tho fifth
article of the compaet of the ordinance of 1787,

«Area of cessions.

Sq. miles, Acres,
Magsnchusetts (disputed) claimed (estimated)*.........coieenniiiiniinnn.... 54,000, 00 | 34, 560, 000
Connecticut (disputed) and Westorn Reserveo and Fire-lands (estimated)*....| 40,000.00 | 235, 600, 000
From Now York and Mnssachusetts cesslon, actual. ......................... 315,01 202, 187
I'rom Virginin (ldispute(l and undisputed} to the United States (exclusive of
Kenlucf(’;v and including area of Western Reserve and Fire-lands)t........ 263, 562. 00 | 169, 959, 620
South Carolina cesslon. .. ...oeieerieiiiiiiiiiiiiinne viieint ciinan Leiieenann 4, 900, 00 3, 136, 000
North Carolina cession, nominal, becauso the area of ‘Lennessoo was almost
coverald with reservations. .. .. oo it it i i et 45, 600.00 | 29,184, 000
Georgla cession 88,578.00 | 506, 689, 920
Total nctual State cessions to the United States for public domain...... 404, 955,91 | 259, 171, 787

*J’I‘llvi)‘é;'&:t‘nbové was ulso clnilncd_l)__\"w\’h-ginia and included in her cession,
{ Conneoticut’s jurisdictional cession of tho Western Rescerve and Ifire-lands, containing about
4,300,000 acrey, included under Virginia cession.

LANDS ACQUIRED BY PURCHASE AND TREATIES—PERIOD, PRICE, AND QUANTITY.
1. I'rom Irance.

From France, April 30, 1803, under the administration of President Jefferson, knowmn
as the Louisiana purchase, done Ly treaty at Paris, France, by Robert R. Livingston
and James Monroe on behalf of the United States, and Barbé Marbois on behalf of the

-~I'irst Consul, Napoleon Bonaparte, in the name of the French Republic. This em-
braced as finally settled those portions of the States of Alabama and Mississippi south of
tho thirty-first parallel, the entire surface of the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri,
Iowa, Nebraska, and Oregon, all of Minnesota west of the Missouri River, all of Kansas
exceept o small portion west of the one hundredth meridian and south of the Arkansas
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River, all of Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Indian Territories, with n part
of Wyoming and Colorado, This cost, according to the original treaty stipulation,
60,000,000 franes, or $15,000,000, in money and stocks ; the interest on the stocks (o time
of redemption, $8,520,353; claims of citizens of United States due from France paid by
United States, $3,738,268.93; a total of $27,257,621.98, and added to the public domain
1,182,752 square miles or 756,961,280 acres.

2. I'rom Spain.

I'rom Spitin, by treaty February 22, 1819, under the administration of President,
Monroe, done at Washington, D, C., between John Quiney Adams, Secretary of State,
on hehalf of the United States, and Louis de Onis, Minister of Spain to the United
States,on behalf of is Majesty Ferdinand VII, King of Spain. It secured to the United
States the territory known as BEast and West Florlda, now the present Stato of
Plorida, for the sum of $5,000,000 in honds similar Lo those issued for the Louisiana pur-

" chase, tho interest on which to the date of redemption being $1,489,768, made the total
cost $6,4%9,768, 'This added to the public domain of the United States 59,268 square
miles, or 37,931,520 acres, including certain grants.

3, Irrom Mexico. -

From Mexico, by troaty of Guadalupo Hidalgo, under the administration of Presi-
dent Polk, concluded Fobruary 2, 1848, by and between Nicholas P, Trist on behalf of
tho United States, and Luis G. Cuevas, Bernardo Couto, and Miguel Atristain on
Lehalf of the Republic of Mexico. This cession gavo to tho public domain of the
United States the States of California, Nevada, and part of Colorado, also the lands
in tho Territories of Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico, excepting in the last two the
Mesilla Valley, adding to the national domain approximately 522,568 square miles, or
334,443,620 acres. Tt cost (treaty stipulation) $15,000,000.

4. From Texas.

From the State of Toexay, by purchase, under the administration of President Fill-
more, 'T'he United States, by act of Cougross of September 9, 1850, purchased {from
Texns her claim to certain public lands north of parallel 36° 30/, and between thut
parallel and 32°, and lying west of the one hundred and third meridian, now included
in Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, and also the “ publicland strip.” This cost $16,000,000,
in 6 per cent. bonds, interest and cash, The lands in this cession weore estimated at
101,707 square miles, or 65,130,880 acres, and this was added to the public domain,
being already, by the nnnexation of Texas and the confirmatory clause of the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, embraced within the national domain,

5. I'rom Mezxico.

From the Republic of Mexico, by purchase, under the administration of President
Pierce, known as the Gadsden purchase, under treaty made at fthe City of Mexico,
December 30, 1853, by James Gadsden, United States minister, on behalf of the United
States, and Manuel Diez do Bonilla, José Salazar Ylarregui, and J. Mariano Monterde
on bohalf of the Republic of Mexico. In consideration of the concession by Mexico
of tho abrogation of sundry treaty stipulations in the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
1848, and the payment of the sum of $10,000,000 by the United States to Mexico, u
strip of land known as the Mesilla Valley, and lying in the present Territories of New
Mexico and Arizona, on their southern bhorder, was added to the national and public
domain of the United States. It contained 45,635 square miles, or 20,142,400 acres.
Cost, $10,000,000. This territory now lies in New Mexico and Arizona; 14,000 square
miles in New Mexico, and 31,535 square miles in Arizona,
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6. I'rom Russia.

From the Empire of Russia, by purchase, known as “the Alaska purchase,” under
tho administration of President Jolnson, under treaty made March 30, 1867, at Wash-
ington, D. C., by and between Willlam H. Seward, Seeretary of State, on behalf of
the United States, and Edouard de Stoeckl, Russian minister to the United States, on
hehalf of the Emperor of all the Russiag, by which was ceded to the United States by
Russia all her possessions on the continent of America and adjacent islands. This
added to onr national and public domain 577,390 square miles, or 369,529,600 acres, and
cost $7,200,000,  The public land system has not as yet heen extended over Alaska.

AREA OF PURCHASES—PUBLIC AND NATIONAL DOMAIN,

Publioc domain,

Squaromiles, Acres.

Louisiana purchase, April30,1803, ... ouieimenii it iaaaa., 1, 182,752 750, 901, 280
st and West IFloridn, Trebriary 22,1810 ..cvu.iiiiiniicciieeriaciorsnenes 59, 268 47, 031, 52
Gaudalupe Hidalgo, Iebruary 2, 1848, .cviiiieiiiiieiieeiiieiensiacnanans 522, 568 334, 443, 520
Stato of Texas, Novembhor 25, 1850 .. cveverrreareinncoeennianarioenannnn. 104, 7167 45, 130, 880
Gadsden purehase, Decombor 30,1853 . oovieirntiiiinererinnnennenneannn, 45, 535 20, 142, 400
Alaska purchase, Mareh 80, 1867 o veenriiciiaiiiieeteenrverieerseeronnass 577, 390 J6Y, 529, 600

2, 480, 280 | 1, 593, 130, 200

At a total cost of $88,157,389.98.

Nalional domain,

The Texas annexation of 1845 added to the national domain the aren of the pres-
ent State of T'exas, viz, 274,350 square miles, or 175,687,840 acres, included in the
national domain, besides the purchase of 1850 from tho State, now public domain,

The total area of purchased and annexed territory, included in the national and
public domuain since 1803, is 2,763,636 square miles, or 1,768,727,040 acres, at o total cost
of $88,167,389.98 for purchase, and inclnding the Georgia cession of 1802, $6,200,000.

THE PUBLIC DOMAIN—CONTROL AND DISPOSITION.

The public domain embraces tho area of the lands now owned or heretofore dis-
posed of by the United States in nineteon States and oleven Torritories and parts
of Territories, and known as the land States and Territories (see table, pp. 28,29); the
United States being the sole owner of the soil, with entire and complete jurisdiction
over the same, Article IV, section 3, paragraph 2, of the Constitution of the United
States, provides that “ the Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all need-
ful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the
United States.,” This clause relates to property and not to persons or communilies. Mr,
Madison introduced this clause in the Constitutional Convention. The original clause
was: ‘“Congress shall have power to dispose of the waste and unappropriated lands
of the United States.” This was referred to the committeo of detail for revision and
incorporation, Mr. Gouverneur Morris, of the committee, wrote the Constitution from
the convention notes. This committee changed * lands” into ¢ territory and other prop-
erty,” and theright to “imake all needful rules and regulations” was added, sothat Con-
gress might protect and regulate all such property until disposed of. The Supremo
Courtof the United States in The United States v, Gratiot (14 Peters, H26) held that ¢ the
term ‘territory’ as here used ismerely descriptive of one kind of property, ard i8 equiv-
alent to the word ‘lands’ Congress has the same power over it as over any other prop-
erty belonging to the United States. This power is vested in Congress without limita-
tion.” (See United States v. Railroad Bridge Co., 6 McLean, 517.)
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‘T'he United States, through Congress, provides methods of disposition of the publie
domain under grants, sottlement laws, or sules, public or private ; may prevent trespass
and in all methods rotain tho entire control over it until sold or otherwise disposed
of. ‘““Congross has the absoluto right to prescribo the times, tho conditions, and the
mode of transferring the public domain or any part of it, and to designate the persons
to whom the transfer shall be made,”

FFor further authorities upon this subject see the following decisions: Gibson v,
Choutean, 13 Wall,, 92; Irvine v, Marshall, 20 Howard, 558; U. S, v, Railread Bridge
Co., 6 MceLean, 517; U. 8. v, Gratiot, 14 Peters, 526 ; Russell v, Lovatte, 21 Minn,, 167;
Gill r. Halleck, 33 Wis., 523; Rose v. Buckland 17 Ills., 309; Miller v, Little, 47 Cul.,
348; Dyke v. MceVey, 16 1lls., 41; Bagnell ». Broderick, 13 Poters, 436; Pollard v, Ha-
gan, 3 Howard, 212, .

Chango in political condition, as ina Territory becoming a State, or change of bound-
ary of a ‘Territory or State, in no wise affects the absolute and complete proprietarv
powor of the National Governmont over the public domain, It remains until the last
acro is disposed of,

STIPULATION AS TO CONTROL AND NON-TAXATION OF PUBLIO DOMAIN FROM STATES
ON ADMISSION.

_ 'T'he United States stipulates, upon the admission of a State into the Union from g
Territorial condition or otherwise, and wherein lie publie lands, that the National Gov-
ernment shall continue to dispose of such lands under its own laws and systems, and
provides that there shall be no law passed to interfere with the primary right of dis-
position by the Nation of the public domain, and continues by its land officers to con-
vey and dispose of the public domain as though the Territorial condition had not
changed. '

No tax can be laid upon the public lands by a State or power other than Congress,
who may lease, sell, or otherwise dispose of them. ‘“No State law, whether of limi-
tations or otherwise, can defeat tho title of the United States to public land within
the limits of a State.” (Jourdan v, Barrett, 4 Howard, 169.)

“In the admission of a new State into the Union, compacts are entered into with the
Tederal Government that they will not tax tho lands of the United States.” (U.S. .
Railroad Bridge Co., 6 McLean, 517.)

“ No Stato formed out of tho territory of the United States has n right to the pub-
lic lands within its limits or can oxercise any power whatever over them.” (Turner v,
Missionary- Union, 5 McLean, 344.) Sce also, U. S. v. Gratiot, 14 Peters, 526; Bump’s
Notes of Constitutional Decisions, title * Territories”; State v. Batchelder, 56 Minn,,
223,

AREA DISPOSED OF AND ESTIMATED AMOUNT REMAINING,.

According to cstimates the aggregate area of the public lands of the United States
disposed of and remaining on the 30th of June, 1880, was 2,804,235.91 square miles, or
1,852,310,987 acres. The territory now included within the limits of Tennessee, was us
substantinlly a portion of said domain a8 Ohio or Indiana, yet the public lands in Ten-
nessce were not disposed of under the direction of the executive department of tho
General Government.

The area of Tennessee was 45,600 square miles, or 29,184,000 acres, and-which should
in fact bo deducted from the above estigpate. The actual public domain is 1,821,700,022
acres.

The United States hassurveyed to June 30, 1380, in the Jand States and Territo-
ries, 752,657,195 ucres of the public domain. There are romaining yet unsurveyed,
estimated, 1,069,143,727 acres.

The surveyed lands yet undisposed of are estimated at 204,702,711.12 acres, which,
with the unsurveyed, make o grand total of 1,273,946,438.12 acres of land still the prop-
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erty of the United States and subject to disposition. Deducting (estimated) 110,000,000
acres, yet required to fill railroad grants, if roads aschartered and granted are completed,
the actual uaren, still the property of the Nation, is 1,163,046,438.12 acres. This in-
cludes the area of private land claims, patented and unpatented, estimated at 80,000,000
acrey. Thig also includes the area of military and Indian reservations, estimated at
157,356,952.68 acres, of which probably more than 100,000,000 acres will revert to the
public domain for future sale and disposition. It can Lo estimated that the total
public domain to be disposed of will not vary much from 1,163,946,438.12 acres, equal
to 7,274,665.24 homesteads of 160 acres each.

SURVEYED AND UNSOLD LANDS,

The surveyed and unsold lands lie in the following land States and Territorics (esti-
mated) :

Acros,

In Towa, Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio, practically none.
Minnesota ...... Ceeeeraeeas et ereeeeaen Ceemeraan e ceene 13, 383, 813. 10
Kansas coceervanennionnn. Ceeretacaan et e e aeaaaeainaaa. ceeeee 28,049,731, 64
Nebraska .............oo... ettt e Ceceenn ceeeerieanas 23, 058, (G52, 59
California. ..o.cvveiiiiananiann. Ceeeeeneaaaa e Creceaivannanaans 25,250, GRO, 47
Nevada coveeeonnn. e rereseiaeenranan Cenverereeans Ceeeetaeana, ceeens . 8,337,471, 08
L8 7)) teeeetraeaaas 12, 906, 700, 66
Washington._................. e eme baes teeans ress e anan. ceee- 9, 088, 1338, 3
Colorado ......cceavenn.. eeeeaeinmer e caans ceeees ceeea e 20, 489, 312, 28
Utah oo iaea, cveeetoeneen teeerececman s enas 5, 685, 054,28
Avizona..... Cieeeenae G e teeeetceeasanenae caaaas ceeeercncnaeeeaa... 1,001,231, 13
Now Mexico .....oveennnoal... eeereieeceeiaeea. ceeman e eianeaas G, 042, 409, 46
Dakota. ..... Ceeeeeean e eet tmmeat teeasaeaes e cmoaee veeeeen. 12, 225, 492, 00
Idaho...... B et ee e Cecmeaaaanan ceeee ceeeeenan 3, 925, 237, 16
Montana........... R e teeeetaien e “eeene- ceeeae e veenes D,779,402, 42
Wyoming..... Ceeeeee s e el et icaceece i iaaenaecane e 5, 645, 121,76
Missouri .o.cev ioeai i iaaan ceeeeen et eceeiaanan tereeeniaanee--.. 1,000,000, 00
Wisconsin ... .. PR < ¥ 1 | I 1. B Rt
Michigan ............ veenee Ceeenees bemeeraaens e eeea e eeaeeaas 853, 214, 56

Total...... e en e e aaaan et e 189, 622, 455, 12

This estimate is probably within 20 per cent. of the exact amount. Official causes
prevent a closer estimate.

A largo amount of the above estimated vacant surveyed public lands may he at pres-
ent occupied by sottlers or persons holding under the eftfect of the doctrine announced
by the Supreme Court of the United States in Atherton ». Fowler and Hosmer v. Wal-
lace. Neither the United States nor the localland officers have any official knowledge
of the amount so occupied.”

*The effect of the decision of thoe Supreme Court of the United States, in Atherton v. Fowler (6 Otto,
613) and Hosmer v, Wallace (7 Otto, 575), in construing the pre.omption laws (and lnws aflecting lands
which have not been proclaimed and aro not subject to private entry—ordinary surveyed lands) is that
parties whether qualified gottlers or not, or whether desiring to acquiro titleor not, may take possession
of and hold the surveyed unoffered lands of the United States indefinitely, to the exclusion of parties
legally qualified who desire to take tho benefit of the pre-emption, homestead, and timber-culture acts,
“T'his, in fact, leaves tho entire survoyei and unoffercd publis domain open to occupancy or squatter
titles as ngainst the existing laws of tho United States, (Ses Roport Commissioner General Land Oflice,
1819, pp. 44, 45, and report Publiec Land Commission, Fobruary, 1£80, urging upon Congress logislation
to correct this, and to regulato and limit this occupancy title, without which bona-fide settlers are at
the morcy of squatters, and the Government powerless to enforce the settloment laws.)
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ESTIMATED AREA OF VACANT SURVEYED PUBLIC LANDS IN SOUTHERN STATES.

Acres,
Florida ..... et teesetcevees tacan +aees eeatmeaveceees amneen s ans 3,205, 109, 00
AlRDAMR . o s it it ittt te e a e iraeat teese v ae e 3,510, 140,00
BT ] 7Y 1) 3,208, 887,00
ATKANBAB ottt iii ieaer taet tac i ceerie ceeeaie e e et ae e 4, 620, 120,00
L OUIB AN e it ittt it it iiie ittt eeceae cearcaaant cnae e 2, 130, 000, 00
TOtaAl 4 eeer it it i i it acieaaaetceet cienaanas eaans-as. 16,680,256, 00
Deducting lands that by reason of discrepancies in records of local offices .
and General Land Office are not actually known to be vacant, esti-
mated ot nob less than. ..ot iiiiiiiiiiiaiiierennan. Ceeaees 1, 500, 000, 00
Leaving a totalof.......... e cctaanr sesean et aacesnanrssans 15, 180, 256. 00
Add total of other States and Territories, as above............. 189, 622, 455, 12
Total surveyed and still to-be disposed of ......ccvvnveeieantn. 204,802,711, 12

In the Southern States, lands aro all open to private entry, at the United States dis-
trict land offices in the respective States, at $1.25 per acre, except the * mineral tracts”
lying in the Huntsville and Tuscaloosa districts in Alabama, under authority of an
act of Congress of July 4, 1876.

The total nmount of land owned by the United States in the five Sonthern States,
surveyed and including 1,148,892 acres in Louisiana and 7,756,493 acres in ¥lorida,
unsurveyed, is 25,685,641 acres,

The public Jands in Florida have been reduced to the extent of about 8,000,000 seres
within the last two or three years by the selection of the lands by the State asswamp.

UNSURVEYED LANDS,

The unsurveyed lands lie and aro in the following land States and Territories:

' : ) Acrea,

s €00 (T o1 % 13,510,423
Neb'xiuskt}. g 7,052, 207
R L 008
OT@EOM Lot ieeneianaesioeeas tasene taneacus srnesane senssonnnsnnnnons 37, 908, 340
g:):]t-zl;il&%ton ........ D R R F R LT PR PPP R 38,?.}2,?;8
UbRh e nms o oI I T T T I s R0
Arizonn ...... ..ot teecectsecessaneasanane PP 67, 098, 366
geg Mexico ...-.. Necceteanncaronanecenan Ceeeeecccacaeccae s anee (ii’, 024,{;{)0

akota ......... veeseeaans ceeeveven e bemececamere b teaas e 71,422, 103
TABNO v e meee e s s en oo 47,730, 368
Montana...oce coenennann s sees emrecesccasatranassanasennas P 80, 651, 676
WyOming...oemeeceenveenennnn aeen e aan- e ee——. . a—a 53, 381, 4€3
Iﬁ)uiis%mm ..................... Ceverecanceanee Cecaerinmeen Ceeeesanans 1,148, 892

orida ..... *teecstsaseasaeane eesecansnenceonn cremcescasnvt aecsnnans 7,750, 490
ﬂidila{.n Torritory ....vececeievennvacns feeeeseen. “emanes ceeceesansaans égzlgg:Qgg

aska ..... Ceaces tesanacancnme rere tuane weetarec sesemsseconsnasasaes 369, 529, G
Public land strip...... .. reeeunanamne oo saasns snanse nenevten ene 6, 912, 000

P

VT DR e et aeeneene et ceenanan 1,069, 143, 727
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RECEIPTS FROM AND COST OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN TO JUNE 30, 1880,

The public lands of the United States, by sales for cash, fees, and commissions, have
realized. to the National Government since the passage of the ordinance of May 20,
1785, to June 30, 1880, a total net sum of $200,702,849.11, as follows:*

LPrior to June 30, 1790,

1787, sold at New York, 72,074 acres (6ash).....c..oceveaceecaerneacnan

? $117,108 24
1790, sold at Plttsburgh 43 446 aores (cortificates and land warrants)..

100, 427 63

1792, to the State of Pennsylvaum, 202,187 acres (certificate of public

dobt)

1702, to John Cleves Symmes, 272,540 acres (Army land wurmnts) .....

161, 640 25
189, 693 00

17‘)2 to Ohio Company, 892,900 acres (cortificates and Army land war-

wuts)

Total, 1,484,047 acr‘es

-------------------------------------------------------------

----------------

--------------------------

642, 856 06

st S b o &

1,201,725 68

Subsequent to June 30, 1796, (including above total,)

Prior to June 30,1796. .. .. $1,201,726 63 $3, 730,046 GO
1796 i e e 4,836 13 7,361,676 40
1797 oot e veevaaen 83; 640 60 ‘3 411 818 63
1798 e et e v 11,903 11 1 J()o 027 42
1799 peameeeeman aaee e hemeasaaen e ,.5.3.), 797 62
1800 ...... 448 76 898, 168 18
1801 .o e 167,720 06 2, Oo.) 0930 80
1802 e e 188 628 02 2, 077 022 30
1808 e e eeeee el l(m, 67h (9 2, (S'M 462 48
1804 eeeaaaana 487, 6206 79 2, 408, 355 20
1805 vuciee et ceeivacane 540, 193 80 3, 328, 642 50
1806 ..... cee 765,245 73 1, 688, 459 b5
1807 oo it erevaenen 406, 163 27 1, 859, 804 206
1808 1ivveeiience caeeaennn 047,939 06 2,352, 305 30
1809 oiee veee i 442, 262 33 z 04‘3 230 68
1810 Lo e aeas 096, 548 82 1 687 084 99
1811 it vt 1, 040, 237- 63 8 470 70839
1812 oo vee veeeee ceaaaa 710, 427 78 11, 497, 040 07
1818 et viieer veeeee 835, 655 14 8 917 (344 93
1814 e e e 1,135,971 09 .& 82‘) 486 (4
1816 oo i e 1, 287 959 28 3, 513, 716 87
1816 .. viiiinieme e 1 717 985 03 1,766, 687 30
1817 et ceeeiaaaee 991 226 06 1,778,667 71
1818 i iiaaa 2 606 504 77 870, 668 b4
1819 (it i e v 3, 274 492 78 162,208 77
1820 e 1 63.) 871 61 167,617 17
1821 i iieeeeaae, 212 966 46 H8g, 333 20
18R2 et 1,803, 6581 b4 996, 553 31
1823 et e et e 916, 623 10 665, 031 03
1924 . ieeian... 984, 418 16 1,1(53, 676 76
1820 evae e e ianane 1,216, 090 66 1,348,716 41
AB2W ot e iiei e e - 1, 393,785 09 4,620, 344 34
L7 1,495, 846 26 3,360,481 76
1828 oot 1 018 308 76 2 388 646 68
1829 .t veiiet ciene o 1 017 176 13 2 676 714 19
15 . 2 329 356 14 z 882 312 48
183 e 3,210. 816 48 1,852, 428 93
1832 (e e e 2, 623, 381 03 1,413, 640 17
1833 e el 3,067, 682 6b 1,129, 466 95
1834 ...... .. caeee 4 857, 600 69 976, 253 68
1835 ...... 14 7.)7 600 76 1,079,743 37
1836 ooeeee e e anen 24, 877 179 86 024,781 06
1837 e e e (i, 776, 236 52 1 2,243,118 65

Gross receipts by United States.. ... .occvneiimminiianeenaos, 208, 059, 657 14

Deduct amount paid to the several States under the two,

three, and flve per cent. fund acts

Deduot cash

Net receipts by United States

........

{mid several States, percentage
for internal improvements-—act September 4, 1841.....

--------

............. $7,123,549 83

e of land sales,
233,268 20
e e e 7 356, 808 03

.......................... 200,702, 849 11

*This table is from the books of the Treasury Department,
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18 THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.
COST OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.
PURCIHASES AND CESSIONS,

The public domain of the United States has cost iu‘\cnsh, stocks or bonds, paid, or to
be paid, by the Nation, for purchase-price under treaty stipulations, the following
sums :

The Louisiana purchuase, 1803. . ccot vieene iiiiieiivneietenanrecnn. $97, 267,621 98-
(Tll;ere mg)ﬂ number of claims yet due to Amoricans for ¢ I 1enc,h sPo-
ation.
The Florida purchage of 1819 . ... . oot it i ieea e 6, 489, 768 00
The Mexican acquisition by treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848 . ..... . 15,000,000 00
Purchase from the State of Texas, act of September 9, 1850
Stock issued ... ieae it e £5, 000, ()00
Interest.. oo oo 3, oOO 000
~—— &8, 500, 000
Act of Fobruary 28, 1850, .o c et iiii it i i e 7, 500, 000
—— 16, 000, 000 00
Purchase from Mexico, Gadsden, 1853 . .... ..o ooiviiiii L 10 000, 000 00
Purchase from Russia, Alaska, 1867 ... ... .cooevinii i , 200000 00
Purchase.from Georgia, her cession 1802, and Yazoo-serip claims ...... (;, 200, 000 00

g8, 157, 389 08

The above is exclusive of oxponses of conunissioners to make troaties, and salaries and
expenses of commissioners to fix boundaries, &ec.,under the several treaties. 1%or a list
thereof, paid by the Departmont of State, sce Senate Bx. Doc., No. 38, second session,
Forty-fourth Congress.

EXPENDITURE FOR SURVEY AND DISPOSITION,

Payments from the Treasury, expenditures on account of public lands, surveys, ad-
ministration, salarics, &c., from January 1, 1785, to June 30, 1820, were (estimated)
$46,563,:302.07, as follows :

March 1, 1784, to September 30, 1542,

Expenses of surveying public 1'111(13, including all ex-

penses prior to 1812, the date of creation of General

Land OMeo «oveen ieie ieeiee eeces ceece i anaaaans £3,5.4,2068 90
Salaries of surveyors-general and their clerks .......... 831,195 36

Amount paid at the district land offices for salaries and commissions of

&4, 376, 464 26

the officers, and for incidental expenses. .........o oo, 3, 807,248 99
Salaries of land officers paid at the United States Troasury............ 09,370 70
Salaries and contingent expenses of the General Land Oﬂu,e at the seat

of Government, from its establishment in 1812.. ... ..c.civ it anan. J., 623, 546 19

Y D eeaen v, 966,610 14




